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Bus lanes 
scrapped 
to combat 
congestion 

BUS lanes in Halesowen 
will be permanently axed 
in a bid to cut congestion in 
the town centre. 

The move follows calls 
from ward councillors and 
residents to scrap the lanes 
in Bromsgrove Road and 
westbound on Queensway. 

However, the Queensway 
eastbound lane will remain 
in place for buses as bosses 
said it has helped to cut 
journey times. 

They said a 12-month 
trial had shown there were 
no benefits of having the 
other lanes for buses. 

Concerns have also been 
raised about the lanes 
causing long traffic queues 
around the town centre. 

It will cost Dudley Council 
£2,500 to remove them and 
open them up to all traffic. 

Residents have long 
called for the bus lanes to be 
scrapped, saying they cause 
traffic queues, particularly 
during the morning and 
evening rush hours. 

Halesowen North council¬ 
lor Karen Shakespeare said 
she supported the decision 
to axe the lanes saying it 
would benefit drivers. 

“We’ve been calling for 
this for a long time. I don’t 
think these bus lanes have 
worked in Halesowen. 

“At times they have 
caused more congestion 
rather than helping the sit¬ 
uation.” 

Drivers face 
night delays 

EIGHT nights of roadworks 
will begin on a main route 
near Stourbridge on Mon¬ 
day, March 23. 

Motorists face disrup¬ 
tion while resurfacing work 
takes place on the A491 
Stourbridge Road, West 
Hagley. 

A section of the route will 
be closed at night from West 
Hagley to the junction with 
the A4036 Ham Lane round¬ 
about. 

It will be shut between 
8pm and 6am. Diversions 
will be in place along the 
A456 Birmingham Road. 


PARENTS' JOY 
OVER U-TURN 


PARENTS and care staff have spoken 
of their relief after plans to axe free 
transport for children with special 
needs in Dudley were shelved. 

Dudley Council originally proposed the ser¬ 
vice for children attending specialist nurser¬ 
ies be cut as part of its budget proposals for 
2015/16. 


But the scheme has been 
withdrawn following consul¬ 
tations with parents and the 
tabling of an amendment by 
the borough’s Conserva¬ 
tive group at a full council 
meeting this week. The con¬ 
trolling Labour group ac¬ 
cepted the amendment and 
it was passed by councillors. 

A review looking at how 
pre-school services are de¬ 
livered in the borough will 
now take place. 

Parents attending the full 
council meeting cheered as 
they heard the amendment 
had been supported. 

Parent Hayley Wel- 
bourne, of Halesowen, who 
has two youngsters with au¬ 
tism, said: “This is wonder¬ 
ful news and will be a relief 
for all the parents affected. 

“Everyone grouped to¬ 
gether to fight this plan and 
have worked extremely hard 
raising awareness. This is a 
vital service. 

Stress 

“I want to thank everyone 
who has supported us.” 

Fellow campaigner Rachel 
Gardener, from the We Love 
Carers group, said: “This 
shows that councillors have 
listened to parents. 

“It is just a shame it came 
this far — all the way to the 
meeting itself. It has caused 
a lot of stress for families.” 

Jayne Sinden, a teacher 
with Dudley Specialist Early 
Years Service, said: “At 
least the service will now 


By Lee Watton 


continue into the future. 
People have been very sup¬ 
portive and we would like to 
thank them.” 

Cabinet member for chil¬ 
dren’s services Councillor 
Tim Crumpton said : “We 
have made it clear from the 
outset that no child would 
be denied access to these 
nurseries because of money 
and that we would continue 
to provide support where 
needed. 

“We know we need to look 
at the service in a wider con¬ 
text and this may involved 
re-modelling it to ensure 
everyone has access to these 
much valued services. 

“This doesn’t take away 
the fact that due to the con¬ 
tinued cuts to our funding 
we will need to make sav¬ 
ings but by reviewing all as¬ 
pects of the service we will 
be exploring to see how this 
can be achieved.” 

The council is not legally 
required to provide the 
transport. 

The budget, which in¬ 
cluded a freeze on council 
tax, was agreed by the full 
council with 36 councillors 
voting for it to be passed, 18 
abstaining and nine voting 
no. 

Councillors were told that 
the authority was still on 
track to deliver £1 million 
savings due to an ongoing 
management restructure. 



Lifelong Albion fan Jack Jones, aged 107, is presented with a signed ball by West Brom skipper Darren Fletcher 


A BAGGIES fan who recently cele¬ 
brated his 107th birthday was given 
the VIP treatment at the Hawthorns 
and was presented with a special per¬ 
sonalised shirt with the number 107. 

Jack Jones, who is one of the oldest 
men in the country, was given the gift 
as he watched his beloved Albion beat 
Southampton 1-0 on Saturday. 

Jack, who has followed Albion since 
he was 12, said the gift was “absolutely 
out of this world”. 

He met Albion captain Darren 
Fletcher and Baggies legend Tony 
‘Bomber’ Brown and was presented 
with a personalised shirt — ‘Jack 107’ 


— and a signed ball mounted in a glass 
case. He was also given a signed shirt 
from the players which his Stourbridge 
care home will auction to raise funds. 

“It’s been a pleasure to meet every¬ 
body,” he said. “I just want to thank 
everybody. It was absolutely out of this 
world.” 

Former lorry driver Jack, a resident 
at Tudor Manor care home, made 
parts for planes during the Second 
World War. 

He said he has been a Baggies fan 
all his life and still keeps up with the 
club now, although his last trip to the 
Hawthorns was several years ago. 


Albion captain Darren Fletcher said 
the team were honoured to have Jack 
at the game. 

“Jack said he was humbled and hon¬ 
oured to have been here but having 
met him it’s us who should be hum¬ 
bled and honoured. 

“It was a real privilege to meet him 
and I’m so glad he was able to see us 
win.” 

Nischa Pritchard, care manager of 
Tudor Manor, said: “Jack says it was 
about five or six years since he last 
came to a game. We know he’s been a 
fan of Albion since he was 12 years old. 
He follows them closely.” 


£2m for 
expansion 
of services 
at hospital 

UP to £2 million will be 
spent expanding services at 
a Black Country hospital. 

Bosses at Sandwell and 
West Birmingham NHS 
Trust want to offer a wider 
range of clinics and facilities 
at Rowley Regis Hospital. 

They say it will mean 
more people can get reg¬ 
ular treatment closer to 
home rather than having to 
travel to Sandwell Hospital 
or Russells Hall Hospital in 
Dudley. 

A consultation is under 
way with residents to find 
out what services they 
would like to be available at 
the site in Moor Lane. 

Ideas put forward so far 
include a pharmacy, mid¬ 
wifery services, such as 
antenatal and postnatal 
clinics, and respiratory ther¬ 
apy. 

Improved gym facili¬ 
ties and space for support 
groups to help patients and 
families have also been sug¬ 
gested. 

Chief executive Toby 
Lewis said up to £3m had 
been spent redeveloping 
the hospital during the past 
two years and now the trust 
expected to invest a further 
£lm to £2m by 2016. 

Mr Lewis said that by 
expanding the range of 
services they could stop pa¬ 
tients having to travel to 
larger sites for follow-up 
appointments or long-term 
treatment. 

most get first 
choice school 

LATEST figures show 2,809 
children, around 82 per 
cent, were able to get in to 
their first choice secondary 
school in Dudley. 

But that meant one in five 
pupils failed to secure places 
at their preferred secondary 
schools in September. A 
total of 298 got their second 
choice, while 70 students got 
their third choice school. 

Dudley councillor Tim 
Crumpton, in charge of chil¬ 
dren’s services, said it was 
‘inevitable’ some were dis¬ 
appointed. 



Beat the frost and cold 
this winter with 
NEW BATTERIES from 
£30 fully fitted 


FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY SERVICE 


195 / 63/13 
NEW TYRES ONLY 
£ 37.50 

including fitting while stocks last 


We Take Care of Your Car, So Your Car Can Take Care of You 




Good Garage Scheme*® 

Registered Member 


www. midlandsmotorcare .co.uk 


E 



Unit 17 Lye Valley Ind Estate DY9 8HX 
Tel: 07595 585487 / 01384 892909 
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The Chronicle and Express & Star have a team of 
reporters covering Dudley who can help: 

Heather Large: 01384 353203 
heather.large@expressandstar.co.uk 
Alex Ross: 01384 353207 
alex-ross@expressandstar.co.uk 
Andrew Turton: 01384 353202 
andrew.turton@expressandstar.co.uk 
Lee Watton: 01384 353230 
lee.watton@expressandstar.co.uk 
Charlie Benton: 01384 353201 
charlie.benton@expressandstar.co.uk 

What’s happening in your area? We are always 
keen to hear about any issues affecting you. 

E-mail your information and pictures to: 
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www.yourchronicle.com 


Community groups get use of civic hall 


BRIERLEY Hill Civic Hall could 
be opened up to community groups 
during the day under plans to boost 
visitor numbers. 

Bosses at charity Dudley Council 
for Voluntary Service (CVS) also 
want to increase the number of 
shows and events the venue. 

Chief executive Andy Gray said 
he believed there was potential for 
the hall to be used more during the 


day. At the moment it is mostly 
open in the evenings. 

He said: “There’s so much poten¬ 
tial for Brierley Hill Civic Hall to 
become home to many more groups 
and activities, particularly during 
the daytime. 

“We want to encourage local tal¬ 
ent to use the Civic Hall to showcase 
their skills.” 

A consultation event was held 


earlier this week for those inter¬ 
ested in hosting activities at the 
venue. 

The hall attracts thousands of 
visitors each year. Dudley Council 
transferred its day-to-day manage¬ 
ment to Dudley CVS to save money 
on running costs. 

Libraries 

The authority is also looking into 
whether community groups could 


also take over the management of 
Dudley Town Hall, Stourbridge 
Town Hall and the Cornbow in 
Halesowen along with libraries in 
the borough. 

Dudley CVS is an independent or¬ 
ganisation that supports, promotes 
and develops voluntary groups 
across the borough. The agreement 
between the CVS and council is on 
an 18-month trial basis. 


Landlord battles store 
plan for pub car park 


A LANDLORD is battling plans to build a con¬ 
venience store on the car park of his pub in 
Wollescote. 

The Hare & Hounds Inn, in Wynall Lane, was 
among a number of pubs sold by Marston’s and has 
been taken on by property investment firm New 
River Retail. 

While bosses from the company say they do not want 
to close the pub, they are 


Old dub to 
become a 
new venue 

A FORMER club building 
that has stood derelict for 
years will be transformed 
into a pub after plans were 
given the go-ahead. 

The old Liberal club, in 
High Street, Quarry Bank, 
will be converted despite 
objections from some resi¬ 
dents. 

People are concerned the 
pub will cause more noise 
and nuisance in the area 
and have an impact on 
nearby homes. 

They also say it will be 
out of character for the 
High Street and they are 
concerned about the hours 
of operation. 

Support 

But there has also been an 
e-mail of support sent to the 
council saying the scheme 
would convert unoccupied 
premises and put a pub 
back into the community of 
Quarry Bank. 

The building, which is 
empty and partially boarded 
up, has two storeys with a 
gabled roof and an extension 
dating back to 1960s, which 
is used as a function room. 

In a report to planners, of¬ 
ficers said the building is in 
the heart of the town where 
it would be expected to find 
a range of shops, takeaways, 
homes and pubs. 


working on plans to build a 
Co-operative store on part of 
the car park. 

Landlord Lee Sargeant, 
45, said if it went ahead, 
the development would 
leave him with just six car 
parking spaces and would 
effectively kill his trade. 

He said at busy times as 
many as 50 spaces could be 
filled by customers. 

Mr Sargeant, who has run 
the pub for three years, said: 
“They have offered me six 
car parking spaces, which is 
simply not enough. We are 
a very busy pub. This would 
put the pub at serious risk.” 

He added: “This is also 
our family home and we do 
not want to lose it. I have got 
five children and they all go 
to schools around here. If we 
were to lose the pub it would 
mean uprooting everyone.” 

He is being supported by 
West Midlands UKIP Euro 
MPs James Carver and Bill 
Etheridge, who launched 
their party’s Save Our Pubs 
campaign. 

New River Retail de¬ 
fended the plan which they 
said would create 20 jobs. 

A spokesman said: “We 
have been very open with 
the licensee about the draft 
plans. Our objective is to re¬ 
tain the pub and introduce a 
new store which we believe 
will improve local shopping 
choice, create new jobs and 
attract more visitors to the 
site . 

“No planning application 
has been finalised yet and 
we will take steps to inform 
the local community when it 
is submitted.” 


Tennis club courts get revamp 



Coach Nikki Parkes with members of the Prosser Tennis Academy at Quarry Bank Tennis Club 


A CLUB is hoping its new courts will en¬ 
courage new members. Quarry Bank Ten¬ 
nis Club, at Talbots Lane, recently over¬ 
hauled three of its four courts. 

It will hold an open day for prospective 
new members on Sunday. The club, which 
celebrated its centenary in 2013, currently 
has just over 120 members. 

Club chairman Steve Jasper, of Wollas¬ 
ton, said: “We wanted to be able to ensure 
we could go on for another hundred years 
and look forward to a very bright future. 


“Our courts had started to become a bit 
rough around the edges, so we formed a 
committee to look at how we could improve 
them, which led to this work.” 

The courts will be officially reopened at 
the event on Sunday. “I am very pleased 
with the results,” added Mr Jasper. “The 
courts look fantastic. I have played on them 
myself and they have a nice even bounce.” 

The club is open to all ages with young 
children learning to play at it’s tennis acad¬ 
emy. 


£20m to 
be spent 
on Merry 
Hill centre 

THE owner of Merry Hill 
aims to spend £20 million 
on improvements to the 
shopping centre over the 
next three years, expanding 
stores and introducing new 
restaurants. 

Intu, which took over 
the centre last spring, also 
wants Merry Hill to open 
later in the evening. 

It currently shuts at 9pm 
weekdays and 7pm on Sat¬ 
urdays, while Intu’s sites at 
Trafford Centre and Lake¬ 
side, in Thurrock, are open 
until 10pm weekdays and 
9pm on Saturdays. 

Latest figures show the 
centre made a profit of 
£63.9m last year. Intu, 
which bought Westfield’s 50 
per cent stake in April, will 
see £31.9m of that. 

Intu aims to attract more 
major retail chains to its 
Black Country site and its 
latest report to investors re¬ 
veals it is planning to spend 
£20m on ‘reconfiguring’ 
Merry Hill. The company 
says it has been ‘encour¬ 
aged’ by initial discussions 
with key retailers about “op¬ 
portunities to upsize their 
presence in the centre”. 

Intu wants to reduce the 
number of smaller shops at 
the Brierley Hill complex 
and encourage existing ten¬ 
ants to take more space and 
to attract other big names. 

Concert for 
tuvo charities 

TICKETS are still on sale 
for a concert on Saturday 
which will raise money for 
two Black Country chari¬ 
ties. 

Members of Brierley Hill 
Musical Theatre Group will 
stage the event at Brierley 
Hill Civic Hall on Saturday, 
March 7. 

Money raised will go to 
Action Heart and The Leu¬ 
kaemia Appeal Fund. 

Tickets for the concert, 
which starts at 7.30pm, cost 
£8. They are available from 
Action Heart on (01384) 
292233 or The Action Heart 
Centre at Russells Hall Hos¬ 
pital in Dudley. 


Libraries closed 

ALL of Dudley borough’s 17 
libraries will close for the 
day on Monday, March 9, 
it’s been announced. 

Dudley Council said the 
branches would be shut for 
the day due to a staff confer¬ 
ence and apologised for any 
inconvenience caused to the 
public. 



WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 


WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take 

Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal. 

Plus free fitting on selected ranges. 


80/20 

Wool Twists 

from 

£8.99sq yd 

WAS £22 sq.yd. 



DISABLED? OAP? CAN’T GET OUT? 

or anyone who just needs extra help! 

Can’t come to us, we’ll come to YOU 

We will bring 100s of carpet samples 
and bed brochures to your door 


Quality Double 
Memory 
Foam bed 

RRP Was £899 

fiO'M £299 



Wiltons 

from only 

£ 8 . 99 . 



many instore items! 

We will beat your BIG Superstores 


FREEPHONE 

0800 0853747 


COVERS 
ALL AREAS 


Adrian Bromic 

01902 880541 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 





5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875210 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


Broken Dentures? 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



New Dentures 

available & made at... 


The Dental Shop 

Pet IQftl 1 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail Cutting and Trimming 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 



Terms & conditions apply 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery ■ WWW.f00tW0rkSChir0p0distS.C0.uk 

















































































Demand 
still exists 
for police 
front desk 

POLICE stations being 
closed to the public or hav¬ 
ing hours reduced have 
been seeing hundreds of 
people per day. 

West Midlands Police is 
closing front desks across 
the Black Country to save 
money, saying there was 
‘little demand’ from the 
public in the evening and 
overnight. 

Campaigners say footfall 
figures show there is still a 
need for police station front 
desks in town centres, with 
some seeing as many as 393 
people over a 24-hour period 

Dudley North MP Ian 
Austin said it showed there 
was still a need for a police 
station to be open to the 
public in the town. Dudley 
alone, which is only open 
from 10am to 6pm, recorded 
134 people over a 40 hour 
period. 

Mr Austin said: “These 
figures show that Dudley is 
a busy police station. We’ve 
been given a stay of exe¬ 
cution but we have to step 
up our campaign if we are 
going to keep it open.” 

Halesowen and Stour¬ 
bridge station desks, which 
closed last weekend, saw 63 
and 64 people respectively 
over 40 hours. Brierley Hill 
front desk will stay open, 
with reduced hours, and saw 
326 people over 120 hours. 

Teen charged 
over stabbing 

A TEENAGER has ap¬ 
peared in court accused of 
attempted murder after a 
man aged 65 was stabbed in 
the head in Dudley. 

The 17-year-old appeared 
at Wolverhampton Magis¬ 
trates on Saturday. 

The victim was attacked 
on a doorstep on Owen 
Street, Kates Hill on Tues¬ 
day. 

The teenager, who cannot 
be named due to his age, is 
also charged with burglary. 

The case was adjourned 
to WolverhamptonYouth 
Court today (Thursday). 

He was remanded in cus¬ 
tody^_ 

Sixth form day 

A SIXTH form centre in 
Dudley town centre is hold¬ 
ing its next open day on Sat¬ 
urday, March 14. 

Dudley Sixth in Ednam 
Road will be opening its 
doors between 10am and 
2pm. The centre offers AS 
and A-level courses. See 
www.dudleysixth.co.uk 


Fears grow over worsening bed blocking crisis 


CUTS to NHS and council budgets and a 
lack of facilities for elderly people are the 
root causes of the bed blocking crisis plagu¬ 
ing the West Midlands, say health bosses. 

As hospitals struggle to cope with in¬ 
creasing admissions and dwindling budgets, 
fears are being raised that the situation is 
only going to get worse. 

A charity campaigning for older people’s 
care says pensioners often have nowhere to 
go after hospital, so end up staying much 
longer than they should. They often have to 


wait for space in care homes or for adapta¬ 
tions to be fitted at their homes by councils. 

The Royal Voluntary Service says urgent 
action is needed. Chief executive David 
McCullough said: “This winter we’ve seen 
delays in hospital discharge reach unprece¬ 
dented levels with lack of support for older 
people after hospital a root cause. 

“While additional funding has been al¬ 
located in some areas to address the crisis, 
many authorities and hospital trusts are 
still facing budget cuts.” 


Dudley North MP Ian Austin blames 
Government cuts for the system becoming 
clogged and argues it will soon come to a 
grinding halt unless a solution is found. He 
is raising the issue with ministers. 

“Local Government spending cuts are 
leaving councils unable to move patients 
out of hospitals quickly enough,” he said. 
“This is a huge crisis and we need to in¬ 
tegrate health and social care and get the 
councils and NHS working together.” 

Hospital bosses say they start planning 


for a patient’s discharge as soon as they are 
admitted. Backlogs start when assessments 
by social care workers are delayed. 

Councillor Dave Branwood, Dudley’s so¬ 
cial care boss, said: “Admissions into Rus- 
sells Hall saw a huge spike in December 
and early January. To speed up discharges 
at the other end social care staff are work¬ 
ing at the hospital seven days a week. It’s 
credit to them that despite huge demand, 
the system held strong and patients have 
been discharged as soon as safely possible.” 


More evictions as debts 
grow after 'bedroom tax' 


SIXTY council tenants were evicted in just 
nine months after falling behind on their rent 
payments in Dudley. 

The figure for the period April 1 to December 31, 
2014, was slightly higher than the 56 cases during 
the same period in the previous 12 months. 

Around £1.5million is currently owed by council tenants 
across the borough — up by 29 per cent on 2012/13. 


The council said the 
number of families finding 
themselves in arrears had 
increased since the intro¬ 
duction of the controversial 
‘bedroom tax’. 

But the authority’s in¬ 
terim chief officer for hous¬ 
ing, Ron Sims, said eviction 
was always a last resort 
when all other avenues to 
get the owed money had 
been pursued. 

“Considerable work is 
carried out to try and avoid 
the need for action to re¬ 
cover the possession of a 
home,” he said. 

Exhausted 

“Evictions are only pur¬ 
sued as a last resort when 
all other action to secure 
payment of rent has been 
exhausted.” 

Recent figures show al¬ 
most 349 council tenants 
across Dudley borough have 
moved to smaller homes to 
avoid a cut in housing ben¬ 
efits since the bedroom tax 
started in April 2013. The 
figures include older resi¬ 
dents who have decided to 
downscale but are not af¬ 
fected by the benefit cut. 


By Heather Large 

Under welfare reforms, 
anyone in council or social 
rented housing faces a 14 
per cent or 25 per cent cut 
in their housing benefit if 
they have one or more spare 
bedrooms, meaning families 
potentially paying hundreds 
of pounds extra a year in 
rent unless they move to a 
smaller home. The bedroom 
tax is also known as under 
occupancy charge or the 
spare room subsidy. 

Figures for December last 
year show the council was 
owed £1.5m in unpaid rent 
payments, compared with 
£l.lm in December 2013. 

Mr Sims said: “The fig¬ 
ures show that the current 
arrears levels for the bor¬ 
ough has increased since 
the implementation of the 
‘removal of the spare room 
subsidy’ and the benefit cap 
in 2013.” 

The council has been of¬ 
fering additional support to 
families struggling to make 
ends meet and advice is 
available to those finding it 
difficult to make payments. 


Net gain for library visitors 

PEOPLE can get tips for surfing the web at a drop-in event 
today (Thursday) at Stourbridge Library 

Dudley Council is running the session aimed at helping 
people make the most of using the internet from 10am to 
2pm. 

Library staff will be on hand to share a range of informa¬ 
tion and demonstrate how to research family history, use 
social media, set up and use email and more. 



David Brownhill of the festival committee with, right, Pete Lowe, leader of Dudley Council 


Festival 
is up for 
national 
award 

THE Black Country flag 
will fly in London after the 
organisers of last year’s suc¬ 
cessful Black Country Fes¬ 
tival were shortlisted for a 
prestigious national award. 

The festival is in the run¬ 
ning for the community en¬ 
gagement campaign of the 
year award, which is handed 
out to public and private 
sector projects, at the PR- 
moments Awards 2015. 

Organisers was going up 
against competitors such as 
Aldi and Barclays at the cer¬ 
emony in London yesterday 
(Wednesday). 

The festival was organ¬ 
ised by Dudley Council in 
partnership with the com¬ 
munity. 

Councillor Pete Lowe, 
leader of the council, said: 
“For the work we carried 
out last year to be recog¬ 
nised at a national level in 
this way really is true rec¬ 
ognition of what a fantastic 
achievement the first ever 
Black Country Festival was. 

“We worked closely with 
the community to sup¬ 
port them and ensure we 
had a month-long festival 
of events to show pride in 
where we are from. 

“This news has given 
us all a boost as we start 
preparations to make the 
2015 festival even bigger 
and better.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Titanic’s history 
panels go ahead 

TWO interpretation panels 
on the history of the Titan¬ 
ic anchor will be installed 
in Netherton after plans 
were given the go-ahead by 
councillors. 

The boards will stand by 
the 16-ton anchor replica 
to inform visitors about 
the town’s heritage. The 
first panel will detail the 
history of the original an¬ 
chor commissioned for the 
ill-fated ocean liner in 1911 
and forged by Netherton 
firm Hingley. The second 
will detail the story of the 
replica, created for a Chan¬ 
nel 4 documentary looking 
at the ship’s construction. 

Lucky escape as 
car rolls in ditch 

FOUR people had a lucky 
escape when the car they 
were travelling in left the 
road and ended up on its 
side in a ditch in Dudley. 

Police and fire crews 
were called to the incident 
at Dudley Road in Pens- 
nett at about 12.30am on 
Saturday morning. 

The green Volkswagen 
Polo was badly damaged. 
Watch Commander Danny 
Hines from Brierley Hill 
Fire Station said: “The oc¬ 
cupants managed to get of 
the car but there were no 
serious injuries.” 

Choir in concert 
with a folk group 

A CHORAL concert at a 
Black Country church will 
also feature a folk group. 

In Sound Company com¬ 
munity choir will perform 
Like a Singing Bird on Sat¬ 
urday at St John’s Church, 
Stourbridge, at 7.30pm,. 

The music ranges from 
Hungarian folk tunes to 
musical theatre numbers. 

Folk group Stourfolk will 
support the choir and join 
them for the finale. Tickets 
£6 will be on the door. 

Banjo Dan’s date 
at the marina 

A RENOWNED banjoist 
will bring his UK wide tour 
to Dudley. 

Dan Walsh, who is pre¬ 
paring to release his lat¬ 
est album, Incidents and 
Accidents, will play at the 
Woodman Folk Club at 
Ashwood Marina in King- 
swinford on March 13. 
Tickets are priced £6. 

To book, call (01384) 
560462. 

Flowers for charity 

A FLOWER club will raise 
cash for Mary Stevens 
Hospice by selling floral 
arrangements for Mother’s 
Day. Members of Halesow¬ 
en Flower Club will be in 
Halesowen town centre 
from 9am on March 14. 
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Is Your Old Suite: 

Looking a little tired and worn??? ! 


35 Years Experience 
All Work Guaranteed 
iooo’s of Fabrics 
Prompt Efficent Service 
Discount for OAP s 


M JL L RTH IPHW aflfffitW i 

FREE 



Sofa Style 

Chatsworth House, 

Hayes Lane, Lye, 

Nr Stourbridge DY9 8RD 

STIMATES 01384 892,018 

www.sofastyleupholstery.co.uk 
uica Open Mon - Saturday 10am - 4pm 
*ASK FOR DETAILS 


&HFI : 3 
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Log Burners 


Now In Stock * 



OPEN 5 DAYS. CLOSED WEDNESDAY 8k SUNDAY 

L 

Visit our showroom at: 

Forge Lane, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, B64 5AL 

(Opposite Cradley Bus and Train Station) 

Telephone: 01384 343400 
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THE BEST OF -- 

PETERRHODES^^ 

NO, I’m not a racist. I just like throwing black people off 
trains. The more we learn about the Chelsea fans in the 
Paris Metro, the stranger it gets. 

FOR 800 years the Black Death has been blamed on 
rats. Now, scientists in Norway believe the plague was 
spread by gerbils, not rats. We are collectively guilty of 
eight centuries of historic rat abuse. It is time for royal 
pardons, an apology in Parliament, compensation and a 
full public inquiry with a sympathetic chairman. Over to 
you, Roland. 

THE most wince-making moment in Malcolm Rifkind’s 
chat with bogus lobbyists is when he declares that, 
because he is a former foreign secretary, he can arrange 
“useful access” to ambassadors everywhere. I doubt it. 
There is nothing as ex as an ex-minister. Ambassadors 
want to talk to today’s supremo, not yesterday’s man. 
Messrs Rifkind and Straw might get invited to the ambas¬ 
sador’s party - but only to hand out the sweeties. Why, 
Malcolm, you are spoiling us with these Ferrero Rocher. 

BACK in 1969 the hit by Blue Mink, Melting Pot, was 
the last word in politically-correct sentiment, cheerful¬ 
ly looking forward to a time when all the races would 
be mixed into one coffee-coloured world. Part of the 
blend would be “Curly Latin kinkies, mixed with yellow 
Chinkees.” A few days ago, the local radio station BBC 
Three Counties played a few lines of Melting Pot before 
presenter lain Lee warned listeners: “I think it might be a 
little bit racist now” and pulled it. The mistake we always 
make is assuming that today’s progressive attitudes are 
the last word and will endure for ever. They won’t. Just 
as we wince at Melting Pot, so our grandchildren will be 
horrified at the things people said and did back in 2015. 
Today’s well-meaning liberals are tomorrow’s figures of 
scorn. 

JOHN Prescott’s promotion to become Ed Miliband’s 
climate-change boss reinforces my hunch that Labour is 
aiming to win the General Election with the votes of peo¬ 
ple who cannot remember anything that happened more 
than five years ago. 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 


Big Centre TV channel 
shows old Crossroads 


DODGY sound, a row over Crossroads roy¬ 
alties and a launch show that was more cor¬ 
porate video than glitz and glamour — the 
newest Freeview TV channel dedicated to 
the West Midlands has not exactly got off to 
the smoothest of starts. 

Big Centre TV’s idea of a big opening night consisted 
of interviews with some of its executives sitting in front 


of their computers and dis¬ 
cussing a business plan be¬ 
fore the station was blessed 
by a clergyman. 

Veteran broadcaster 
Bob Hall’s news bulletin 
on Saturday was filmed by 
a camera that seemed to 
have zoomed out as far as 
it would go until someone 
realised and hit the button 
in a panic. 

And the sound was, at 
some stages, so poor it may 
as well have been filmed 
with a hairdryer by the mi¬ 
crophone. 

But some teething prob¬ 
lems are inevitable, par¬ 
ticularly given that it has 
only been three months 
since bosses were told they 
even had a licence, let alone 
having what they needed in 
place to be up and running 
seamlessly. 

And for all the glitches, 
there are currently a lot 
of young and keen peo¬ 
ple cutting their teeth in 
an increasingly compet¬ 
itive profession, making 
programmes in the West 
Midlands instead of in the 


By Daniel Wainwright 

media metropolis of Man¬ 
chester or in London, which 
has always gobbled up the li¬ 
on’s share. It also promotes 
local musicians, giving them 
an audience and reach they 
would never had had other¬ 
wise. 

Big Centre, which is based 
in Walsall’s Goldmine Cen¬ 
tre, is funded mostly by ad¬ 
verts. 

It is not the mighty BBC, 
with its obligatory television 
licence fee pumping mil¬ 
lions into programmes and 
promoting itself, lavishing 
huge salaries on its talent 
or attending news stories en 
masse. 

Nor is trying to be. It is a 
group of people finding their 
feet on the rather promi¬ 
nent position of Channel 8 
on the Freeview network. 

Big Centre has acquired 
3,000 episodes of the classic 
Midlands soap, Crossroads 
and shows it three times a 
day. 


Club pro to coach at Open 



Open season — Jamie Cundy at Dudley Golf Club 


A GOLFER is looking for¬ 
ward to rubbing shoulders 
with some of the game’s big¬ 
gest stars after being chosen 
to coach at the Open Cham¬ 
pionship. 

Jamie Cundy will be 
heading to the prestigious 
tournament at St Andrews, 
the only one of golfs majors 
which held on British soil, in 
the summer. 

The 46-year-old profes¬ 
sional, who joined Dudley 
Golf Club, based in Rowley 
Regis, last September, will 
coach spectators during free 
sessions as the top players 
compete for the Claret Jug. 

Mr Cundy has competed 
in regional tours during al¬ 
most three decades playing 
the sport. It will be the third 
consecutive year he has 
coached at the Open. 

He said: “Tim Henman 
came up for a lesson, but he 
was pretty good so he didn’t 
need much teaching.” 

The father-of-two from 
Edgbaston added: “It is an 
amazing experience. Last 
year at Hoylake in Liver¬ 
pool we saw some of the pros 
arrive in the evening and 
bumped into Robbie Wil¬ 
liams and George Clooney 
in the bar.” 


Frank new 
role for 
Lenny in 
Rita play 

ACTOR and comedian Len¬ 
ny Henry will star in a new 
stage version of Educat¬ 
ing Rita — a play made fa¬ 
mous on screen by his Black 
Country actor Julie Walters. 

The Dudley-born comic 
and actor will take on the 
role of Frank, who was 
played by Michael Caine in 
the 1983 film. 

The play gave Julie, who 
grew up in Smethwick, her 
big break when writer Willy 
Russell asked her to star on 
stage and she then went on 
to play Rita in the much¬ 
loved film alongside Caine. 

Brilliant 

Lenny, aged 56, will be 
performing at the Chiches¬ 
ter Theatre Festival from 
June 18 until July 25. 

He said: “Frank is a fan¬ 
tastic, brilliant role and I 
have always loved the movie 
with Michael Caine and 
Julie Walters.” 

The new version of Edu¬ 
cating Rita is being directed 
by Michael Buffong, artistic 
director of theatre company 
Talawa. 

Lenny’s latest role fol¬ 
lows his performance in 
in Rudy’s Rare Records at 
Birmingham Rep last Sep¬ 
tember. 

Lenny won an award for 
his portrayal of Othello for 
Northern Broadsides and 
completed an acclaimed 
tour and West End season in 
August Wilson’s award-win¬ 
ning Fences. 



DRIVING RANGE 

& GOLF ACADEMY 

Wassell Grove Lane, 
Hagley, DY9 9JW 


hagleygolfpro.co.uk 
- 01562 883852 
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Est 1987 


Manufacturers & Installers of 
windows, doors & conservatories 
A rated Windows As Standard 

10 Year Guarantee 

iFBEE QUOTATIONS 



Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

01384 566100 

www.blackcountryglazing.com 

Energy efficient windows that won't cost the earth 
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WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST 


There’s only one real way 
to stay warm this winter 


'Worcester Accredited Installer Diamond Installer 


WHY CHOOSE US? 

Welcome to Gastek Solutions Ltd, your 
friendly family run Central Heating and 
Plumbing business LOCAL to you! 


NEW GASTEK HOME SAFE PLAN 

• Free Annual Boiler service 

• All Parts And Labour Included 

• Taps and Toilets 

• Internal & External Drains 

• Unlimited Call Outs 

• Gas & Water Supply Pipes k 

PLUS MORE! 

ALL FROM 
JUST £9.99 
PER MONTH 


Unit B15 Anchor 
Business Park, 

Dudley DY2 9AF 
Office Open 8am-6pm 
Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 
Tel: 01384 560856 


LANDLORDS 
PLATINUM PLAN 

5 Service Plans for 
you to choose from 

•Bronze 'Silver 'Gold 
•Platinum 'Custom 




Hair and Beauty Salon 
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Isn’t it time for a 
New Garage Door? 

With the ESSATI SALE, the 
decision’s made so much easier 


Because we know that girls come in pairs.., 
^ For the whole of March recommend 
a friend and you can both enjoy 
k 10% off your next hair or 

beauty treatment! 


f 
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Bromsgrove Road 
Halesowen B63 3JJ 
0121-5501501 
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Our top of the range electric 'remote controlled' insulated 
aluminium rolling garage door-operated by hand held 
'keyring' handset is currently reduced from a 
RRP of £2250 - to an amazing £699 inc VAT & fitting. 

NOW JUST £699! 


INCLUDING VAT & FREE FITTIING 




Price includes: 

♦ Remote Control & keyring handset 

♦ Includes free internal manual override 
♦All doors conform fully to EU safety directives 

♦ Extremely secure auto-locking system 
♦White as standard, other colours available - ask for details 

♦ Full 12 month warranty ♦Bottom rubber weatherseal 

♦ Price is for any sized single sized door up to 8ft 6" wide 

♦ Double skinned aluminium with foam insulation 

CALL 01245 396910 

This special offer includes free fitting. 

The offer on our website does not include free fitting. 

To benefit from this offe r you should c all 01245 396910 

www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 


inspirational Be Inspired 

FIRES &. FIREPLACES 1>,C ' I1IWJ/II EiH . . . 

Tt 


Official stockists of 




£ WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST WORCESTER BOSCH SPECIALIST 


Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX Tel: 0121 429 3186 

S Opening Times: Monday-Saturday 10.00am-6.00pm Lmbcm 

www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: info@inspirationalfires.co.uk 







































Thousand 
fail to get 
preferred 
school 

ONE in four children in 
Sandwell have failed to se¬ 
cure a place at their first 
choice secondary school, 
according to the lastest fig¬ 
ures. 

Some 74 per cent of pupils 
had been allocated a place at 
their preferred school this 
September - leaving around 
1,000 youngsters disap¬ 
pointed. 

A total of 425 pupils were 
instead offered a place at 
the school put down as their 
second choice, while 187 got 
their third favourite choice. 

More than 350 children 
- 10 per cent - were not of¬ 
fered a place at any of their 
top three schools. 

Parents across the coun¬ 
try found out on Monday 
which schools their children 
would be going to on what 
was dubbed National Offer 
Day. The number of chil¬ 
dren accepted at their first 
choice school in Sandwell is 
below the national average 
of 85 per cent. 

Council bosses said de¬ 
sired schools in the borough 
were oversubscribed. 

A council spokesman said: 
“Parents can put down six 
schools in Sandwell, so the 
number who got either first, 
second or third is quite high. 

“While one in four didn’t 
get their first school, nearly 
90 per cent got one of their 
top three. Some schools are 
heavily subscribed, which 
affects the outcome. We 
would also remind parents 
there is an appeals process.” 


Council tax frozen but 
tougher times are coming 


COUNCIL tax in Dudley has been frozen for 
another year, but councillors have warned of 
difficult times ahead as Government funding 
continues to fall. 

Dudley Council approved what is described as a 
‘very difficult budget’ at a full meeting this week. 

The authority will have to make savings of £22.1 mil¬ 
lion in 2015/16 rising to £24.3m in 2016/17 and £26.3m in 


£2017/18. 

But officials have warned 
this will still leave a further 
gap of £32.7m which will 
need to be addressed by 
2017/18. 

A total of 36 council¬ 
lors voted in favour of the 
budget, with 18 abstaining 
and nine voting against pro¬ 
posals. 

While controversial plans 
to axe free transport for 
special needs children were 
shelved, to the delight of 
campaigners, other plans 
— including proposals to 
increase charges for sports 
pitches — were included. 

Finance boss Council¬ 
lor Stuart Turner said in 
2010/11 the council was re¬ 
ceiving more than £196m 
ofgrant funding, but said 
by next year the equivalent 
funding will have fallen 
below £130m. 

The meeting was told 
the authority is on track to 
save £lm due to the ongoing 
management restructure, 
although some said savings 
would be far less when costs 
are taken into account. 


By Lee Watton 


Councillor Turner said it 
would not be a one-off sav¬ 
ing but would be ongoing 
year on year. 

“Yes there will be costs 
but they will be one-off pay¬ 
ments which have been ac¬ 
counted for,” he said. 

Conservative group leader 
Councillor Patrick Harley 
said the council could no 
longer rely on Government 
grants and had to look 
at ways of raising money 
through its own initiative. 

He suggested commercial¬ 
isation of some council ser¬ 
vices, such as construction 
or environment projects. 

“The council needs to 
show real ambition and 
leadership and that is lack¬ 
ing in this budget,” he said. 

UKIP councillor Paul 
Brothwood put forward 
amendments, including 
axing the post of chief ex¬ 
ecutive, but these were re¬ 
jected. 


Harriet’s pink bus rolls into town 



Deputy Labour Party Leader Harriet Harman talks to women in Netherton beside her pink bus 


HARRIET Harman said 
women had been ‘hit the 
hardest’ by Government 
cuts as she urged them to 
vote at the General Election 
as part of her whistle-stop 
tour of the Black Country. 

Labour’s deputy leader 
rolled into Netherton and 
Halesowen in her contro¬ 
versial pink battle bus this 
week. 

She met with a group of 
20 women at the Savoy Cen¬ 
tre before meeting shoppers 
in Halesowen High Street 
and the Crossbow Shopping 
Centre. 

Difference 

She said: “There was 
more than 700,000 women 
in this region who did not 
vote in the General Election 
last time - many because 
they do not have the confi¬ 
dence or faith in the system. 

“We are going out with 
our bus to ask women what 
is important to them and 
how Labour can make a dif¬ 
ference.” 

She warned that further 
Government cuts would see 
spending go back to 1930s’ 
levels and said there was 
still a big equality gap be¬ 
tween men and women. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Brierley Hill war 
memorial is listed 

THE importance of a war 
memorial in Brierley Hill 
has been recognised after 
it was awarded grade II 
listed status. 

The memorial at the top 
of Church Hill which fea¬ 
tures a statue of a solider 
has been given the status 
based on its historic and 
sculptural value. A report 
from English Heritage said 
it was an ‘eloquent wit¬ 
ness to the tragic impacts 
of world wars on the com¬ 
munity and the sacrifices 
made in conflicts’. 

The memorial was un¬ 
veiled in 1921, three years 
after the end of the First 
World War. The figure on 
top of the pedestal is based 
on photographs of Stanley 
Harley, the first Brierley 
Hill man to be awarded 
the Distinguished Conduct 
Medal. 

Pallet blaze at a 
derelict factory 

ARSONISTS are responsi¬ 
ble for a fire at a derelict 
factory in Rowley Regis. 

Fire crews were called 
to the factory on Doulton 
Road shortly after 4pm on 
Sunday. 

Watch Commander Jus¬ 
tin Bayliss, from Haden 
Cross, said: “Somebody 
had obviously broken into 
the building and set fire 
to some pallets inside. We 
have been to this building 
three or four times in the 
past few years. We were 
able to put the fire out 
swiftly. 

“We always like to re¬ 
peat that it is dangerous 
to play around in derelict 
factories.” 



HWindows & Conservatories, Orangeries, 
Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards j | 

Every window and conservatory is custom 
made to the most rigorous quality standards 
you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has more 

experience and know how ^ 
than Rydale, and that’s 
\ N. \ why we have been in 

business for more 

_ m p_ i i than 30 years. 


K&TfMAjgfl 
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Supplied 
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& Fitted...Across the Midlands 


FREEPH0NEi0800 917i6060j 


No deposits or stage 
payments, you only pay 
when the installation has 
been completed 


VYlakszthsi 


'SMAWn W. 


Open Weekdays 9am to 5.30pm I Saturday 9am to 4pm I Sunday Closed 

Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen, B62 9LS 

www.rydalewindows.co.uk 


Repair Service 
Available 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 
ON MARCH INSTALLATIONS 
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with Mark Andrews 


A GROUP of around 200 of us 
stood in the driving rain on a 
cold night, but there was not a 
word of complaint. 

Most of the crowd were made 
up of teenagers, who are not 
noted for being early risers, but 
there was not a murmur of dis¬ 
sent about having had to get up 
at 3.30 in the morning. 

There is something about 
Auschwitz which puts our every¬ 
day moans into perspective. 

Last week, the Holocaust Ed¬ 
ucational Trust took a party of 
youngsters from schools across 
the West Midlands to the notori¬ 
ous Nazi death camp in Poland, 
and it was a privilege to be able 
to join them. 

Today, many of us think we are 
reasonably well informed about 
what went on, but it is only when 
you stand in the locations where 
so many people came about 
their deaths that you can possi¬ 
bly comprehend the enormity of 
it all. 

Holocaust 

The scratch marks in the gas 
chambers, which had been 
designed to look like shower 
blocks, where the victims of 
the Holocaust would have tried 
to cling to life as they breathed 
their last. 

The masses of human hair, 
mercilessly shaven from the 
prisoners to make the lining of 
soldiers’ trousers. 

The clinical, Germanic effi¬ 
ciency, which saw every item of 
the victims’ possessions fastidi¬ 
ously sorted and steam cleaned 
before being redistributed to 
new owners who were consid¬ 
ered more in keeping with Na¬ 
tional Socialist ideals. 

It is too much to try to un¬ 
derstand how anybody’s con¬ 
science would allow them to be¬ 
have in this way, but everybody 
should visit Auschwitz at least 
once in their life. 

□□□□ 

WHEN it was reported that 
new laws would be coming into 
force this week introducing new 
limits for drivers taking cough 
medicine it seemed bizarre. 

To be honest my initial thought 
was it was just another example 
of politicians and police chiefs 
hammering motorists for that 
heinous crime - that is of just 
driving a car. 

Yes we all know these things 
can make you a little drowsy, 
but stopping people at the side 
of the road, asking them if they 
have been taking cough mix¬ 
ture? 

“Hello, hello, hello, is that Be- 
nylin I can smell on your breath, 
sir?” 

But to be fair to the Old Bill, 
it seems they are not looking 
for people who take these sub¬ 
stances for medicinal purpos¬ 
es. Apparently, there are people 
who take prescription medicine 
in large quantities just for the en¬ 
joyment of it. 

The idiocy of mankind never 
ceases to amaze. 



The statue of the Slasher at Coronation Gardens, Tipton The fighter gets the better of one of his opponents Chris Smith has a written a book on the Tipton Slasher 

Slasher book is 
packing a punch 


LEE WATTON talks to an 
author who has written all 
about the legendary Tipton 
Slasher, William Perry 

DESPITE his fame as one of 
the Black Country’s sporting 
greats, the life of boxer Wil¬ 
liam Perry, better known as the 
Tipton Slasher, has remained 
largely a mystery. 

It was this which spurred author 
Chris Smith to painstakingly piece 
together the renowned fighter’s sto¬ 
ry - and debunk some of the myths 
surrounding him. 

After three years research the book, 
called Slasher - the True Story of Wil¬ 
liam Perry, the Tipton Slasher, was 
launched at Tipton Library on Saturday. 

Mr Smith, aged 61, from Gornal, said 
his quest had involved hours of research 
using the British Newspaper Archive and 
time hunting through old boxing books 
and periodicals. But he quickly found his 
efforts hampered by a number of impos¬ 
tors who had passed themselves off as 
the Tipton Slasher at the height of the 
real boxer’s fame. 

Mr Smith said: “The information itself 
took a long time to piece together and 
wasn’t helped by the number of people 
who took to calling themselves the Tip- 
ton Slasher. 

“For example there was one chap 
called Hopkinson, who was arrested and 
charged with poaching around 30 times. 
He called himself the Tipton Slasher but 
was, obviously, an impostor.” 

But Mr Smith said while sifting the in¬ 
formation had been difficult, it had been 
a ‘hugely rewarding challenge’ which 
revealed a rags-to-riches and back-to- 
rags tale. The author said he had been 
inspired to write the book because while 
the majority of people knew of the Tipton 
Slasher, very few knew his life story. 



The Tipton Slasher, William Perry, whose personal life has remained a mystery 


“If you were to walk down any street 
in the Black Country and asked people 
if they had heard of the Slasher, I think 
its fair to say most would have,” he said. 
“However ask them about any details of 
his life and they would be struggling. It 
is not often you encounter a figure who 
is so well-known but at the same time 
a mystery.” 

His research has uncovered a num¬ 
ber of intriguing stories, including 
the Slasher’s encounters with literary 
giants Charles Dickens and William 
Makepeace Thackeray along with the 


highest paid actress of the age Adah 
Menken. It charts his birth in Park 
Lane, Tipton, in 1819 and his early life 
working on the region’s network of ca¬ 
nals. His parents, Timothy and Sarah 
Perry, also worked on boats. 

The book reveals by the age of 16, 
Perry had moved to London and worked 
as a navvy - a tough life constructing 
canals and railways. It was here his leg¬ 
end was first forged when he took on, 
and defeated, an Irishman called Bar¬ 
ney Dogherty in a bare-knuckle fight 
which attracted a crowd of almost a 


thousand. Afterwards, Perry returned 
to the Midlands beating champions from 
Birmingham and Gornal. He was taken 
on by a less-than-reputable manager 
called Johnny Broome who arranged a 
contest with American fighter Charles 
Freeman, who at the time was being 
touted as ‘Champion Of The World’. 

Although Perry lost the bout, he 
gained a reputation as a pugilist capable 
of taking on and beating the best fight¬ 
ers. 

During his career, he was twice 
crowned champion of England and be¬ 
came the toast of nobility and even roy¬ 
alty. 

But all this was to change when his 
winning streak came to an end and he 
lost his title to a fighter named Tom Say¬ 
ers, of Brighton. 

It proved to be a double blow for Perry 
as not only did he lose the champion¬ 
ship, he had also bet nearly all his pos¬ 
sessions on winning the bout. Although 
not destitute, he lost the vast majority of 
his belongings and was reduced to scrap¬ 
ing a living back on the canals where he 
started during the last few years of his 
life. 

Mr Smith said descriptions of Perry’s 
fights had been published in several 
earlier books but this was the first time 
his life away from the ring had been re¬ 
searched in any depth. 

The author, who has written five 
books previously, said: “Because of the 
level of research this is the longest it has 
taken me to write a book from gestation 
to final publication. 

“However it has been a very reward¬ 
ing experience. I set out to not only 
chronicle William Perry’s life in detail 
but also to disprove some of the myths 
which have built up around him. 

The book is usually priced £8.99 but 
will be available at the reduced price of 
£7.50 at the launch at Tipton Library. 
Copies can be pre-ordered before the end 
of February at the same discount from 
the publishers Arcos Design, Gornal 
Wood. 



WEEK IN r 
POLITICS 


£67,000. That’s a lot of money to 
get every year, isn’t it? OK, it’s 
not the salary Wayne Rooney 
would even bother to lace up his 
boots for. But it’s still not a bad 
whack. 

MPs have argued the toss 
over second jobs and whether 
or not they should be allowed to 
do them. It all seemed to stem 
from the sting on former Foreign 
Secretaries Sir Malcolm Rifkind 
and Jack Straw over ‘cash for 
access’. 

Labour will ban all its MPs 
from second jobs. Is that really 
necessary? What Sir Malcolm 
and Mr Straw are accused of is 
using their positions as MPs in 
return for money. Both deny any 
wrongdoing. And that’s rather a 
far cry from what our MPs in the 
West Midlands do. 

Aside from a few hundred quid 
here and there for appearances 
on TV and radio programmes, 
those who make money on the 
side do it in the professions they 
held before they became MPs. 

Stone MP Sir Bill Cash, for 
example, made a tidy £25,000 
doing 70 hours work as a so¬ 
licitor. Stafford’s Jeremy Lefroy 
made considerably less doing 
a few more hours in the African 
coffee, cocoa and management 
services company of which he is 
a director. 

Property 

Some MPs have a few shares. 
Others rent out a property here 
and there. It’s not exactly the 
2009 expenses scandal is it? 
But we know about it because 
the rules require them to declare 
all this in the Register of Mem¬ 
bers’ Interests. 

Ultimately MPs have to make 
sure they do their duty and serve 
their constituents. But is it any 
worse doing a bit of work here 
and there when Parliament’s in 
recess when compared with be¬ 
ing a minister? After all, those 
MPs carrying the red boxes and 
getting driven around in the Jag¬ 
uars still have constituencies 
just like the backbenchers. 

There’s another reason, too, 
that I’d rather see people like 
Sir Bill and Mr Lefroy keep their 
hand in with their businesses. 
For a start it means they keep up 
their experience outside of the 
Westminster bubble. 

There are enough MPs as it is 
who have been career politicians 
- going from university to some 
form of advisory role and then on 
to a candidacy - without limiting 
even further the things they can 
do. And with a General Election 
looming, if an MP in a marginal 
seat severed all ties with their 
old business I wouldn’t think 
they were dedicated, I’d think 
they were mad. 

□□□□ 

I’m going into self-imposed 
exile as the third series of the 
American version of House of 
Cards has been made available 
on Netflix. All the episodes are 
available at once. So I’m going 
to forget about the scheming in 
the Commons by watching the 
scheming in the White House. 



Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: I Call us now: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 0121 553 4682 


We make it 


BETTA 


BUILDINGS 

















































'Disgrace' to close unit 

WITH reference to the article in mainstream system because teach- 
last week’s Express and Star and ers have so many other pupils to 
Dudley Chronicle, we write in sup- deal with. 

port of the Speech and Language The language unit at Hasbury 
Unit at Hasbury. work so much more closely with in- 

As grandparents of a child who dividual children and they benefit 
was fortunate enough to attend this from this. 

unit and benefit from the excellent Our grandchild returned to full 
work done by Mrs Hemms and her time mainstream school more than 
team, we feel that closing this unit a year earlier than he was meant to 
will deprive children who urgently because of the work that they did 
need help with their communication there. To close this facility just to 
skills and the chance to benefit as save money is a disgrace, 
our grandchild did. M TURNER 

Children so easily get lost in the Lower Gornal 


Commuter trains are 
better than tram plan 

WE have been waiting for 50 years for pas¬ 
senger trains to return to 13 miles of empty 
rail line from Stourbridge Junction to Wal¬ 
sall. Now Dudley Council is wanting to give 
one mile to a group to test their Very Light 
Rail tram idea. It will prevent for ever com¬ 
muter trains calling at a re-opened station 
at Castle Hill. What is the point of spend¬ 
ing £25m on a mile of tram line when for 
£200m we could have direct links to all the 
UK without having to go via New Street? 

TIM WELLER 

Halesowen 


Get rid of 
‘hideous’ 
ex-theatre 

I HAVE been impressed 
by what Dudley MBC has 
achieved in regenerating 
the centre of the town and 
the improvements to the 
zoo, museum and canal tun¬ 
nel leisure attractions. The 
construction of the light 
railway will further add to 
the establishment of Dudley 
as a tourist centre. 

What a pity that when 
looking down from the zoo 
the view is marred by the 
hideous red brick cube that 
is the Hippodrome. What¬ 
ever is done or spent will 
be compromised by its pres¬ 
ence. That the Hippodrome 
attracted famous names in 
the past is utterly irrele¬ 
vant. The world has moved 
on. It has been empty for so 
long because no one could 
find an economically viable 
use for it. Let us get rid of 
it and in its place create a 
garden with trees and the 
statue of the Earl of Dudley 
as a centrepiece, without the 
generosity of the Earl there 
would be no zoo. 

B OSBORNE 

Dudley 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


E-MAIL 


Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


Dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Syria three not the 
fault of authorities 

THREE teenage girls fly out to join IS in Syria and imme¬ 
diately there are questions asked as to why they weren’t 
stopped by counter-terrorism officers. 

In the CCTV pictures they are dressed in western clothes, 
and look like any other group of young people flying off on 
a holiday, after all Turkey is a favourite budget holiday 
destination as well as a route to Syria. 

Can you imagine the reports in the press if any young 
people were stopped at the departure gate and held for 
questioning probably for a period of time, which would 
cause them to miss their flight, in order to be sure they 
were not travelling abroad for the wrong reasons? 

Whilst having every sympathy with their families, once 
again it is the British way of passing the blame to the au¬ 
thorities which always happens. If the girls were being 
groomed on social media that is something that should 
have been picked up by family or friends. 

These are public sites, we do not need MI5 to monitor 
these, they can be seen by almost anyone. Exit checks will 
be brought back after being scrapped in 1997, so delays will 
then be adding to the stress of airports. 

R GWILLIAMS 

Brierley Hill 


Don’t ditch 
appointment 
for the GP 

I would like to comment on 
an article put in the Let¬ 
ters to the Editor page by J 
James who wants to go back 
to queuing system at the 
doctors surgeries. 

I certainly wouldn’t want 
to go back to the draconian 
days of first-come first- 
served when wanting to see 
my doctor. What could be 
any better than by appoint¬ 
ment. If a person doesn’t 
turn up for their appoint¬ 
ment, the next one is called. 

People who have appoint¬ 
ment nearly always turn up 
10 to 15 minutes before their 
appointment time, so I can’t 
see the problem. I certainly 
wouldn’t want to queue for 
what could be hours wait¬ 
ing to see the doctor. I have 
better things to do with my 
time. It is unfortunate that 
people who don’t turn up for 
their appointment haven’t 
taken the trouble to cancel. 
What should be done about 
broken appointments is an¬ 
other issue, let’s keep the 
appointment system please. 

B WHITEHOUSE 

Kingswinford 



"A beautiful new kitchen... 

We are so pleased we chose Hagley Kitchens - for Graham and his team 
nothing was to much trouble... Thank you" Tony & Beryl Rhead - Halesowen 

"like magic everything was in place... tiling, electrics, and beautiful appliances... a 
fantastically designed kitchen. Graham made everything simple" Audrey Basterfieid, Hasbury 

'They gave us our perfect kitchen, a great local company." Sandra Donnelly, Kingswinford 

"The kitchen of our Dreams, we made so many changes but all was completed with so 
little fuss... I love showing off my new kitchen to everyone!! Norah & Chris Painter, Pedmore 

"A major project completed on time without any problems at all" Gill McKenzie, Codsaii 

Guaranteed unbeatable on price 



Cali Graham Edmonds 

for your 'FREE', no obligation 
new Hagley Kitchen's design 


07776207596 

or 0121 602 3031 


See some of our range of beautiful Modern and Traditional kitchens at: WWW.HagleyKitchens.CO.Llk 


INSTALLATION • TILING • GAS • ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • BUILDING 


INTERESTED IN 

A ! 3 = IN... 


Food Service 

Professional Cookery (Chef) 
Bakery & Confectionery 
Food Science & Nutrition 
Hospitality 
Travel & Tourism 
Aviation Operations 


Sports Coaching & Fitness 
Childcare & Education 
Early Years Education & Care 
Health & Social Care 
Hairdressing/Barbering 
Beauty Therapy 
Theatrical Make-up 



UNIVERSITY 

COLLEGE 

BIRMINGHAM 

OPEN DAY 

Monday 16th March 
4-7pm 


Register at ucb.ac.uk/FEopendays 

For further information tel: 0121 232 4299 



t T/nn 

University College Birmingham 



Previously known as the Birmingham College of Food, Tourism and Creative Studies 
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* 85,000 
families 
face fuel 
poverty 

MORE than 85,000 fami¬ 
lies in the Black Country 
and Staffordshire are living 
in fuel poverty and cannot 
afford to heat their homes, 
new figures reveal. 

Campaigners have 
warned this could lead to 
3,600 deaths. 

Treating illnesses related 
to living in cold conditions 
could also cost the NHS £22 
billion over that time, the 
National Energy Action- 
charity said as it called for 
more efforts by the Govern¬ 
ment to help people strug¬ 
gling to heat their homes. 

Fuel poverty is defined 
as being unable to afford to 
heat a home at reasonable 
cost. 

The charity has also cal¬ 
culated that Black Country 
and Staffordshire residents 
contribute £60.4 million 
each year in tax from their 
energy bills. 

Efficiency 

The worst hit area is 
Sandwell, where there are 
21,330 homes in fuel pov¬ 
erty, with Wolverhamp¬ 
ton second at 18,316, then 
18,129 in Dudley, 17,030 
in Walsall, 6,772 in Staf¬ 
ford and 4,411 in Cannock 
Chase. 

A report from the charity 
highlights that the Treasury 
will raise £28 billion in taxes 
on household electricity 
and gas bills over the next 
decade, and called for Gov¬ 
ernment funds to improve 
domestic energy efficiency. 

Some 4.5 million people 
are in fuel poverty across 
the UK, say campaigners. 


Breast cancer surgery 
compensation protest 


WOMEN who were treated by negligent 
breast surgeon Ian Paterson joined forces 
with MPs at a protest to voice their anger at 
delays to compensation payments. 

Victims and their supporters chanted ‘we want 
justice’ outside Spire Parkway Hospital in Solihull. 

The patients claim they were given unnecessary or 
rule-breaching breast surgeries at the private hospital by 


Mr Paterson. Some 50 pro¬ 
testors delivered an open 
letter to bosses calling on 
them to accept responsibil¬ 
ity for Mr Paterson’s alleg¬ 
edly negligent surgery. 

Mr Paterson worked as a 
cancer surgeon at hospitals 
owned by the Heart of Eng¬ 
land NHS Trust and Spire 
Healthcare in the Midlands. 

Although the trust has 
already began making pay¬ 
ments to affected women, 
those who were treated at 
Spire Healthcare say they 
have not yet received com¬ 
pensation. The protesters 
were joined by Dudley-born 
Solihull MP Lorely Burt 
who is among politicians to 
raise the case with Health 
Secretary Jeremy Hunt and 
the Care Quality Commis¬ 
sion. 

It came hours after news 
that the Medical Defence 
Union told solicitors that its 
insurance will not cover Mr 
Paterson for his operations 
at private hospitals. 

Debbie Douglas, from 
Birmingham, underwent 
surgery with Mr Paterson 
at Spire Parkway in 2003, to 
be later told that the ‘cleav- 


By Peter Madeley 


age sparing’ technique he 
used was against guidelines 
and could increase the risk 
of breast cancer returning. 

She said: “We are here 
protesting to show how 
angry we are at Spire. It’s 
been three years with no 
change in the status of the 
legal case. I have become 
close with a number of 
other affected patients and 
it’s devastating to watch 
some of my friends’ breast 
cancers return because of 
the treatment he gave them. 

“Spire has made countless 
empty promises to us,but 
they have let us down time 
after time. We think we de¬ 
serve better and we will not 
be ignored.” 

Mr Patterson was sus¬ 
pended by the General Med¬ 
ical Council in 2012 after 
being accused of performing 
‘cleavage sparing mastecto¬ 
mies’ on women, an unrec¬ 
ognised procedure. 

Thompsons Solicitors’ 
has pursued legal cases for 
hundreds of Mr Paterson’s 
former patients. 


Baseball champs pitching for players 



The Stourbridge Titans baseball team are looking for new members. Front is catcher and chairman Shaun Healy 


A BASEBALL team is pitching for 
new players as it looks to defend its 
league crown. 

Stourbridge Titans were champions 
last season and have begun prepara¬ 
tions for the new campaign in the AA 
Central Division, which begins again 
in April. 

They want to encourage more peo¬ 
ple in the Black Country to take up 
the game. 

Member Stuart Walton, aged 32, a 
teacher at Windsor High School and 
Sixth Form, in Halesowen, has been 


playing baseball with the Titans since 
2011. 

He said: “Since I’ve been part of it 
I’ve done nothing but enjoy myself. 

“We’ve grown as a club and we can 
turn up to games without having to dig 
out the field. 

League 

“We won 15 of our 20 games, last 
year, winning the league. We have a 
very good team spirit.” 

Mr Walton was encouraged to join 
the team by founders Shaun Healy, a 


former colleague, and Cory Millard, 
from Wollaston, a policeman, who 
created the team after playing for the 
Birmingham Maple Leafs for several 
years. 

Training is usually either on Tues¬ 
day or Wednesday evenings, and on 
Sundays between 10am and 1pm 
before games, which are played at 
Gibson Field, set up at Thorns Com¬ 
munity College, Quarry Bank. 

Follow the club on Facebook.com/ 
stourbridgetitans, twitter @StourTi- 
tans, or on their own youtube channel. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Search on for the 
oldest maths set 

FOR generations of pupils 
the Helix Oxford Maths 
Set has been an essential 
accompaniment to their 
pencil case and text books. 

The iconic blue-labelled 
tin of mathematical instru¬ 
ments has been present in 
classes for 80 years and 
now Black Country-based 
Maped Helix is hoping to 
find the oldest surviving 
set. The firm is an official 
sponsor of National Sta¬ 
tionery Week 2015 and 
will show the earliest tins 
at the event as a nod to its 
heritage. The owner of the 
oldest tin will receive a £50 
voucher and £25 worth of 
stationery. 

In 2012 Helix moved its 
HQ to the Pensnett Estate 
in Dudley. The 125-year- 
old business left its plant 
in Lye after French firm 
Maped bought out the firm. 

Expanding firm is 
taking on workers 

A FIRM is expanding its 
workforce by 10 per cent 
due to continuing demand. 

Additional roles at Bird 
Stevens Manufacturing 
include new apprentice¬ 
ships in administration 
and engineering. Together 
with skilled operatives in 
presswork, welding and 
assembly, it will take the 
workforce to 70 full time. 

Based in Quarry Bank, 
the century-old firm was 
acquired by the existing 
management team in a 
buyout last year, and they 
say orders are coming in 
from the UK and Europe. 

Director Nicola Price 
said the success was “are a 
culmination of combining 
our traditional facilities 
with the latest high-tech 
equipment, coupled with 
innovation.” 




Minibus 


Supporting Local Communities 


CT Minibus provides 
low-cost mini-bus 
travel for community 
groups and other 
not-for-profit 
organisations 



• I 



Do you need to use a minibus 
and can’t afford the rates charged by 
hire companies? 


□ Paid Drivers Available 

□ MIDAS Training For Your Drivers 

□ Up to 16 Passengers 

□ Wheelchairs Assessible Vehicles 

□ Competitive Rates 

□ Special Weekend, Evening and School Holiday Rates 

CALL US ON 0845 209 0191 

www.communitytransport.org 




Mother’s I)(t 

ME 


SATURDAY, MARCH 




Write your message here. One word per box 


Mother’s Surname.First Name.. 


of your choice 

Name:. Mother’s Address: . 

Telephone Number:. . 

Postcode:. 

If you have selected an illustrated message, please enclose a cheque for £10, made payable to M.N.A, and sent to the address below. 


Send to: Mother’s Day Greetings, Classifieds, 51-53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton WV1 1ES or call 
into your local Express & Star office. Deadline for messages is 11am, Friday, March 13, 2015. 


Express & Star 
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Car shunted through 
wall in accident 



The scene of destruction after the car was shunted 

through a brick wall in Stourbridge town centre 

THIS is the aftermath when a car was shunted through a 
brick wall near the Tesco Extra store in Stourbridge town 
centre. 

Bricks were left scattered across the entrance to the 
store’s underground car park in after a Renault, which had 
been on the neighbouring Stourbridge Institute car park, 
smashed through the wall above after onlookers reported 
seeing a silver car shunt the unoccupied Renault through 
the wall. 


Ambulance 

The car that hit the Renault is believed to have been 
driven by an elderly man who had a passenger, neither of 
whom were badly injured. 

The accident off Bell Street, opposite the Crystal Leisure 
Centre, happened around 12.45pm last Wednesday. 

Suzie Wheaton, a spokeswoman West Midlands Ambu¬ 
lance Service, said: “There were two patients both of which 
were assessed and discharged at the scene. 

“Neither required hospital treatment.” 


City festive 
market is 

a£400m 

attraction 


MORE than five million people spent nearly 
£400 million at Birmingham’s Christmas Mar¬ 
kets - record figures for the hugely popular 
festive attraction. 

The increasing success of the event, including its 
jam-packed traditional Frankfurt Christmas market 
serving up bratwursts and gluhwein, pulled in a re¬ 


cord 5.5m visitors. 

That footfall figure is up 
1.2m from 2012’s market. 
This 28 per cent increase in 
visitor numbers contributed 
to a record consumer spend 
of £397m - nearly double 
the £20 lm generated in 
2012 when figures were last 
calculated. 

The city’s hotel trade also 
benefited, with an average 
occupancy rate of 84 per 
cent during the Christmas 
Markets programme, up 
from 79 per cent in 2012. 

Birmingham’s festive 
offer in 2014 saw its Christ¬ 
mas Markets - the largest 
of their kind in the UK - 
attract visitors from across 
Europe. 

Councillor Ian Ward, dep¬ 
uty leader of Birmingham 
City Council, said: “These 
record-breaking visitor 
numbers demonstrate the 
quality and wide appeal of 
Birmingham’s Christmas 
Markets. 


By Simon Penfold 

“Our extensive festive 
programme has drawn visi¬ 
tors from across the UK and 
Europe, all of whom have 
enjoyed the city’s retail and 
events offer, as well as the 
famous Birmingham wel¬ 
come. 

“The positive figures form 
an excellent base for 2015, 
which is set to be one of Bir¬ 
mingham’s most exciting 
periods in over a decade.” 

Birmingham is set to 
build upon the success of 
its Christmas Markets as it 
welcomes international visi¬ 
tors with a series of tourism 
trade delegations visiting 
the region in the first quar¬ 
ter of 2015. 

Hopes are high for a 
major boost to local tourism 
as the region plays host to 
more than 50 leading travel 
trade leaders from India and 
Japan as part of ExploreGB. 




Offering you nursing experience and expertise in 
our idyllic country retreat ensuring your stay with 
us feels like home from home. 


We offer 

• 24 hour nursing care in a warm and friendly environment 

• Single and double bedrooms available, en-suite facilities 

• Specialist care for dementia, nursing and Palliative Care 

• Weekly activity packages, day trips, pub visits, etc 

• Home cooked meals prepared by our 5* rated kitchens 

• Large gardens where you can become friends with our 
Shetland pony, cat and guinea pig 


www.yewtreenursinghome.co.uk 

Come and see for yourselves - no appointment necessary 


Yew Trees, Yew Tree Place, Romsley, B62 ONX 
Tel: 01562 710809 



Opening times: 


How to 
find us... 


DRIVING RANGE 


Mon - Frl l.oo*m - 9 . 30 pm 
Sat/Sun 6 . 00 am - 6 . 00 pm 

(6.00pm Winter) 

Ho dress coda And don't worry if 
you harvon t got any clubs you can 


Free membership >f Golf Range 
50 balls for £i~oo (1 time only offer 
wtyen you pre*>ent this flyer) 

First 30 minute PGA lesson £ 9.99 



Coni&ct cal $oca txeeoi it^ori^a^ion. .. 


Hr GOLF ACADI A1Y 



Wassell Grove Lane, off A456. 

{signposted Wossol Grove, off Ino roundabout at top of 
Hagtey Hilt 750 yard* from Old H«de*oman* RfO 


■i 


Hagley Driving Range & Golf Academy, Wassell Grove Lane, Hagley, DYg gJW 


Tel: 01562 883 852 or email: golfcoachtabhotmail.co.uk 
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CHIEVE... 

WAY 


s CV^ 


What sort of secondary school do you want for 
your child? Leasowes High School in Halesowen is an 
ambitious, happy and hard-working school that offers 
small class sizes and a strong, caring pastoral team whose 
highly personalised approach aims to meet each individual 
student’s needs. 


Having recently earned the national BIG Award for 
anti-bullying intervention work, we can give your child 
the secure and positive start to secondary education 
she or he needs. Recent parent surveys tell us that: 

. 99 % feel that their child is safe in school 
. 97 % say that their child is happy at school 
• 97 % feel that their child is well taught 
. 96 % say that their child makes good progress 


In February 2015, one of Her Majesty’s Inspectors for 
Schools said of Leasowes: 



'Students were very clear that they were well supported to achieve 
their best and that they were challenged appropriately . 1 



They were particularly keen to emphasise that they 
could get help whenever they needed it and that they 
felt their teachers knew their needs well.’ 

With a major programme of refurbishment worth £1.2 
million already underway and a similar sum committed 
in the next five years we are aiming high for the future. 
This, along with new HD tablet computers for all new 
starters in 2015, should ensure a flying start to the 
secondary experience! 

Contact us directly on 01384 816285 if you feel 
we might be the right choice for your child. 


ASPIRE AND A CHIEVE 

E 


002 , 9 , 63 , 140 , 141 , 241 




Interior design expert Julia Kendell on hand to offer advice 

COMPETITION 

Time to home 
in on advice 
from experts 



Plenty of stands for the crowds to see 


THERE will be a larger than ever 
pool of hands-on property special¬ 
ists to inspire visitors at The National 
Homebuilding & Renovating Show. 

As the property market has 
strengthened over the past year, the 
updated National Homebuilding & 
Renovating Show, sponsored by Angli¬ 
an Home Improvements, is returning in 
full force to the NEC, Birmingham from 
March 26-29 with a record number of 
more than 15 self-build, renovation 
and home improvement specialists. 

And the organisers have teamed 
up with the Chronicle series to give 
70 readers the chance to win a pair of 
tickets to the show. 

Homeowners planning to undertake 
a house project such as remodelling, 
extending, constructing a new dwell¬ 
ing from scratch or revamping their 


existing property will find more tailored 
inspiration and specialist guidance to 
pursue their plans than ever before. 

Throughout the four days, visitors 
will have access to the latest products, 
services and innovations from more 
than 500 exhibitors, and one-to-one 
consultations to discuss tailor made 
project ideas. 

They will be able to attend free sem¬ 
inars held by experts and masterclass¬ 
es, sponsored by Internorm, on topics 
including sustainable heating; financial 
and planning permission issues; eco 
living and architectural design. 

Charlie Luxton, sustainable 
architectural designer and presenter 
of More4’s ‘Building the Dream’, and 
Julia Kendell, interior design expert 
and co-presenter of ITV’s ’60 Minute 
Makeover’, will also be returning. 


Hornebtikfing 


HOW TO ENTER 

To be in with a chance of winning 
a pair of tickets simply answer the 
following question 

Who is the show sponsor? 

Send your answer, with address 
and phone contact, on a postcard to 
Homebuilding Competition, Chron¬ 
icle editorial, 51-53 Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. Closing 
date: Thursday, March 12. Usual 
rules apply. Editor’s decision is final 




> > 
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Winter 1^ 

warmth 

Worried about keeping your 
home warm this winter? 

Our winter warmth service offers 
Dudley residents free: 

• Blankets • Heaters 

• Home energy advice visits • Hot water bottles 

• Insulation • Boilers 

(criteria apply to all) 

Call us now on 

01384 817086 


Dudley 

Metropolitan Borough Council J 


Winter warmth 
support 

keep warm, keep well 


czza 


Are you a member of a local 
voluntary group? 

Do you have a good news story? 

Do you need to promote an 
event for a charity or a local 
good cause? 

The Halesowen Chronicle needs local news 
stories for your local paper for you 
the local reader. 

Please call the chronicle team on 

01902319588 





































WILLIAM a SONS 

MASSIVE SHOWROOM DISPLAY SELL OFF! 

SAVE UP TO 75% All STOCK MUST GO! DOORS CLOSE SUNDAY 5pm! 


THIS FRIDAY, 
SATURDAY & 
SUNDAY... 

“To make way for our 
new 2015 furniture ranges, . 
we’re clearing large quantities 
1 of lounge, leather, living and 
bedroom furniture!” 

THIS WEEKEND ONLY! 


CLEARANCE 

£799 


CLEARANCE 


•Til 


CLEARANCE 


•TeTfl 


CLEARANCE 


•TaTil 


CLEARANCE 


•III 


ALSTONS CARLTON 

Contemporary corner group & lounger storage 
stool in oyster chenille fabric & blue accents 

60% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £2027 Save £1228 


BUOYANT KENILWORTH 

Classically styled wing chair & stool in 
Rosehip duck egg blue fabric 

60% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £1009 Save £610 


STEED T0WCESTER 

Classical small sofa, easy chair & scatters 

75% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £4069 Save £3070 


SITBESTRAANA 

Scandinavian styled home cinema unit 
in Donard anthracite fabric 

OVER 63% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £2751 Save £1752 


ROM FIONA 

Contemporary accent chair, scatter cushion 
& stool set in slate grey fabric 

60% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £985 Save £586 


SALOTTI ITALIA CAIRO 

Luxurious cream sofa 
in CAT 20 real Italian leather 

60% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £2159 Save £1300 


HTL CREMINA 

Large twin power motion sofa in CAT25 


55% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £2199 Save £1200 


TCSCAMILE 

Large sofa with twin jumbo powered recliners 
& recliner chair in IT cream leather 

55% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £3580 Save £1981 


SITBESTRAANA 

Model S Scandinavian styled swivel recliner 
chair in Batik Dantano leather 

OVER 55% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £1137 Save £638 


BARDI 

Sofa & chair in luxurious Italian 
Buffalo chocolate leather 

LESS THAN HALF PRICE TO CLEAR! 

Was £2869 Save £1470 


CLEARANCE 

£859 


CLEARANCE 

£599 



CLEARANCE 

£379 


CLEARANCE CLEARANCE 

£1599 £199 


CLEARANCE CLEARANCE 

£499 £199 


CLEARANCE CLEARANCE 

£1399 £199 


CAXT0N CONRAD 

8 item complete contemporary light oak dining group 

OVER 70% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £2049 Save £1450 


ZONECARMARGUE 

Contemporary light oak dining table 
& 4 x brown fauxleather dining chairs 

70% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £1249 Save £870 


MORRIS MONTROSE 

Model MER180 corner TV 

OVER 60% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £522 Save £323 


BAKER GERONA 

Contemporary styled GE10 coffee table 
in rich walnut finish 

OVER 60% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £539 Save £340 


FURNITURE ORIGINS 

Bergerac model no. 42 oak sideboard 

60% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £499 Save £300 


CAXTON SEATTLE 

PP63SRM 3 door mirror robe 
& PP89 5 draw chest in pippy oak finish 

60% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £1069 Save £640 


KINGSTOWN SEVILLE 

Model SGTD394 large 5 drawchest 


60% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £749 Save £450 


NOLTE SALERNO 

Tall 5 draw chest 

70% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £549 Save £385 


SILENTNIGHT MIRAC0IL 

Double divan set with 4 x full storage drawers 

NOW HALF PRICE. LIMITED STOCKS TO CLEAR! 

Was £599 Save £300 


JULIAN BOWEN ALPINE 

Children’s white high sleeper bed 
(mattress not inducted) 

60% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £759 Save £460 



CLEARANCE 

£299 


CLEARANCE 

£164 


CLEARANCE 

£299 


CLEARANCE 

£299 


Alstons V buoyant wade ■**> MyER's ‘H teed ^0 HTL Km 

HUGE DISCOUNTS available on all special orders and brand name furniture! 


Harrison 


EjVJH 

m 


^TTlliam&sons 


Level Street 
Merry Hill, Dudley 
West Midlands 
DY5 1UA 

T. 01384 77444 

www.williamandsons.co.uk 


f P 

WILLIAM , 
& SONS 


Friday 10-5.30pm 
Saturday 10-6pm 
Sunday 11-5pm 


All offers are subject to availability. E&OE 
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Advertisement 

Birmingham Dogs’ Home has a long and notable history in the care and 
protection of rescuing strays from the city streets of Birmingham and 
surrounding towns and villages in the West Midlands. 


It was founded in 1892 on land 
that was made available by the 
late Sir Alfred Gooch Bart in 
New Canal Street, Birmingham, 
and proudly displayed the 
heading ‘Birmingham Home 
for Lost and Starving Dogs’ 
above its doors, a sign that is 
still present on the building, 
having been restored by its 
current owners. 


Almost 100 years later - in 1987 - 
the Duchess of York officially opened 
the New Bartholomew Street home, 
which had been purpose-built to 
provide shelter and protection for over 
150 abandoned dogs in comfortable 
kennel blocks with adjacent facilities, 
such as its own vets’ clinic, puppy 
unit and isolation block. 

The home is a charity which can 
only survive through the generosity 
and support of the general public and 


benefactors from the local community. 
Without this we would be unable to 
carry on the vital work of rescuing and 
rehoming abandoned dogs. 

Rescued 

We at Birmingham Dogs’ Home 
are here primarily to ensure that the 
abandoned dogs coming into our 
care are rescued from their plight, 
reunited with owners who may have 
lost them or rehomed to families 
that will respect and nurture them. 


Our rehoming procedure is 
designed and operated principally 
to be both practical and fair. It takes 
into consideration the high number 
of dogs brought into our homes on a 
daily and weekly basis as well as our 
desire to find the best possible home 
for each individual dog in our care. 

The public are free to walk around 
our homes to view our dogs at any 
time during our opening hours of 
Monday to Saturday 11am - 4.45pm, 
but they should be aware that not 
all dogs are available for rehoming. 
Some are stray dogs due to be 
claimed by their owners while others 
are under assessment by our staff 
for either medical or behavioural 
concerns. 

Once you have spent time with 
one of our dogs and are satisfied 
that you would like to offer the dog a 
home, our rehoming staff will take you 
through the various stages required 
to complete the process. No pressure 
is placed on anyone to offer a dog 
a home. We do stress, however, 
to anyone considering this option 
that they must take as much time 
necessary before deciding to reserve 
a dog in our care. 

Abandoned 

Your help brings hope and happy 
tomorrows for abandoned dogs 

Fundraising is the life’s blood of 
Birmingham Dogs’ Home. Without it 
we simply could not exist. 

With no Government funding, we 
survive purely through the generous 
contributions of the general public, 
interested companies, groups, 
organisations and kind-hearted 
individuals who may or may not have 
purchased dogs from us and have 
remembered us in their Wills. 

Legacies and other contributions 
are valued beyond compare and allow 
us to carry on providing care and 
protection for unwanted dogs. 

This ensures that we can continue 
to rescue these unfortunate animals, 
oversee their welfare and good health 
and treat any conditions with first 
class veterinary attention all with one 
aim in mind ... to see them happily re¬ 
homed to loving new families. 

Our highly trained kennel team do 
the rest with loving pastoral care prior 
to their four-legged charges leaving 
for pastures new. 

There are various fundraising 
routes available for those who wish to 
donate. Whichever, we at Birmingham 
Dogs’ Home are deeply indebted to 
those of you who work so tirelessly to 
help us help them ... 


Dogs 

'Home 




ik. 






n WANTED 

Abandoned faithful 
companion seeks loving 
new home• Happy 
disposition despite 
neglect. Just wants to 
give love and be loved. 

P)eZse call 

0121 643 S211 


We have many dogs desperate for new homes. 
Please feel free to visit our centre or log onto our website. 


vwww.birminghamdogshome.org.uk 

If you cannot rehomelyou can help ua with donations or sponsorship 

10 New Bartholomew Street •[Birmingham B5 5QS 













Family want lessons to be 


learned from driver's death 


Widow gives funeral 
collection to hospital 



Kay Taylor with Dr Philip Brammer and nurse Nicola 

Smith who helped with her husband’s care in Dudley 

THE grateful widow of a motor neurone patient has donat¬ 
ed £1,200 to a hospital as a thank you for his care. 

Kay Taylor’s husband Roy died on December 29 and she 
decided to donate money raised at his funeral to Russells 
Hall Hospital to show her gratitude for the support he had 
received. 

The self-employed builder, who lived with his wife on 
Bridgnorth Road, Himley, was admitted with pneumonia 
in 2009 and his health deteriorated steadily from then on, 
but Mrs Taylor said the hospital staff helped to keep him 
alive for longer than expected. 

She has donated the £1,200 given by the 150 wellwishers 
at his funeral service to the hospital’s lung function unit 
and was particularly thankful to Dr Philip Brammer, a spe¬ 
cialist in respiratory medicine. 

“Russells Hall for all the years we had been going there 
had been absolutely wonderful and I thank Dr Brammer 
for keeping Roy alive for so long,” said Mrs Taylor. 


Sign up to stride 
out on bigger 
Borough Trail 


WALKERS from across the 
country will put their best 
foot forward when the an¬ 
nual Dudley Borough Trail 
takes place in May. 

The event, which attracts 
over 2,000 people, will take 
place on May 3 and is set to 
be bigger than before. 

Walks of six, nine, 12, 18 
and 26 miles on offer with 
routes covering the hidden 
beauty and proud industrial 
heritage of the borough. 

People can walk at their 
own pace. All walks start 
at Dudley Leisure Centre, 
in Wellington Road, at des¬ 
ignated times between 8am 
and noon. 

The event is part of the 
‘Let’s Get walking festival’, 
which runs from April 18 


to May 3. Councillor Hilary 
Bills, cabinet member for 
environment and culture on 
Dudley Council, said: “The 
borough trail is incredibly 
popular and offers walks for 
people of all ages and abili¬ 
ties. This year we’re asking 
more people than ever be¬ 
fore to get involved 
It costs £3 per person 
to join the 26 and 18 mile 
routes, £2.50 for the 12 and 
nine mile routes and £1.50 
for the more gentle six miles 
route. An additional fee of 
50p will be charged on the 
day. Entry forms are avail¬ 
able online at www.dudley. 
gov.uk/dudleytrail from 
Dudley Council’s leisure 
centres and libraries, or by 
calling (01384) 817817. 


FAULTY machinery and poor 
lighting were among the crit¬ 
icisms made by a jury at the 
inquest into a delivery driver 
who was crushed to death. 

Gary Pickering, aged 34, of Swin- 
ton, Manchester, died when his head 
became trapped between the back of 
his lorry and its tail-lift while he was 
unloading goods at Home Bargains in 
Dudley’s Churchill precinct in Sep¬ 
tember 2013. The jury returned a nar¬ 
rative conclusion. 

Mr Pickering’s family said they 
hoped lessons had been learned follow¬ 
ing the week-long inquiry at Smeth¬ 
wick Council House. 

It is believed that father-of-one 
Mr Pickering may have mistakenly 
pressed the up button while trying 
to manoeuvre the lift, making it jolt 
back. The Health and Safety Execu- 


By Rob Cox 


tive’s Dr Dominic Swan told the jury 
that the tail-lift was in a poor state of 
repair and that Mr Pickering should 
never have been able to put his head 
between it and the lorry. 

Examination of the machinery, 
which had been installed a few months 
earlier, revealed a vital anti-lock bolt 
was missing. 

Mark Balysz, representing Mr Pick¬ 
ering’s employer TJ Morris, said it 
was his position while operating the 
machinery - leaning down rather 
than standing to the side of the lorry - 
which was important. 

Concerns were also raised about the 
loading platform and lighting in the 
delivery area. TJ Morris driver Ste¬ 
ven Owen said: “On occasions it has 


been pitch dark. If you are there late 
at night the lights are off.” 

Company bosses said they were 
never told by the tail-lift’s manufac¬ 
turer that there was a risk. 

The jury also heard the health and 
safety manager at TJ Morris did not 
inspect new tail-lifts when they were 
installed. 

The narrative conclusion said: 
“There was inadequate lighting in the 
loading bay and the basement area at 
the time of the incident. Insufficient 
training had been provided specifically 
on the tail-lift. The tail-lift was defec¬ 
tive. The pertinent risk assessments 
were inadequate.” 

Joe Morris, operations director at 
TJ Morris, said: “The inquest’s find¬ 
ings will be carefully examined to 
ensure that current policies and reg¬ 
ulations comply to the highest stand¬ 
ards.” 


Labour’s digital 
boss calls for 


more training 


THE Black Country must 
use the digital age to ce¬ 
ment its place in the man¬ 
ufacturing world, a Labour 
shadow minister has said. 

Chi Onwurah, the 
shadow cabinet office min¬ 
ister who oversees the par¬ 
ty’s digital policy, said the 
West Midlands needed to 
be making and exporting 
more. 

But she said Black 
Country businesses had to 
see digital technology as a 
chance to train their work¬ 
ers in new skills, rather 
than to cut jobs. 

The minister was at 
Mason Metals in Brierley 
Hill with the party’s can¬ 
didate for Dudley South, 
Natasha Mill ward. 

Ms Onwurah said: “We 
have to be making and ex¬ 
porting more and we need 


to have an active industrial 
strategy which supports 
manufacturing and ex¬ 
ports because we’re still in 
a trade deficit. 

“There is a great appe¬ 
tite for access to digital 
skills. Large companies 
are investing in these skills 
but small and medium en¬ 
terprises lose out because 
they don’t have the time or 
the finance. 

“If local authorities are 
offering the right kind 
of business support in a 
global digital market that 
opens up exports in a new 
way. 

“If we can get this right 
it is a huge win-win, using 
digital technology to im¬ 
prove skills. If it is being 
used just to drive out jobs 
then that means compa¬ 
nies will head for disaster.” 


Midland UPVC Windows and Doors Ltd 




service 


SAVE MONEY ON YOUR FUEL BILLS 
WITH OUR ENERGY RATED WINDOWS 

FEBRUARY SALE ■ Free Design 

■ 10 yr Insurance 

UPVC SALE 6 FLAT 
A RATED WINDOWS 
ANY SIZE 

£ 1599.00 



fitted 


back guarantee 
i High security locks 
i Energy saving 
windows & doors 
i All built and 
installed by our 
own fitters 


Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 

mw w© mm rnmrn 


WE GUARANTEE TO BEAT ANY GENUINE WRITTEN QUOTE 

COMPOSITE DOORS UPVC DOORS 


SPECIAL 

OFFER 

PVC 

DOOR 

from 

£385 

fitted 


BEDFORD 

KENT 

aITa 


1 1 li 

♦ - 

f 1 — * 

h — 

£599 

£599 

FITTED 

FITTED 


HERTFORDSHIRE 


YELLING 


QUEENS INVERTED NEEDINGW0RTH 




BP 


A FAMILY RUN 
BUSINESS 


M 


VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE 


NO HIDDEN 
EXTRAS 


VERY 

COMPETITIVE 

PRICE 


•1 


cc 


carcass 

All major cards accepted Visa/Mastercard. No fees charged. 


ALL AREAS COVERED 01384 234170/01384 429152 

UNIT 26 THORNLEIGH INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, DUDLEY DY2 8UB 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.midlandupvc.co.uk 


midlandupvc@live.co.uk 
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OFFICE HOURS Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 
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GREAT VALUE 

COACH HOLIDAYS 


• Return coach travel from throughout the West Midlands 
> Dinner, bed b breakfast and entertainment at most hotels 
• Free excursion programme 


UlTeheau 



FOLKESTONE 

$ Eurotunnel Trip to Bruges 

4 DAYS 20, 27 Mar, 11 Dec 

5 DAYS 16, 30 Mar, 16 Nov, 7 Dec 


EASTBOURNE 

Brighton $ Sussex Coast 

4 DAYS 27 Mar, 3, 24 Apr, 1, 22 May, 26 JuTT 

5 DAYS 16, 30 Mar, 6, 13, 27 Apr, 11, 18, 25 May - 

l7DAYS14 4 28Jun i 12 i 26Jul i 9 t 23Aug i 6Sep 


CORONATION STREET S Liverpool 



T ** 5 SAND BAY 

S Bath (Adults only)' 

4 DAYS 20, 27 Mar, 22 May, 19, 26 Jun 

5 DAYS 6,13, 27 Apr, 11, 18, 25 May, 8,15,22, 29 Jun 

TORQUAY 

Exeter $ Teignmouth 

4 DAYS 20, 27 Mar, 3, 24 Apr, 1, 22, 29 May " 

5 DAYS 16, 30 Mar, 6, 13, 27 Apr, 11, 18 May 



» Neil Diamond • Llandudno Extravaganza 

» Blackpool Lights • Edinburgh Tattoo • Grand National 
» Fairford Air Tattoo • Cunard’s 3 Queens, Liverpool 
» Haworth 1940s • Chelsea Flower Show 
» Thames Jazz Cruise • Blenheim Palace Flower Festival 
» Matlock Illuminations • Tea at Alnwick Castle 
» Winchester Flower Festival • Murder Mystery Weekends 
plus many more... Visit travelstyletours.co.uk 


LAUREL b HARDY MUSEUM Cruise $ Steam 


11 Apr, 9 May, 13 Jun, 25 Jul, 2 DAYS 
22 Aug, 19 Sep, 24 Oct £79 95 


LLANDUDNO Elvis Party Weekends! 


20 Mar, 17 Apr, 15 May, 3 DAYS 

26 Jun, 10 Jul, 7, 21 Aug £89.95 


CARDIFF b BATH Murder Mystery 


28 Mar, 25 Apr, 30 May, 
27 Jun, 25 Jul, 31 Oct 


2 DAYS 
£69.95 


LEGOLAND 2 day ticket! BSB 


30 May, 27 Jun, 25 Jul, 
22 Aug, 19 Sep, 31 Oct 


2 DAYS 

£99 95 J 


r Also available 

MYSTERY 

We choose-you save! 

DIRTY DANCING 
LIVERPOOL 

PHANTOM 

LONDON 

LONDON 

FREEDOM WEEKEND 

14,21,28 Mar 2 DAYS 

ItkEJl 

25 Apr 2 DAYS 

I5HB1 

2 May, 18 Jul 2 DAYS 

BRU 

14,21,28 Mar 2 DAYS 

ELVIS AT 
THE 02 

BATH b 
STONEHENGE 

CHESTER & 
LIVERPOOL 

WARNER 

STUDIOS 

11 Apr, 6 Jun 2 DAYS 

Ekkd 

16 May, 11 Jul 2 DAYS 

28 Mar, 25 Apr 2 DAYS 

E-kIBl 

25 Apr, 30 May 2 DAYS 

lEJdH! 

DISNEYLAND 

PARIS 

AUSTRIAN 

TYROL 

LAKE 

GARDA 

COSTA 

BRAVA 

31 May, 23 Aug 4 DOTS 

mmi 

27 Jun, 25 Jul 9 DAYS 

23 May, 27 Jun 9 DAYS 

Etna 

23 May, 26 Sep 9 DAYS 

FEEFra 


Travel style 

miles more smiles 

Call for brochure 

0844 682 0086 


travelstyletours.co.uk 4 


Gas S Boiler. 


Service 

PleaS 31959CJ 
0190 "3lis77 


It's all tMbbmlHq 

f 1 BIRMINGHAM 


) GENTING ARENA 







A & 


# 28 & 29 Mar 2015 


m 


OLLY MURS 


• 26 - 28 Apr 2015 



i 18,19,25 & 26 Sep 2015 


SIMPLY RED 


28 & 29 Nov 2015 

Homebuilding 

i 

AnglianT, 


26-29 

MARCH 


uildingshow.co.uk 



# 13 & 15 Dec 2015 


Inra 



II I . • GENTINGARENA.CO.uk 0044 338 8000 

Its m VtApptftJUtA • BARCLAYCARDARENA.CO.uk theticketfactory.com • 


Safely access your loft! 


for ONLY 

£399 

Fully Fitted 

This price is for a standard 
height ceiling with an 8ft 
drop, width 22-30” 

♦ We provide a convenient 
and safe way to access 
your loft. 

♦ Each ladder has a 10 
year parts guarantee 
and can be installed in 
approx. 2-3 hours. 

♦ We offer a loft boarding 
service if required at an 
additional cost. 

The Local Distributor & Installer for mmuk 
For more information visit: www.stira.co.uk 


PHONE TO ARRANGE A FREE QUOTE 

T: 01952 282152 or 07817 431505 



Zombie event to raise 
cancer research cash 


WHEN 30-year-old Carriss 
Evans was diagnosed with a 
stage-three brain tumour last 
year, her life was turned up¬ 
side down. 

Suffering from hallucinations and 
deja vu, Miss Evans, from Old Park 
Road, Dudley thought she was de¬ 
veloping epilepsy before doctors con¬ 
firmed the diagnosis in April last year. 

Now, having had the growth re¬ 
moved and undergone rigorous and 
difficult treatments of regular radi¬ 
otherapy and chemotherapy, Miss 
Evans’ cancer, a stage three oligoas- 
trocytoma, is now in remission, and 
the former children’s psychiatric 
nurse has made it her mission to raise 
awareness of the disease, which is the 
number one cancer killer in children 
and adults under-40. 

“You can’t believe it is happening to 
you but it is,” Miss Evans said. “The 
symptoms I had were olfactory hal¬ 
lucinations and deja vu. I was smell¬ 
ing things and asking other people if 
they could smell them too, but nobody 
could. 

Explain 

“I could barely explain what was 
happening to me, I thought I was de¬ 
veloping epilepsy, I don’t know how 
a five-year-old child is supposed to be 
able to tell people if they experience it. 

“I went to the doctors finally and 
told them what I was experiencing. 
They sent me for an MRI where they 
spotted the tumour. It was a grade 
three tumour on my temporal lobe. 

“Nobody ever expects it to happen to 
them, nobody ever thinks they have a 
brain tumour.” 

Miss Evans said her family were 
hugely supportive during her treat¬ 
ment, especially in the days leading 



Front, Cariss Evans at the ‘Rock Zombie’ bar in King Street, Dudley, with 
licensees Amanda and Ken Jinks 


up to her tumour being removed in 
June, and during the painful sessions 
of chemotherapy to destroy any traces 
of the cancer. After the tumour was 


Miss Evans said brain tumour re¬ 
search receives only one per cent of 
government health spending. Now at 
the Rock Zombie pub on King Street, 


removed, Miss Evans went through an Dudley, Miss Evans will host a special 
intensive six week course of radiother- event to raise awareness and funds for 
apy, with a break of a few weeks before brain tumour research, 
beginning chemotherapy, which she is The eventwill feature live entertain- 
still undergoing. ment from 2.30-llpm on March 21. 


C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 
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Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 



ll 




3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from £ 4500 | 

NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 


# 26 - 29 Mar 2015 


| FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust \ 

MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


■fi-Zcc Fix- 

DOUBLE GLAZING INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 

Telephone: 01384 259761 Mobile: 07769 975841 

* 70mm Internally Glazed High Security 
Frames 

* 28mm Pilkington ‘K’ Units 

* Document L Compliant 

* Shoot Bolt Locking 

* Sight Line Glazing 
► Secured By Design PAS023 / PAS024 


6 DAY COACH BREAK 
TO SCOTLAND - £305 

WEDNESDAY 6th MAY i 

1 Ardgartan Hotel Loch Lomond National Park 1 

1 STB-*"*"*’ I 

SCENIC ] 

TOUR INCLUDES: 

SCOTLAND 

•5 Nights Half Board 

A 6 day holiday staying 
at our Ardgartan 

1— lot^l will an _ 

. Nightly 
entertainment 
• Excursions 

nuit?i. M it?i win cii i 8 

excursion everyday i 

PICKUP FROM: 

including a cruise on 
Loch Lomond, Isle 
of Bute, Glasgow 
including the Riverside 
Museum, Callander & 
the Trossachs. 

Birmingham, 

Smethwick, 

West Bromwich, 
Dudley, 

Wolverhampton, 

Walsall 

LOCHS 

W GLENS 

HOLI DAYS 

Holidays are fully bonded. 

School Road, Gartocharn, 

G83 8RW 

| wwwLOCHS.COM 

01389 713713 | 



Repairs and Upgrades 
Insurance Work 
Failed Units 
Broken Locks 
Door Panels 
Letter Boxes 
Sticking Doors 
Handles and Mechanisms 



White 
Light Oak 
Rosewood 

Woodgrain on White 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

PHONE TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION 


IFENSAI 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 

Telephone 0121 559 9985 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 
























































































































Officers drew lasers 
on children 46 times 


TASERS were drawn against children by 
West Midlands Police officers on 46 oc¬ 
casions last year, new figures show. The 
youngest was a 14-year-old boy who 
was armed with a hammer. 

Of those 46, the electric stun weapons were 
fired only eight times in total at 17-year-olds 
and under. The West Midlands figure was down 
from 52 in 2013. 

In the vast majority of cases - around 75 per cent 
- Tasers are drawn from their holster as a deterrent 
and not actually fired. 

That was the case on three occasions in the West 
Midlands last year when officers came up against 
13-year-olds reportedly acting violently. 

Knife 

They included a 999 call-out in Wolverhampton 
where a boy was threatening to stab people with a 
knife. 

Officers produced Tasers against another 13-year- 
old in Sandwell after he had thrown a knife at his 
grandmother and attacked her with a metal crutch. 

Police said that it was important to understand the 
figures in context. 

Chief Superintendent Stuart Johnson, head of op¬ 
erations, said: “Tasers are not drawn lightly by of¬ 


ficers. They are used where there is a risk of violence 
and provide an additional option to resolve situations 
that can arise from all sections of the public, includ¬ 
ing under-18s. 

“Our officers have undergone detailed training, in¬ 
cluding scenario-based events to test judgement, ac¬ 
curacy and the procedural and legislative side of the 
equipment’s use. 

“The training has been developed by an experi¬ 
enced group of Taser instructors and practitioners 
and is subject to regular updates and review. 

“In many cases, Taser has helped resolved inci¬ 
dents without injury. Simply drawing or aiming the 
Taser is often enough of a deterrent. 

“Taser use is recorded every time it’s removed from 
its holster but our figures show that in three-quarters 
of cases they’re not actually fired. 

“All Taser deployments are subject of a thorough 
debrief by a supervising officer to ensure it was ap¬ 
propriate.” 

For adults and children, the use of Tasers by the 
force was higher than anywhere in the country for the 
first six months of 2014. They were fired by regional 
officers on 120 occasions. 

Metropolitan Police fired the guns 114 times, while 
Greater Manchester Police was the third highest 
force with officers firing 90 times. Officers from West 
Mercia fired them on 16 occasions. 


Lighting up time at station’s giant atrium 
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Let there be light — a view of the completed Atrium Roof which will dominate New Street station 


NATURAL light has flood¬ 
ed the giant atrium at Bir¬ 
mingham New Street for 
the first time as demolition 
work comes to an end. 

The stunning glass fea¬ 
ture, which covers the size 
of a football pitch, will greet 
visitors to the station when 
its multi-million pound 
transformation is completed 
later this year along with 
the Grand Central shopping 
complex. 

More than 6,000 tons of 
concrete has been removed 
from under the new atrium 
allowing light to shine on to 
the new concourse for the 
first time. 

New structures will be 
hung from the atrium steel¬ 
work so work can begin to 
attach the streamline clad¬ 
ding to the interior, ready 
for the new-look station’s 
relaunch in September. 

Network Rail’s project di¬ 
rector for Birmingham New 
Street, Chris Montgomery, 
said: “The completion of 
this work marks a huge 
milestone for the project. 
Building the atrium roof 
and removing such a large 
amount of concrete from the 
centre of the building was a 
huge feat of engineering.” 


CASH 

LJawthorne 

n *W alkcr 

Whole 

Boneless 

Danish 

Crown 

Gammons 

Was £2.28lb 
Now £1.89lb 

Whole 
Boneless 
Pork Loins 
R/on or 
R/off 

Was £2.181b 
Now £1.991b 
Take 2 
£1.791b 

Whole 

Fresh 

Beef 

Fillets 

£7.95lb 

Whole 
Boneless 
Black Angu; 
Beef Roast! 
Grain Fed 
£2.89lb 
Approx. 
12 to 141b 

Whole 

Black 

5 Angus 

5 Salmon Cuts 
of Beef 
Approx. 61b 

£3.50lb 

Whole 

Fresh 

Lamb 

Legs 

(English) 

£2.99lb 

111b 

Fresh 

Chicken 

Fillets 

(Additive Free) 

£24 per Tray 

Take 2 £22.50 
per Tray 

Whole Fresh Boneless Lamb Legs Scottish ...£3.99lb 

10 Fresh Middle Loin Lamb Chops.... £9.79 per Pack 

Whole Fresh Pork Bellies. £1.79lb 

51b Fresh Scottish Rump Steaks. £4.99lb 

51b Fresh Sirloin Steaks. £7.99lb 

51b Fresh Rib Eye Steaks. £8.79lb 

All matured minimum 28 days 

51b Packs of Locally Cured Short Back Bacon 
Was £8.99 per Pack Now £7.75 per Pack 
Smoked Now £8.75 per Pack 

Homemade Pork Sausage 

minimum pork content 75% 

Pork & Red Onion Sausage 
Tomato Sausage 

(Fresh red Onion, Tomatoes, No Flavouring) 
Pork & Black Pudding 

FREEZER PACK £69.00! 

2 BEEF JOINTS, 2 LAMB JOINTS, 

2 PORK JOINTS, 2LB BEST PORK 
SAUSAGES, RUMP STEAKS, 

2LB HOME CURED BACON, 

LAMB CHOPS, PORK STEAKS. 

10 English Loin Lamb Chops... £7.99 

10 Pork Loin Steaks. £7.99 

10 Scottish Sirloin Steaks £15.99 

ALL SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY 

Email us on: hawthorneandwalker@gmail.com 

01384 633648 (24 hr answer phone) or 01384 353550 

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 

Opening times: Mon: 9am-1pmTues: 8am-5pm, Wed & Sat: 8am-1pm, Thurs & Fri: 8am-5.30pm 

172-6 HIGH STREET, QUARRY BANK 

FREE HOME DELIVERY ON ORDERS OVER £30 

Most Credit Cards taken - E Visa, Mastercard, etc 


Did you know? 61% of adults 
read a local newspaper 

Over $0% of people act on die adverts In local newspapers 



SCRPV#7X 

HALESOWEN STORE 

NOW 


✓ Low Trade Prices on Top 
Brand Names 

✓ Over 11,000 Products 
Available to Take 
Away Today 

✓ Friendly Helpful Staff 

✓ Great Value Products 
Recommended by the Trade 



OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

WEEKDAYS 7AM - 8PM 

SAT 8AM - 6PM | SUN 10AM - 4PM 


SCREVF/X 


MUCKL0W HILL TRADING ESTATE, HALESOWEN 


in your Sat Nav 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Borough’s council 
tax is frozen again 

COUNCIL tax in Sandwell 
has been frozen for the 
fifth year running - despite 
what councillors called 
‘unprecedented attacks’ on 
public services. 

Deputy leader of the 
borough’s Labour-run 
council, Steve Eling, said 
at a budget meeting on 
Tuesday that Government 
would not be allowed to 
‘penalise the people of 
Sandwell’. 

Councillors also rejected 
a proposed 2.2 per cent pay 
rise, saying it would be in¬ 
appropriate given the level 
of austerity being ‘forced’ 
on people. 

The authority has to 
make cuts of £63 million 
by 2017. 

Funding from central 
Government has dropped 
by £122m in the six years 
to 2015/16. 

Recorded crime 
down in Sandwell 

NEARLY 150 fewer crimes 
were recorded for Sandwell 
in December compared 
with the year before - a fall 
of nine per cent, new fig¬ 
ures have revealed. 

Latest information from 
the Safer Sandwell Part¬ 
nership shows there were 
1,434 recorded crimes over 
the month. That’sl41 less 
than at the same time in 
2013. 

Officials said the number 
just fell short of the lowest 
recorded month for crime 
since 2006. That was in 
February 2013 when 1,428 
offences were recorded. 

Officials said they believe 
a fall in burglaries was 
due to patrols targeting 
burglary hotspots around 
the borough. SmartWater 
property marking has also 
been cited in the reduction. 


Second Life on the way to 
be writer's second big hit 


By Adam Burling 


HIS debut was always going to be a hard act 
to follow but author Steve Watson shouldn’t 
have worried, his second novel is flying off the 
shelves. 

The author, from Stourbridge, admitted he was nerv¬ 
ous before Second Life was released and knew it would 
inevitably be compared to his blockbuster thriller Be¬ 
fore I Go To Sleep, which was made into a movie star¬ 
ring Nicole Kidman, Colin Firth and Mark Strong. 

But the new thriller is now high in the Sunday Times best¬ 
seller list and shot into the top 10 lists at Waterstones and on 
Amazon. 

Steve, who writes under the name SJ Watson, says Holly¬ 
wood producers are already looking to turn it into a film. 

Before I Go To Sleep was a slow-burning hit in 2011, with 
word spreading once it was featured on Richard and Judy’s 
Book Club on their old Channel Four teatime show. 

Not only did the book — about a woman with amnesia who 
wakes up each morning unable to remember the day before — 
become a runaway hit, selling more than four million copies in 
more than 40 languages, it won the Crime Writers’ Association 
award for best debut novel. Last year made it to the big screen. 

Second Life, which is another tense psychological thriller, 
has a long way to go yet but early sales figures for the hardback 
are very promising. 

Specialist 

The first novel was written while Steve was working as an 
audiology specialist in London but this time he was working 
in the knowledge that readers across the globe were waiting to 
see what he would produced next. 

He again writes in the first person as a female character 
in Second Life. The protagonist Julia is a photographer and 
recovering alcoholic, who lives with her surgeon husband and 
their adopted son, who is her sister’s child. 

When her sister is murdered outside her flat in Paris, Julia 
sets out to find the killer, discovering that her sibling was 
using dating sites to meet men for sex. She throws herself into 
her sister’s world to try and draw out the murderer but ends 
up coaxed into some sexual experimentation of her own. 

“She thinks she’s over her addiction, and doesn’t realise that 
it’s just turned into a sex and love addiction,” he said. 



Steve Watson, of Stourbridge, has a second hit novel 

He admits it was a mid-life crisis which prompted him 
to have a go at penning a novel. He was 37, his boss was 
retiring and he knew he was going to be offered his job. 
But he didn’t want to go in that direction. 

“I was nearly 40. When you’re young, there’s plenty 
of time. Then you get to an age where there isn’t. And 
I always thought that one day I would have a proper go 
as a writer. When I had my mid-life crisis, I didn’t go 
and sleep with somebody or crash a motorbike or buy a 
Ferrari, I just went on a writing course.” 

He was accepted on the inaugural ‘Writing A Novel’ 
course at the Faber Academy in 2009 and, on the last day, 
was then taken on by a literary agent. 

The idea of Before I Go To Sleep came from reading 
about amnesia, discovering that it could be caused by 
physical or emotional trauma. 

He decided to write under the initials SJ because it’s 



I IFF 


The cover of SJ Watson’s new thriller, out in hardback 

a woman’s story and his editors didn’t want readers to 
know it was written by a man. 

“Before it was even published there was a buzz about 
it. It felt like it could be big,” he recalls. 

His life has changed in recent years but even if Second 
Life is another bestseller, he is keeping grounded. 

Since his debut, he and his partner Nick have moved to 
a nicer flat in London but he still hasn’t bought a Ferrari. 
He can afford to take more taxis though, he says. 

“It was a whirlwind time, but I think I have my feet 
firmly on the ground, my friends and family see to that. 

“If I ever showed any sign of developing a big head, 
they would be the first to say, ‘Oi mate, don’t forget 
where you’re from’.” 

Now he’s made the big time in publishing, he’s signed 
up for two more books and already has the idea for the 
next one but is remaining tight-lipped. 


'Revenge' 
on his ex 
puts man 
in prison 

A MAN who sold his ex-girl- 
friend’s cooker, fridge, 
washing machine and bed 
in ‘revenge’ after their re¬ 
lationship ended has been 
jailed for six months. 

Adam George still had a 
key to the property in Quin¬ 
ton and after getting rid of 
the goods also cut up her 
clothing, Wolverhampton 
Crown Court heard. 

Mr David Bennett, pros¬ 
ecuting, said that George 
had moved into the Bland- 
ford Road flat but his rela¬ 
tionship with Kerry Owen 
had ended when he was ar¬ 
rested for tearing one of the 
doors in the property off its 
hinges. 

George, who had a crim¬ 
inal record withl5 previous 
offences, returned to the 
flat after Miss Owen left for 
a few days and sold her fur¬ 
niture 

The 27-year-old, of no 
fixed address, admitted theft 
and criminal damage. 

Mr Timothy Harrington, 
defending, said the offences 
had been motivated by re¬ 
venge over the decision by 
his former girlfriend to stop 
seeing him. 

He added that the defend¬ 
ant was full of remorse for 
his actions. 

Recorder Michael Hurst 
told him the offences were 
so serious only an immedi¬ 
ate prison sentence was ap¬ 
propriate. 

George was also handed 
a restraining order which 
forbids him from having 
any contact with Miss Owen 
until further notice. 



THEY’VE ONLY GONE AND DONE IT! 


The East Midlands Metals Merchants have gone and brought their fantastic prices for 

scrap metal to the West Midlands! 

If you weren’t getting enough for your scrap brass, copper, aluminium and all other grades 
of non-ferrous metals, then that’s all about to change. 

The Midlands Metal Merchants pay fantastic prices for all your scrap, 
w , Just bring it in a vehicle with your photo id 


CHEQUE EXCHANGE SERVICE 
NOW AVAILABLE UP TO £500 
0% EXCHANGE RATE CHEQUE FOR CASH 
CASH FOR SCRAP IS BACK, 

PHOTO ID PLUS DOMESTIC BILL 

*must have these two IDs to qualify for this offer* 




Brass / Copper / Aluminium etc. Cable, Swarf - Cutting -Section 


WWW.EASTMIDLANDSMETALS.COM 







































Joan’s goodbye 
to major tours 


Joan Armatrading who is giving up major tours after many years on the road 


FOCUS ON FOLK 


By Danny Farragher 


CHART topping Brummie, 
Joan Armatrading is com¬ 
ing home as part of her last 
major tour when she will be 
playing Town Hall, Birming¬ 
ham on Wednesday March, 
25. 

The good news is she is not re¬ 
tiring but the bad news, for those 
who haven’t got their tickets, is 
the show is sold out, although it 
may be worth contacting the ven¬ 
ue to see if there are any returns 
or cancellations. 

Gretchen Peters will be on stage 
there on Saturday March 21, starting 
8pm. Tickets are £21.50 and £26.50 
plus the usual transaction fee which is 
£3 and charged on all bookings except 
when bought in person at the Town 
Hall or Symphony Hall Box office. 

The Victoria Square venue then 
welcomes Irish songstress Cara Dil¬ 
lon who will be bringing her delicate 
and silken tones to the hall on Friday 
March, 27 at 7.30pm. Tickets are £21 
plus the usual transaction fee. 

Creatures 

Singer/songwriter Gren Bartley is 
releasing his latest album this month 
called Magnificent Creatures and you 
can see him perform at The Woodman 
Folk Club which meets at Ashwood 
Marina, Kingswinford tomorrow, 
March 6. Members pay £6 and non 
members £1 more. Doors open at 8pm 
and the show starts around 8.30pm. 

The following week on March 13 the 
club welcomes banjo virtuoso, if there 
is such a thing, Dan Walsh. Entry 
is £6 for members and £1 more for 


non-members. Walsh also has a new 
album out on March 16, called Inci¬ 
dents and Accidents. 

Traditional musician and musical 
arranger Nick Dow is also coming 
to the canal side venue on March 27, 
tickets are £5 for members and again 
£1 more for non members. 

A folk singer who’s star is definitely 
on the rise and seems to be almost 
everywhere is Kelly Oliver, who 
will be sharing the bill at the Com¬ 
mon Folk Club with Nigel Bullock 
on March 19 from 8.30pm. The club 
meets at the Pelsall Cricket & Sports 
Club in Walsall. 

Heading back to the Second City, 
Red Lion Folk Club, King’s Heath 
welcomes one of the busiest and 
in-demand female folk artists, Nancy 
Kerr, on March 11. 

Kerr is nominated for best folk 
singer and best album at this year’s 
BBC Radio2 Folk Awards. 

She will also be touring later on in 
the year with Martin Simpson and 
Andy Cutting on the back of a new 
album they have put together called 
Murmurs. Tickets are £13 and can 


vary depending upon whether you are 
a member and if you buy online. Doors 
open 7.15pm for a 7.45pm start. 

You may remember her as the dis¬ 
tinctive voice of Fairground Attraction 
but Eddi Reader has been carving 
out a solo career on the folk/acoustic 
circuit for many years and she is per¬ 
forming on March 28 at Biddulph Up 
in Arms, Staffs. Tickets are £22.50 and 
doors open at 6pm, the show starts at 
8pm.Irish band, The Fureys will be 
at the New Alex Theatre on March 12. 
Tickets are £23.90 plus a £2.85 book¬ 
ing fee and the show starts 7.30pm. 

More veterans of the folk circuit 
Oysterband will be at the Robin2 
Bilston on Tuesday March 24. Tickets 
are £16 in advance or £18 on the night. 

Seth Lakeman is bringing his 
solo show to the Slade Rooms, Broad 
Street, Wolverhampton on March 22. 
Tickets are £16.50 including booking 
fee and the doors open 7pm. 

Scottish guitarist, Ewan McLen¬ 
nan will be playing Stourbridge Folk 
Club at Katie Fitzgerald’s, Stour¬ 
bridge on March 19. Tickets are £8 in 
advance and £10 on the night. 
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Make the 
switch 

Join 1,000s of satisfied 
customers that have... 

AND SAVE ££££’s 




3 Mill Street, Brierley Hill, West Midlands DY5 2RG - 01384 484446 
264 Castle Street, Dudley, West Midlands DY11LQ - 01384 252903 
37 Capehill, Windmill Lane, Smethwick, West Midlands B66 4RX - 0121 5581621 


NHS 


Vouchers 
Welcome 

JL GanC Tffrm 

Q OKNV 

Gucs* 


Loft & Garage 

conversions 


Bay windows 


SWSSSK 


Windows & Consorvotonos 


pi ° \ H H 40 mm triple Glazing 

L-T l_nJI_3l_3 for price of double 

BIGGEST hd vrK 

Midlands Manufacture ¥rs 

Over 50,000 soft factory 

VISITS ARRANGED 




FENSA 


iC€© 


S corches 

I 

s re a c°/f re "ST/ 

oi-Folds Door s 


RING NOW 0121 552 9777 
FREEPHONE 0800 007 5312 

Open 7 days a week Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm Sat & Sun 10am - 4pm 
FACTORY & SHOWROOM - ROOD END ROAD, OLDBURY, B68 8SF 




www.hispecwincflows.GO.uk hispeG-sales@outlook.com 


*Terms & Conditions Apply 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


More roadworks 
in the city centre 

CITY council bosses have 
pledged minimum disrup¬ 
tion with work to start on 
the busiest junctions of 
Birmingham’s ring road. 

The £14 million project 
- part-funded by Govern¬ 
ment - focuses on improv¬ 
ing the flow of traffic. 

The preliminary stage 
will involve the removal of 
some trees and vegetation 
to enable road construc¬ 
tion work to start in April 
or May. 

Contractors will shortly 
be starting work on im¬ 
proving road layouts at 
Bordesley Circus, Haden 
Circus and Curzon Circle. 

Further projects to de¬ 
liver improvements to Hol¬ 
loway Circus and Ashted 
Circus are in the pipeline 
with completion of the en¬ 
tire programme scheduled 
for Spring 2017. 

Engineers find 
hole in the canal 

ENGINEERS who drained 
a section of canal in Bir¬ 
mingham city centre to 
find the cause of a leak 
have discovered a large 
hole in the canl bed. 

Hundreds of fish were 
carried to safety as water 
was removed from the 
canal by Gas Street Basin, 
near the Mailbox. 

Water was discovered es¬ 
caping from the bottom of 
an aqueduct into a disused 
railway tunnel below the 
stretch of the Worcester 
and Birmingham Canal. 

Investigations into what 
caused the hole will con¬ 
tinue. 

Lawrence Tall, from the 
Canal & River Trust, said: 
“We’ve drained the canal 
and stopped the leak and 
are now investigating how 
best to repair the leak.” 


Region's Air Ambulance 
is now flying after dark 


THE Midlands Air Ambulance will fly for 14 
hours a day all year around after a flood of 
donations. 

The charity hit a milestone as it expands its oper¬ 
ations into the hours of darkness for the first time. 

The Stourbridge-based charity has been at the heart 
of Helicopter Emergency Medical Service (HEMS) opera¬ 
tions across the Midlands 


for more than 23 years. The 
area of six million people is 
the biggest covered by an air 
ambulance service. 

But, until September last 
year, it could only operate 
during 14 hours of daylight 
during the summer months 
and just 10 hours during the 
winter. 

Despite the restrictions, 
the three aircraft run by the 
service and funded by public 
donations have carried out 
up to eight missions a day. 

But research showed 
there was demand for an ex¬ 
tended service and, backed 
by generous donations from 
the public and business, the 
charity is now able to oper¬ 
ate 14 hours a day through¬ 
out the year, transporting 
patients between lit heli¬ 
pads to the area’s trauma 
hospitals in the hours of 
darkness. 

Latest figures show that 
in the first four months of 
after-dark flights, the char¬ 
ity completed 38 patient 
transfers where the aircraft 
had been on a mission after 
official sunset. A third of the 
flights were undertaken by 
the helicopter based at RAF 
Cosford, which covers the 


By Simon Penfold 


West Midlands and Shrop¬ 
shire. 

Air operations manager 
Becky Tinsley said this 
milestone was another step 
towards providing a service 
throughout the night. 

She said: “As well as pro¬ 
viding crucial HEMS sup¬ 
port throughout the day, 
being able to fly between lit 
hospital helipads within our 
extended operating hours 
throughout the year is sig¬ 
nificant for the Midlands Air 
Ambulance Charity. 

“This has only been pos¬ 
sible due to the tremendous 
support we receive from the 
public, and the hospitals 
that have provided lit heli¬ 
pad landing sites, but there 
is still a long way to go in 
improving the lit helipad 
network across the region. 

“We have invested a por¬ 
tion of the public’s dona¬ 
tions to make this possible 
and we are delighted to 
have seen such a benefit so 
quickly.” 

The extended hours mean 
the service can carry out an¬ 
other 100 missions a year. 


Chapels restoration to get underway 




Mi y < 



Restoration project gets £1m grant — The Lye and Wollescote Cemetery Chapels, in Cemetery Road, Lye 


A LONG-awaited project to restore 
the landmark Grade II listed Lye and 
Wollescote Chapels will begin next 
month. 

West Midlands Historic Buildings 
Trust has secured a £1 million grant 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund to 
carry out the work. 

The building in Cemetery Road, 
Lye, which houses identical Anglican 
and non-conformist chapels, will be 


converted into a venue for civil cere¬ 
monies. 

Project organiser David Tre- 
vis-Smith said: “Following completion 
of the tendering process, approval has 
been obtained from the Heritage Lot¬ 
tery Fund and the building contract 
has been let with the contractors, 
Croft Building & Conservation, due to 
start on site before the end of March.” 

He added: “If all goes to plan works 


should be completed before Christ¬ 
mas.” 

When work is completed, the venue 
will be leased to Dudley Council. 

Ceremony 

It will have a waiting lobby and two 
reception areas as well as a wedding 
ceremony room and an office for staff. 

The building, dating back to 1878, 
has been closed for the past 20 years. 


Children's 
services 
hopeful 
after visit 

INSPECTORS have con¬ 
cluded a month-long review 
of under-fire children’s ser¬ 
vices in Sandwell, leaving 
councillors hoping they will 
no longer be classed ‘inade¬ 
quate’. 

Sandwell Council was 
hit with the rating by ed¬ 
ucation watchdog Ofsted 
in 2013 after it was said to 
lack a stable management 
team and rely too heavily on 
agency staff. 

It recently said it had cut 
agency staff use to less than 
10 per cent as it prepared 
for Ofsted’s four-week visit. 

The Ofsted visit came 
weeks after a review by the 
Local Government Associa¬ 
tion which still found areas 
in need of improvement. 

Councillor Darren 
Cooper, Leader of Sandwell 
Council, said: “Ofsted fin¬ 
ished their inspection last 
week and we are now wait¬ 
ing for their report. 

“We are not able to com¬ 
ment until they publish it. 
We will get the opportunity 
to see a draft report before it 
is made public.” 

Ofsted began its latest 
inspection of Sandwell’s 
safeguarding and social care 
services for children and 
young people on January 28. 

The council believes it has 
‘radically’ overhauled the 
way it works with children 
and families and that its sys¬ 
tems are better. 

The authority is hoping 
to have at least moved from 
‘inadequate’ to ‘requires im¬ 
provement’ when the report 
is published. 


Express & Star 


Design an Ad 

The Express & Star is _ 

challenging local primary 
schools to design adverts in our ^ S j CM 
‘Design an Ad’ Competition. ^ 

We need all interested Headteachers/Teachers to 

egister today, using the coupon below or by email, to ** ^ 

3e included in this exciting competition. * , 

Each school will be given an advertiser by the Express 0 _ | 

i Star and asked to come uo with a around breakina I 4 ® 


‘Design an Ad’ Competition. % # i MKjfi 

We need all interested Headteachers/Teachers to 

register today, using the coupon below or by email, to ** ^ 

be included in this exciting competition. 1 

Each school will be given an advertiser by the Express u | 

& Star and asked to come up with a ground breaking -J 

original ad to feature an 8-page colour supplement, ^ 

published in-paper on Thursday 23rd April 2015. ^ 

Winning pupils will be invited to a special 
presentation ceremony to be held later in the year. 

Interested? “ 

Then complete the coupon below to register your school’s interest and send to: 

Jo Watton, Business Development Department, Express and Star Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 
or alternatively register via email at j.watton@expressandstar.co.uk 

Closing date for registering is Friday 6th March Q 

Any queries? Phone 01902 319671 or 01902 319134 , 





Join Dur Tbujjj 


We require agents to 
control distribution of your 
free newspaper. 

This is an ideal position for someone 
with a little spare time, a car and telephone. 

This is an interesting job with flexible 
working hours and a good rate of pay 
controlling your own team of distributors 
in your local area. 

Then telephone 

01902 
319990 



¥ 



Register here today! 

I would like to register.(school’s r&me) 

FOR THE DESIGN AN AD COMPETITION 

Name.Position at School 

Address of School. 

.Postcode.Telephone 

Signature. 



F.tfmal Boilers 


• Boilers & Bathrooms 

• 8 and 10 year Warranties 
Available on Boilers 

• Worcester and Baxi 
Accredited Installers 

• Over 20 year experience 

(Finance available and credit cards) 
CALL NOW 0121 537 9926/ 
07528626685 

info@eternalgas.Co.Uk F “ 1 

Www.Eternalgas.Co.LJk 


» Grab Hire 

Soil rubble green waste removed 
Site clearance 
Block paving 


07999925288 


Digger and driver hire 
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We are Proud to Announce the Arrival of... 




CARESS e Promote 

ndependence by 
upporting you at 
ome 




Formerly 

‘Stiled Homes Services’ 






hatever your care and support needs, we 
believe nothing compares with care at home, a 
familiar place that holds a lifetime of memories. 

VVe believe by remaining in your own 
home, the support and care provided by us 
enhances your physical and emotional well 
being, living independently in the comfort and 
surroundings you have always known. 


service 

iwaHakte 

NOW! 

A service which offers working teams of 2 dedicated carers to provide care and support whilst living 
in the comfort of your own home. 

This would mean each carer living with you 2 weeks on and 2 weeks off. 

They will assist with preparing meals, shopping, laundry, light cleaning and activities whilst 
offering companionship at the same time. 

These carers will be selected to match your individual personality, which enables them to be 
more in tune with your wishes. 

This service can often work out cheaper than going into residential care, with the added 
bonus of living in familiar surroundings and the ability of keeping your beloved pets. 





L 



L 

f 





42 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, 

West Midlands B62 9AY 

0121 421 3733 Veb www.carewish.co.uk 
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INDOOR AND OUTDOOR DISPLAYS 

Decorative and Utility Slabs 
Block Paving 

Decorative Walling and Aggregates 


Bricks, Blocks 
• Copings 
Gravel and Sand 



RETAIL & TRADE 

Open 6 days a week plus bank holidays 

Mogul Lane, 

Cradley Heath b63 
2nx 01384 636564 


• Bricks 

• Blocks 

• Sand & gravel 

• Cement 

• Timber 



Tel: 0121 552 8004 | 

0121 544 4409 | 07957 491938 


Want to learn 
something new? 



► Holiday Activities 

► School Groups 

► Adult/Children 
Group Bookings 

* Stabled & Grass 
Livery 

► DIY Livery and 
much more 


Sandwell Valley Riding Stables have 35 years 
experience with qualified staff and are 
members of the Pony Club and ABRS 


Sandwell Valley Riding Centre 
Wigmore Lane, West Bromwich 
B703SU 

0121 588 2103 07900 188079 
www.sandwellridingcentre.co.uk 


CHAPMAN’S CHIPPY 


Cone of Chips £1.00 

Regular Chips £1.30 Large Chips £2.30 


$ 


Home of the famous 

ONLY £2.50 


As featured in the 


SPECIALS Fish Special £1.90 Kebab Meat & Chips £1.90 
Burger Special £2.40 Pie Special £2.40 


32 Whitehall Road, West Bromwich B70 OHE 

TELEPHONE 0121 557 1407 



feonu® @@[ 


• Repairs • Exhausts • Diagnostics • Cambelts 
• Servicing • Batteries • Clutches • All makes & models 


Unit 8, High Street Tipton, DY4 8HH 0121 520 4030 



Vertical, Venetian, 
Awnings and 
Roller Blinds 

0 12 Month Guarantee 
0 All made to measure - 
Supply and Fit 
• Washable Blinds Available 
0 Friendly, Personal Service 
0 Full Range of Colours 


0121 421 1000 • 07956 416016 

CASTLE ROAD WEST, OLDBURY B68 OEL 


HAIR FLIK 


Senior State Registered Hairdresser 

OAP DISCOUNTS 

120 Hollyhedge Road 
West Bromwich, 
West Midlands B71 3AH 

0121 588 2511 



Barking Glad Salon 

Dog Grooming 
Pick Up and Return Available 

Irena Szirtes 

Lynn Styles 

1 6 Wassell Road, 
Halesowen B63 4JU 

550 7446 
|7790 981341 

baSigglad@gmail.com 

www.barkinggladdoggrooming.co.uk 



Federation of 
Master Builders 
for experienced, 
professional 
builders in the 
West Midlands 


-V,- 

FMB 

T1«0 *igvt of 
building quality 


Mercer House, 

780a Hagley Road West, 
Oldbury,West Midlands B68 OPJ 

T: 0121 421 2241 
F: 0121 423 2017 


E: fmbcentral 


)fmb. org.uk 


OAKHAM DIRECT MAINTENANCE 

Plumbing and Heating Specialists 

• Full Central Heating installed 
and upgrades 

• Kitchen and bathroom 
renovation experts 

<Q-o~ txJ&C' i ■ 

FREE QUOTES - No obligati^i 24 hours 

07706 956306 \ 



thebigpetstore@inbox.com 

www.thebigpetstore.co.uk 


Tel: 0121 550 9095 
Hereward Rise, Halesowen B62 8AN 



DAVIS MEMORIALS LTD 

Established 1841 Namm Accredited 



Making sure 
your memories 
live for ever 


HANDCRAFTED LETTERING • RESTORATION • REPAIRS. 


56A Station Road, Old Hill 
Cradley Heath B64 6NU 

.01384 566958 or 01562 822106 


1 Park Street, 
Kidderminster DY11 6TN 


Facials £10 
Foot Spa £5 
Inch Loss Body 
Wrap £10 or 
3 areas £25 


^anhmgit/ 


EVERY Friday 6pm - 9pm 

^EHZJID throughout March 
Call now to book your own party 
0121 422 4001 / 07939 086163 


AMECO 

Electrical Services LTD - 



THE UK 

CAKE COMPANY 


Bespoke Cake Makers & Cake Supplies ; 


156 Bleakhouse Road Oldbury B68 OLU 

www.thenatureofaloe.fip.com 


ISUPPUERS TO THE TRADE AND PUBLIC I 


• Suppliers of electrical accessories • showers 

• control gear • cable management • heating 
plumbing equipment* security & fire alarms CCTV 

• door entry • lamps • head & power tools. 


9 New Street, Smethwick, B66 2AJ 

Tel/Fax: 0121 555 8500 
Mob: 07976 285 398 

E: amecoelectrical@gmail.com 


SUPPLIERS OF 
ICING BOARDS - 
BOXES TOOLS AND 
SUGARCRAFT 
All cakes made and all 
occasions catered for 
Wedding • Birthday 
Christening • Novelty 


61a Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LS 
Tel: 0121 559 8999 


Quality Clothes for the family 


\ Q ' 

JxctruceXS 

SALE ENDS SOON 

Bargains galore in all departments 

Peckingham Street, Halesowen 

0121 5501237 
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1. Which advertiser is offering 20% off greenhouse glass? 



% 




2. Which advertiser is senior state registered? 


first 

served 




Birmingham Street Halesowen 

0121602 0202 

www.benjaminsbanquet.co.uk f 


3. What are the two fragrances of the month at something special? 


4. Who supplies and fits all types of slabbing and fencing? 



5. Whose phone number ends in 6438? 


6. How much is the burger special at Chapman’s Chippy? 

7. Where can you have a pamper evening on a Friday? 

8. Which advertiser has moved to Tat Bank Road? 

Send your entries to: NICKY COPE (13/3/15) Chronicle Competition, BLACK LAKE, WEST BROMWICH B70 OQB 

Mr/Mrs/Miss.First Name.Surname 

Address. 

Postcode.Tel No.Email 

I have read the rules and agree to abide by them. Signature. 

I would like to spend my prize money with. 


Place orders now for Mother’s Day 15th March 
Mother’s day gifts, Flowers and Cards in stock 



Rules: Entrants must be 18 or over. Closing date for entries is 13th march 2015. The winner will be notified by post. The 
first correct entry opened after the closing date will receive the prize. There is no cash alternative to the prize. The prize 
will be issued in cheque form made payable to the advertiser as chosen by the winner. Once issued the cheque cannot 
be altered and must be cashed within two months of receipt. Employees or their immediate relatives of the MNA group of 
companies may NOT enter. The Editor’s decision is final. The winner must be prepared to take part in any publicity. 



• Balloons • Flowers for Any Occasion 
• Cake and Main Table Dressing • Backdrops 
• Funerals, Birthdays, All Occasions 
• Banners and Wall Decorations 
• Gift Wrapping Service 


94 High Street, Smethwick, Birmingham B66 IAQ 

0121 555 6438 07969 567 801 I < 



www.sandwellsloneandfencing.com 

WE SE LL ~ 


Fence Panels, Gravel Boards, 
Concrete Posts, Sand, Ballast & 
Cement, Gates & Gate Furniture, 
Slabs & Decorative Gravel, Sleepers 
& Edgings, Topsoil & Turf, Pots & 
Ornaments, Sheds, Aggregates, 
Decorative Fence Guards 
Please see website for 
all our products 
WE ALSO SUPPLY AND FIT 
FENCING AND SLABS - 
FREE QUOTES GIVEN 



GPS 


CONSTRUCTIONS LTD 


Tel: 

0121 588 2740 | 

Mob: 

07956 888 611 


• Experts in Disabled Adaptions 

• No Obligation Quotations 

• Competitive Rates For Over 50’s - Quote This Ad 

info@gpsconstructions.com www.gpsconstructions.com 



Birmingham City & Sandwell MBC Approved 


Spec One Garage 


OPEN 7 DAYS UNTIL LATE 


TYRES SERVICING 
DIAGNOSTICS 
WHEEL ALIGNMENT 

Alloy Wheel Refurbishments Custom Stainless Steel Exhausts 
Servicing & Repairs on all makes and models 
* Recovery service 

0121 557 1 327 (24hrs) 




Treat Your Mother... 
BOUQUETS, AQUAS etc 

TO SUIT ALL POCKETS, LOTS ONDISPLAY 
Belgian chocolates now available 


Call: 0121421 2111 

19 Howley Grange Road, Halesowen B62 OHN 


SomethirgipsaM 

gifts and greeting cards for every occasion 

flFHLa 

Huge range 
of gifts 
and cards 
available 
for Mother's 
Day 

Stockists of 

yankee candle 

fiz t T 

.r J 

Large selection 
ofhandbags, 
scarves, 
jewellery 
and Sekonda 
watches 

MARCH Fragrance of the 
month is Lovely Kiku 
and White Gardenia 

25 % 0FF RRP 

7 Halesowen Road 
Halesowen, B62 9AA 

(opposite Stag & Three Horseshoes) 

Tel: 0121 602 2660 Lfag on 

www.somethingspecial.org.uk 


Caltours of 


Birmingham Ltd 

I Coachi Excursions from Birmingham 

THURSDAY 9th APRIL 

BOURTON ON WATER 
& 

KELMSCOTT MANOR 


PICK UPS: 

CITY CENTRE 09.00, HARBORNE 09.15 
SELLY OAK 09.30, BOURNVILLE 09.40 
KINGS NORTON 09.50 


< £M]3 ©G£3a 


G%§cqp(g©3 map Mgw ItegOixyif© 


PRINCES END GARAGE 


71 High Street, Princes End, Tipton DY4 9JF 
Tel 0121 557 2370 or 07782 484950 
contact@princesendgarage.co.uk 
www.princesendgarage.co.uk 




IWINNEfflOFJTHEiREGIONAim 

C0MMUNITiYAWARD2014 



Merrick and Heath 

pm ail ylaM, cmd iuitdmf 4Mfcfdie& 

Glass • Building • Fencing 
• Garen and DIY supplies 
All under one roof 


214 - 215 Rolfe Street, Smethwick B66 2AW 

0121 558 1291 



Servicing, MOT’s, Car & Light Commercials Repairs, 

Petrol & Diesel Vehicles, Vehicle Diagnostics, Air Conditioning, 
Brakes, Steering, Suspension, Exhaust, Car Spares & Accessories 


Shrinking Violet Body Wrap and 3D Lipo Now Available at. 


■ Call now for details 

brand new on all of our beauty treatments 
H now S open Including: Spray Tan/Teeth Whitening 

r 6 days a week and Fast Tan Sunbeds 

^ CALLLYNDSEY 
NOW 


0121 679 8037 

9 Tibbington Works, High Street, 
Princes End, Tipton DY4 9HP 


Whyley Walk, Langley, Oldbury 





JOHN T. HARRIS 

House Furnishers & Re-Upholstery Service 


Stockist of 
chairs to make 
sitting and 
rising easier 

•Divan Beds *Bed Frames • Mattresses 


0121 559 2402 

1A Causeway, Blackheath 
Now open Saturday 10am-2pm, 
Weekdays 10am-4.00pm 
Closed all day Thursday* Private car park 
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star ★extraTRAVEL 

For brochures please call the Promotions Team on (01902) 319999 
(Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm) or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Yorkshire 


New York to Hollywood 

The Best of the USA 


16 days various departure dates 2015/2016 



STAR EXTRA TRAVEL, the travel department of the Express & Star, offers a 
wide range of short breaks and holidays. For your security, our tour opera¬ 
tors are members of ABTA - the Travel Association and hold an AT0L (Air 
Travel Organisers Licence) for holidays by air. Prices are per person (unless 
otherwise stated). Please note Star Extra Travel is unable to take bookings 
over the telephone. Please read brochures/web pages for full description 
plus terms and conditions. Dates subject to availability. Coach pick up points 
offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton (with the 
exception of holidays by air, Eurostar and certain cruises). 


Cruise 
and Steam 



PRICE FROM 


£1,999 


Fly coast to coast and visit some of the 
greatest cities of the east and west, on this 
interest-packed American tour. 

Enjoy a day in the most powerful city on earth Washington 
DC, with the chance to join an optional guided tour, while 
in the original US capital, Philadelphia, an included 
orientation tour brings to life the story of America’s birth. 

Spend two whole days in the city that never sleeps, New 
York, to explore at leisure or perhaps join an optional city 
tour or helicopter flight. 

Fly west to San Francisco for a two-night stay. An 
optional guided tour here shows the major landmarks, before crossing the Golden Gate Bridge to spend some 
time in Sausalito, taking the Bay Ferry back to the city. 

Travel into the Sierra Nevada and through the breathtaking Yosemite National Park for an overnight stay in Visalia. 
The tour continues to Las Vegas for a two night stay 
and a day to explore at leisure or join optional trips to 
the Hoover Dam and a Vegas Nights helicopter flight. 


Perhaps one of the highlights of this tour will be the 
included visit to the south rim of the Grand Canyon, 
the most scenic point to view this fantastic sight, or 
for aerial views join an optional helicopter flight. 

Two nights are also spent near to Los Angeles with- 
an included visit to the star-studded streets of 
Hollywood and its famous landmarks of Mann’s 
Chinese Theatre and the Hollywood Walk of Fame. 


INFO --- 

* Frtncteco htS ^ in,emal fli9ht from ** York to San 

; Visits to 

Dnve through Yosemite National ParfT Canyon 

, q® l ’* es of a t0Llr manager in the US 

ngle rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 

Ownisedby^ mmkm At HoMeys wai2 _ ^ 


Three days departing June 19 


PRICE FROM 


£169 


• Return coach travel 

• Two nights half-board accommodation 

• Journey on the Keighley and Worth Valley Railway 

• Cruise on the Leeds Liverpool Canal 

• Coach tour of the Yorkshire Dales 

• Visits to Holmfirth, Skipton, Grassington and Haworth 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Wimbledon 

Championships 2015 

Two days departing July 11 and 12 


£155 


• Return coach travel 

» Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation at a hotel 
in the Greater London area 

• Reserved seat on No.1 Court at Wimbledon for the 
full day’s play on day one 

»Visit to Windsor 

• Services of a tour manager 

» Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Holidays (ABTA V787X) 


Scarborough, 
Whitby and York 

Four days departing Jun 26, Sept 18 


£219 


• Return coach travel 

• Three nights half-board accommodation 

• Visits to Scarborough, Whitby, York and Harrogate 

• Journey through the North Yorkshire Moors National 
Park 

• Optional North Yorkshire Moors Railway excursion 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Afternoon Tea at the 
Houses of Parliament 


Four days departing May 21 


PRICE FROM 


£299 


• Return coach travel 

• Three nights half-board accommodation 

• Guided tour of the Houses of Parliament 

• Afternoon tea in the Terrace Pavilion of 
the Houses of Commons 

• Visit to St. Albans 

• Visits to Kenwood House and Kensington Palace 

• Visit to the Royal Air Force Museum in London 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 

Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Tropical Islands of 
Chester Zoo 


Two days departing June 27 


Saturday Night 
Theatre by rail 

Two days various departure dates 


Chatsworth House The Tower of London 

and Thames Dinner 


Two days departing June 28 


PRICE FROM 


£119 


PRICE FROM 


£159. 95 


PRICE FROM 


£95 


• Return coach travel 

• Overnight half-board accommodation 

• Entrance to Chester Zoo 

• Visit to Chester 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single room subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


• Return standard class rail travel to London (upgrade 
offered) 

• Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation at a 
choice of four-star London hotels 

• Ticket for the Saturday evening performance of a West 
End show of your choice 

• Free time in London 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 

Please note the “from” price and price bands vary for each show 
Organised by Omega Events (ABTA Y590X) 


• Return coach travel 

• Overnight half-board accommodation 

» Entrance to Chatsworth House and gardens 

• Tour of the Peak District 
» Evening entertainment 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Cruise 

Two days departing May 17 and Sept 20 


£169 


* Return coach travel 

* Overnight bed and breakfast accommodation 

* Evening River Thames cruise with dinner 
and a glass of wine 

* Entrance to the Tower of London including 
the Crown Jewels exhibition 

* Services of a tour manager 

* Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Holidays (ABTA V787X) 


Normandy by Classical Spain The Italian Lakes 

Eurostar 


Five days various departure dates 


Seven days various departure dates 


Eight days various departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£479 


• Return standard class seat on Eurostar 

• Return rail connection to London 

• Four nights bed and breakfast accommodation 

• Guided walking tour of Rouen 

• Visits to the Bayeux Tapestry, Benedictine Palace and 
the port of Honfleur 

• Visit to Arromanches and the second World War 
D-Day beaches 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 
Certain entrance fees payable locally 

Organised by RivieraTravel (ABTA V4744) 



PRICE FROM 


£539 


• Return flights 

• Six nights bed and breakfast accommodation 

• Guided tour of Seville 

• Guided tour of the Alhambra 

• Visit to Cordoba 

• Visit to medieval Ronda 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 



PRICE FROM 


£719 


• Return flights 

• Seven nights half board accommodation (Lake 
Maggiore four nights, Lake Garda three nights) 

• Guided tour of Lake Maggiore and the Borromean 
Islands 

• Full day tour of Lake Garda 

• Day exploring Lake Como 

• Visit to Sirmione on Lake Garda 

• Services of a tour manager 

• Single rooms subject to availability -supplement applies 
Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325) 
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Express & Star Shop 


MAXI VAC 


Only £29.99 plus P&P 


The all-new Maxi Vac really 
cleans up where others fail. 

Weighing less than a quarter 
of the weight of the UK’s 
leading upright vacuum 
cleaner, the lightweight 
Maxi Vac delivers the power 
to clean up. Using the latest 
bagless technology, the 600W 
motor delivers direct suction all of 
the time. 

At a little over 3lbs, it’s so easy to use and 
converts from an upright to a hand-held vacuum 
in seconds. Ideal for those who struggle with 
a larger vacuum cleaner or those with limited 
storage space, Maxi Vac makes light work of 
cleaning stairs, upholstery, curtains and carpets. 
D7335 Maxi Vac - Black £29.99 
D4103 Accessory pack £8.99 
D7828 Spare Filters £6.99 


* o 

1 

Three-piece accessory pack ideal for use on a 11 
vast range of surfaces 1 



EASY STEAM 
WINDOW CLEANER 


Only £29.99 plus P&P 


Ideal for leaving glass and other 
reflective surfaces spotless, this 
window steamer takes all the hard 
work out of cleaning. The powerful 
1300W device creates steam that 
enables you to clean windows at 
a much faster rate than ordinary 
window cleaners. It boasts a 
detachable water tank with a capacity 
of 300ml and requires no chemicals 
or detergents to remove dirt, kill 
bacteria and completely disinfect 
windows. Its lightweight and compact 
design and safe, sturdy handle makes 
it easy to use and the combination 
of the rubber wiper, microfibre cloth 
and buffing mitt will ensure a streak- 
free finish. The steamer takes just 
four minutes to heat up ready for use. 
Dimensions: L34 x W28 x H14cm. 
D6591 Window Steamer £29.99 
D6592 Pack of 3 Spare Wipes £9.99 




3-IN-1 UV BED VAC 


Only £39.99 plus P&P 


UV 




SAVE 

£90 

^WAS £129.99^ 



Over time, all mattresses gather dust and debris along their seams, corners and on the surface. Our 
400W bed vac will help keep beds, upholstery and floors spotlessly clean. 

With a powerful 8V UV light, it will zap surfaces with ultraviolet light killing the bacteria that helps them 
to feed. The vac sucks up the mites and debris into the small micro allergy filter cartridge to leave your 
home and bed feeling fresh and clean. It also features a pull out handle which enables you to use the 
vac as an upright vacuum. 

D6890 UV Bed Vac £39.99 
D6891 Spare Hepa Filter £4.99 


VAX CARPET WASHER 

^1 


Only £99.99 plus P&P 


Lightweight and easy to use, the Vax Powermax 
tackles dirt and odours with ease, leaving 
your carpets looking great and smelling fresh. 

It combines a powerful suction motor, high 
pressure jet sprays and a static scrub bar to 
loosen dirt and lift stains. 

It comes complete with a 250ml bottle of Vax 
Carpet Cleaner Fluid, but you can add an 
additional 1.5 litre bottle to your order for just 
£9.99. 

Two year manufacturer’s guarantee. 

D3705 Vax Upright Carpet Washer £99.99 
D8363 Vax AAA 1.5 litre Carpet Cleaner £9.99 


SAVE 

£40 

WAS £139.99 J 




To order call 0871 911 701T Quote 48339 
Online at EXPRESSANDSTARSHOP.CO.UK 

8am-8pm 7 days a week *Calls cost 10 pence per minute from a standard BT landline. Mobile & other providers’ charges may vary. 


Dur ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk, and in our retail store between 22nd November 2014 and 22nd February 2015. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 14 days (shoes and clothing within 31 

days). These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Airflo Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. Call centre open: seven days a week 8am-8pm. 

RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (48339), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

Initial_Surname _ 


Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms) 

Address_ 

Email 


_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 


I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-AIRFLO LTD for £_ 
My card number is: 


_0r please debit my card £_ 


KB Mastercard EH Visa EH Maestro Issue No. _ 


1 Start 
J date: 


Expiry 

date: 


Security 

Number: 


“Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE(S) 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 





£ 





£ 





£ 





£ 





£ 





£ 

Postage 

TOTAL 

£3.95 
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Puttin’ on the 
Ritz in Top Hat 

GET out your Top Hat, 
White Tie and Tails and 
Let’s Face The Music and 
Dance when a top West 
End musical comes to Bir¬ 
mingham Hippodrome 
next week. 

Based on the 1935 Irving 
Berlin musical movie star¬ 
ring Fred Astaire and Gin¬ 
ger Rogers, the new stage 
version of Top Hat won 
multiple Laurence Olivier 
Awards in 2013. 

This feel-good show fea¬ 
tures lots of spectacular 
dance and such famous 
songs at Cheek To Cheek 
and Puttin’ On The Ritz. 

Starring Alan Burkitt 
and Charlotte Gooch in 
the Fred and Ginger roles, 
both from the London pro¬ 
duction, Top Hat will be 
staged at the Hippodrome 
from Tuesday, March 10, 
to Saturday, March 21. 

Jeeves & Wooster 
come to the Rep 

PEEP Show star Robert 
Webb plays Bertie Wooster 
with Jason Thorpe, from 
Primeval, as his long-suf¬ 
fering butler Jeeves when 
the much-loved comic 
characters are brought to 
Birmingham Rep. 

Edwardian manners are 
sent up in this play by the 
Goodale Brothers, based on 
the work of PG Wodehouse. 
Jeeves and Wooster in Per¬ 
fect Nonsense, from Mon¬ 
day to Saturday, March 14, 
also features Christopher 
Ryan, who was Mike in The 
Young Ones. It has been di¬ 
rected by Sean Foley, who 
directed The Ladykillers 
and Mad World My Mas¬ 
ters staged at the Grand 
last week. 


Fins are looking up for BRIT 
young things Jump The Shark 


Group’s 

Blonde 

ambition 

IT’S the hit comedy that 
made the transition from 
screen to stage musical as 
Wolverhampton Musical 
Comedy Company prepare 
their groundbreaking pro¬ 
duction of Legally Blonde. 

They will bring their 
amateur premier of the hit 
Broadway and West End 
show to the Grand Theatre 
on Tuesday after months of 
rehearsals. 

Katie Astbury, aged 19, 
will be playing the lead role 
of Elle Woods, accompanied 
by loveable Chihuahua 
Bruiser, real name Fiona. 
Katie, from Finchfield, is 
stepping into the high heels 
of London star Sheridan 
Smith to play the uncon¬ 
ventional trainee lawyer. 

The run, over five nights 
and a Saturday matinee, 
will mark the first time 
Legally Blonde the musi¬ 
cal has been performed by 
an amateur company in 
England. For more details, 
visit grandtheatre.co.uk or 
call 01902 429212. 



SITTING in the audience at the BRIT Awards last week were a Wol¬ 
verhampton band who are already on their way to following in the 
footsteps of the UK music scene’s biggest stars. 

Teenagers Jump The Shark are on the right track after winning a BRIT-backed na¬ 
tional award. The group is tipped for stardom after they lifted the coveted Next BRIT 
Thing talent award in front of a thousand-plus crowd at Indigo in the 02 Arena in London. 

The award is backed by the UK music industry, the BRIT Awards and The Classic BRIT 
Awards. More than 900 solo artists and groups, aged 18 and 24, entered the competition 


by uploading their music onto the Big Music 
Project website in May last year. Over 150 
acts made it to regional heats before being 
whittled down to just 16 for the final show¬ 
down. 

Lead singer and drummer Tasha Jones, 
a 17-year-old Wolverhampton Girls High 
School pupil from Wednesfield, confessed: 
“I am in shock. It was overwhelming. 

“I cannot believe the number of impor¬ 
tant figures from the music industry that 
this win has put us in touch with. You can¬ 
not put a value on that. 

Confidence 

“It is a huge boost to our confidence. It 
proves that people really do like what we 
are doing and will motivate us to get even 

Thomas Telford School pupil Theo Wil¬ 
liams, also 17, from Tettenhall, plays guitar 
and sings backing vocals in the band that 
formed five years ago. He said: “We rose to 
the occasion and enjoyed the experience. 
The band initially got together after we dis¬ 
covered that we were better guitarists than 
footballers. We met by accident but have 
stuck together. It has been around a year 
since we decided to go with a four piece for¬ 
mat and it has been great.” 

Jump The Shark’s triumph gives them 
the opportunity to record at the legendary 
AbbeyRoad studios, where The Beatles and 
Pink Floyd made some of their most famous 
albums. They could also possibly have one 



Next BRIT thing — Jump The Shark 


of their songs featuring on next year’s BRIT 
Awards album. 

Theo admitted: “The prospect of being in 
the studio where John Lennon and numer¬ 
ous other wonderful musicians sat is very 
exciting.” 

The band write their own music and per¬ 
formed their own song There’s Always One. 
The other members are guitarist Jon Mur¬ 
phy, 17, from Claregate who attends Walsall 
College and bass guitarist Matt Gregory, 
16, from Tettenhall, a pupil at Thomas Tel¬ 
ford School. 

Jump The Shark will be performing on 
March 19 at Newhampton Arts Centre in 
Wolverhampton. 


Award winners on 
way to Midlands 

BRIT Awards winners are 
on their way to Wolver¬ 
hampton and Birmingham. 

First up are heavy rock 
duo Royal Blood who have 
won lots of fans since their 
self-titled debut album was 
released in August. 

The powerhouse pair 
from Brighton won best 
British Group award and 
will have a full house for 
their concert at Wolver¬ 
hampton Civic Hall on 
Wednesday. Their support 
will be Mini Mansions, fea¬ 
turing Queens of the Stone 
Age bassist Michael Shu¬ 
man on drums. 

British Female Solo 
Artist winner Paloma 
Faith will be in concert at 
Birmingham Barclaycard 
Arena on March 19 and has 
already sold out her Forest 
gig on July 10 at Cannock 
Chase. 

Global Success Award 
winner Sam Smith has sold 
out his March 22 date at 
Wolverhampton Civic. His 
debut album In the Lonely 
Hour has sold in millions. 

Surreal revamp 
for popular opera 

WELSH National Opera 
return to Birmingham to 
perform a non-traditional 
production of Mozart’s The 
Magic Flute at the Hippo¬ 
drome. Staged tonight 
(Thursday) and tomorrow, 
Dominic Cooke’s produc¬ 
tion has been described as 
warm, witty and surreal. 

Watch out there’s a 
witch about when Humper¬ 
dinck’s Hansel and Gretel 
becomes a dark fantasy in 
Richard Jones’s production 
at Birmingham on Satur¬ 
day. 
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It’s Great Down The Pub HI 


FRIDAY 6TH MARCH 

THE AUDIO HEROES 


SATURDAY 7TH MARCH 

SELINA PLUS 
STARMAKERS DISCO 

SUNDAY 8TH MARCH 

STARMAKERS 
SUNDAY KARAOKE 

MONDAY 9TH MARCH 

THE QUEST FUN QUIZ 
& KARAOKE SHOW 

TUESDAY 10TH MARCH 

PREDATORS TUESDAY 
NIGHT KARAOKE 

WEDNESDAY 11TH MARCH 

ADRIAN MICHAELS 

THURSDAY 12TH MARCH 

THURSDAY WITH 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


« UTi 


Sunday Carvery £4.95 12 noon-5 pm 



CARVERY TIMES flnlm# 

Mon-Thurs 

12.00-2.30 pm, 6-8 pm /% K 

Fri-Sat 12.00-2.30 pm LOi^tU 
GREAT STEAK & GRILL DEALS 
NEW MENU | 

Featuring Grills and Succulent Steaks 
Available 7 days a week 


We serve until 1am on Sundays, Midnight 
1am Thursday, 2am Friday & Saturday DOORS CLOSE 11.00 pm Thurs, 
Fri, Sat, Sun • Dress Code...Dress To Impress! 

Find us at www.theknightsquest.co.uk 


PLUMBZONE 


A 5 year manufacturer's warranty 
1 year workmanship guarantee 
(if installed before 31st December 2015 standard warranty 5 
years) terms & conditions apply 
5 year discounted servicing 
First annual boiler service free of charge 
FREE central heating system flush 




WORCESTER 

Bosch Group 



POWERFLUSH of 7 Radiators PLUS 
Chemical Treatment of the 
system for: 


24kw Boiler and 
7 Radiator Central 
Heating System 


Supplied & fitted for 


ProCombi 24kw Boiler 


Supplied & fitted for 



Expert Advice & FREE Quotation, call 0800 6440131 
Visit our showroom: Marco House Prospect Row Dudley DY2 8SG 


doulton doors (>, nn/iNjiryivir 
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BUILDING, FENCING & GAS SUPPLIES 


©020 ^S©S@@0o(E5E@® 90320® 

194-196 Springhill Hockley Birmingham B18 7BS 

najranfencing@gmail.com • www.najranbuildingandfencing.co.uk 


Suppliers to trade & public 


ANY 

• F/E PANELS • GATES MADE LIKE-FOR- 

• SAND & CEMENT TO MEASURE LIKE QUOTE 

BEATFIUi 
• ci*. 



13kg Butane £19 
~ g Butane £23 
47 kg Butane £53 
other sizes available 


NOW IN ST OCK 

rreu 1 rimrra?) fHTyiYiyi\ j h im u 




All Types of Ornate Gates Made to Measure 
Tel: 01384 4133311 01902 628018 | 01543 499012 
Freephone: 0800 0375179 Mobile: 07721783291 

www.doultondoors.co.uk 


Mobile HeaterPackages FROM £79 


DPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! STOCKIST OF ENERGAS PRODUCTS 

DELIVERY & COLLECTION SERVICE AVAILABLE 
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CHOICE 



Elisabeth Shue 


CSI: Crime Scene 
Investigation 
(Channel 5,9pm) 

Daycia Fox was attending rehab 
in Las Vegas to treat her 
addiction to alcohol and drugs. 
Sadly she met an untimely end. 
However, when her body is 
found in the swimming pool of 
an abandoned house, there’s 
more to the case than meets 
the eye; this is CSI after all, 
where nothing is ever as it 
seems. Following a post¬ 
mortem, detectives discover no 
trace of chlorine in the water in 
the victim’s lungs, so it seems 
she died in the bath back at the 
clinic, and somebody moved 
her body to make it look like an 
accident. It begs the questions: 
who did it and why? Look out for 
Greg (Heroes) Grunberg among 
the regular cast, which includes 
his Hollow Man co-star 
Elisabeth Shue, and the ever 
reliable Ted Danson. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Mary Berry Cooks. (R) 12.00 
BBC News; Weather. 12.10 Football 
Focus. 1.00 Live Davis Cup Tennis. Great 
Britain v USA. 4.30 Final Score. 5.00 
BBC News; Regional News; Weather. 

5.20 Match of the Day Live. Aston Villa v 
West Bromwich Albion (Kick-off 
5.30pm). 

7.30 The Voice UK. As the battle 
rounds continue, the contestants 
aim to secure their place in the 
next stage of the competition. It’s 
up to William, Tom Jones, Rita 
Ora and Ricky Wilson to decide 
who they want to keep and 
eliminate, but it’s not necessarily 
over for the losers, as the coaches 
have a chance to “steal” a rejected 
artist for their own team. 

9.30 Casualty. Lily tries to persuade a 
woman to be honest with her 
husband by admitting she doesn’t 
want to continue with IVF 
treatment - although when the 
doctor’s own exhaustion begins to 
catch up with her, it seems she is 
not being entirely truthful to 
herself. Rita helps a man change 
his stubborn attitude after he 
refuses to tell people he has a 
neurological disease, while Dixie 
is forced to give lain a verbal 
warning. 

10.15 The National Lottery Live. Gaby 
Roslin is joined by comedian and 
actor Matt Lucas, who pushes the 
buttons to reveal the Lotto and 
Thunderball numbers. 

10.25 BBC News; Weather. 

10.45 Match of the Day. Highlights of 
this weekend’s only Premier 
League encounter, which saw 
Queens Park Rangers host 
Tottenham Hotspur at Loftus 
Road. 

11.15 Match of the Day: FA Cup 
Highlights. Highlights of the first 
two sixth-round matches, as 
Bradford City faced Reading at 
Valley Parade and Aston Villa 
welcomed West Bromwich Albion 
to Villa Park; National Lottery 
Update. 

11.55The Football League Show. 

Manish Bhasin presents highlights 
and all the goals from the latest 
fixtures in the Championship, 
League One and League Two, 
including Derby County v 
Birmingham City. 

1.15 Film: Charlie & Boots. (2009) 2.50 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.55 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 

7.30 FA Cup Rewind: Quarter Final 
Classics. 8.30 Live Athletics: European 
Indoor Championships. 11.30 Animal 
Park. (R) 12.00 A Taste of Britain. 12.30 
James Martin’s Food Map of Britain. (R) 
12.40 Noel Coward: Talking Pictures. 

1.10 Film: In Which We Serve. (1942) 
Second World War drama, starring Noel 
Coward. 3.00 The Great British Sewing 
Bee. (R) 4.00 Gardeners’ World. (R) 

4.30 Live Athletics: European Indoor 
Championships. The third day of the 
meeting from the 02 Arena in Prague, 
Czech Republic. 

7.30 How We Got to Now with Steven 
Johnson. The American science 
author explores the impact on the 
modern world of technological 
innovations in the sphere of 
lighting, investigating Thomas 
Edison’s role in the invention and 
development of the electric bulb. 
Steven also reveals how a French 
scientist accidentally discovered 
howto create neon light, leading 
to a revolution in advertising and 
the glare of the Las Vegas strip. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring and the 
platoon try to capture three 
German airmen who have landed 
in a lake after bailing out and 
intend to stay in their dinghy until 
nightfall. (R) 

9.00 Ql. Josh Widdicombe, Sue 
Perkins and Frank Skinner join 
regular panellist Alan Davies as 
host Stephen Fry asks a range of 
questions about levity, levitation 
and lights. (R) 

9.30 Reginald D Hunter’s Songs of the 
South. The comedian concludes 
his road trip through the American 
South by exploring the musical 
heritage of Mississippi and 
Louisiana. In Memphis, he meets 
songwriting partners Steve 
Cropper and Eddie Floyd at Stax 
Records, before going on the trail 
of the origins of both delta and hill 
country blues in the company of 
musicians Seasick Steve and 
Cedric Burnside. Last in the series. 

10.30 Film: Good Vibrations. (2012) 
Premiere. A record shop owner in 
1970s Belfast becomes a key 
figure in the underground punk 
scene during the Troubles. Fact- 
based drama, starring Richard 
Dormer and Jodie Whittaker. 

12.05 Film: Cross of Iron. (1977) Sam 
Peckinpah's Second World War drama, 
starring James Coburn, Maximilian 
Schell, James Mason and David Warner. 

2.15 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom 
Knocker Street. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan. (R) 
6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 Canimals. (R) 

7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. 8.30 Scrambled!: 

Horrid Henry. 8.50 Scrambled!: Hulk and 
the Agents of Smash. 9.25 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 10.20 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 11.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 12.25 ITV News; Weather. 12.35 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 1.35 Tipping 
Point. (R) 2.35 Doc Martin. (R) 3.35 
Secrets from the Sky. (R) 4.05 Off Their 
Rockers. (R) 4.35 Big Star’s Little Star. 
(R) 5.35 Regional Programme; 
Weather.5.45 ITV News; Weather. 

6.00 You’ve Been Framed! Favourites. 
Harry Hill narrates a selection of 
comical clips, featuring Annette 
Bening and Kim Jong-il lookalikes, 
below-the-belt mishaps, mischief 
and painful-looking accidents. (R) 
7.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway. The Geordie duo take 
control of Jeremy Kyle in I’m a 
Celebrity Get Out of Me Ear!, and 
Little Ant and Dec meet Take That. 
Rob Brydon is this week’s 
celebrity guest announcer. 

8.25 Take Me Out. Paddy McGuinness 
hosts an extended edition, giving 
the 30 single women one last 
chance to find the man of their 
dreams on the show. Hotel 
receptionist Leslie from Belfast, 
plumber Alan from Pontefract, 
construction worker Cole from 
Darlington and model Pete from 
Cornwall are all hoping to sweep 
them off their feet, and must 
persuade the girls to keep their 
lights on as a sign of approval. 
Paddy finds out how the couples 
get on in the sun, and also 
provides an update on last week’s 
lovebirds. Last in the series. 

9.55 The Jonathan Ross Show. The 
host welcomes actor Damian 
Lewis (Homeland, Wolf Hall), and 
music legend Bryan Ferry, who 
performs in the studio. 

10.55 ITV News; Weather. 

11.15Film: Play Misty for Me. (1971) A 
DJ revives his relationship with an 
old flame, driving an obsessive fan 
mad with jealousy. Psychological 
thriller, directed by and starring 
Clint Eastwood. 

1.10 Jackpot247.3.00 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.45 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.00 How I Met Your Mother. 6.30 How I 
Met Your Mother. 6.55 Trans World 
Sport. 7.55 The Morning Line. 9.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 9.30 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 10.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 10.30 
Frasier. (R) 11.00 Frasier. (R) 11.30 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 12.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 1.00 Rude(ish) Tube. 1.30 
Channel 4 Racing. Live coverage from 
Sandown Park and Wolverhampton. 

4.10 Come Dine with Me. (R) 4.45 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 5.15 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 5.50 Come Dine with Me. (R) 
6.15 The Simpsons. A romantic 
evening at the ice-rink leads to 
Homer and Marge heading for the 
Winter Olympics to play for a 
curling team, while Lisa becomes 
hopelessly addicted to collecting 
sporting memorabilia and Bart 
befriends Canada’s equivalent of 
Milhouse. (R) 

6.40 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Crufts 2015. Clare Balding 

presents highlights from the third 
and penultimate day of the world’s 
largest dog show, held at the 
National Exhibition Centre in 
Birmingham. Yesterday saw the 
judging of the Working and 
Pastoral groups, and this 
evening’s programme moves on 
to the Terrier and Hound 
categories. There’s also a special 
report from Noel Fitzpatrick, 
known for his pioneering work as 
seen in Channel 4 series The 
Supervet. 

9.00 Film: Salt. (2010) A CIA agent is 
accused of being a sleeper 
assassin with a deadly purpose - 
to kill the Russian president 
during a diplomatic visit and start 
a third world war. She goes on the 
run, with her colleagues in hot 
pursuit - but each attempt to 
prove her innocence only raises 
more questions about her identity. 
Action thriller, starring Angelina 
Jolie and Chiwetel Ejiofor. 

11.00 Film: Heartbreakers. (2001) A 
mother and daughter con rich 
bachelors out of a fortune, but 
their plans are threatened when 
the daughter falls in love. Comedy, 
with Sigourney Weaver. 

1.20 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
(R) 2.10 Hollyoaks. (R) 4.15 Hugh’s 3 
Good Things: Best Bites. (R) 4.30 
Double Your House for Half the Money. 
(R) 5.25 Location, Location, Location. 
(R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 SpongeBob 
SquarePants. 10.35 Chinese Food in 
Minutes. (R) 10.50 The Hotel Inspector. 
(R) 11.45 The Hotel Inspector. (R) 12.40 
GPs: Behind Closed Doors. (R) 1.35 
Cowboy Builders. (R) 2.35 Missing: 
Flight MH370 One Year On. (R) 3.35 
Film: Monte Walsh. (1970) Western, 
starring Lee Marvin. 5.30 5 News 
Weekend. 5.40 Film: Columbo: 
Candidate for Crime. (1973) Detective 
drama, starring Peter Falk. 

7.20 NCIS. The murder of a marine 
during a cruise is investigated by 
the agents, who discover the 
victim had turned his back on a life 
of privilege to join the military. (R) 
8.05 NCIS. A navy recruitment officer is 
murdered at a high school and the 
agents discover he had recently 
begun a relationship with a 
married teacher whose wife held a 
grudge against him. They also find 
out a student’s father was 
vehemently opposed to his joining 
the military, and receive help from 
an unexpected quarter-Ducky’s 
esteemed predecessor, Dr 
Magnus. (R) 

9.00 CSI: Crime Scene Investigation. 

A body found in the swimming 
pool of an abandoned house is 
identified as Daycia Fox, who was 
attending rehab in Las Vegas to 
treat her addiction to alcohol and 
drugs. The post-mortem reveals 
no trace of chlorine in the water in 
the victim’s lungs and the team 
concludes she died in the bath 
back at the clinic, with somebody 
moving the body to make it look 
like a tragic accident. 

10.00 Law & Order: Special Victims 
Unit. Saliva from a tiger is 
discovered on a murdered model, 
leading the detectives on the hunt 
for a former people trafficker who 
is now involved in the exotic 
animal trade. (R) 

10.55Law & Order. An investigation into 
a hit-and-run leads to a property 
scam, but the team’s undercover 
work takes a surprising twist that 
pits McCoy against the US 
Attorney’s office. Previously seen 
on 5 USA. 

11.50True Crimes: The First 72 Hours. 

Winnipeg police are baffled by a 
bank robber who does not fit the 
usual profile of a thief. (R) 

12.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 10,000 BC. (R) 
4.00 Benefits Britain: Life on the Dole. 

(R) 4.50 Make It Big. (R) 5.15 Angels of 
Jarm. (R) 5.40 Roarythe Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Great TV Mistakes 8.00 Top Gear 
9.00 Russell Howard’s Good News 9.30 
Film: Adventureland (2009) 11.10 
Family Guy 1.00 Uncle 1.30 Russell 
Howard’s Good News 2.00 South Side 
Story 2.30 Sexy Beasts 4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 The Secret Life of Elephants 8.00 
Lost Kingdoms of Central America 9.00 
Hostages 10.45 Pompeii: The Mystery of 
the People Frozen in Time 11.45 TOTP2: 
80s Special 12.45 Charlie Brooker’s 
Weekly Wipe 1.15 Top of the Pops: 1980 

1.50 The Secret Life of Elephants 2.50 
Lost Kingdoms of Central America 
ITV2 

11.10 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway 12.35 Catchphrase 1.20 Film: 
Batteries Not Included (1987) 3.25 
You’ve Been Framed! 4.00 Film: The 
Princess Diaries 2: Royal Engagement 
(2004) 6.15 Film: Mr Bean’s Holiday 
(2007) 8.00 Film: Jurassic Park III 
(2001) 9.55 Take Me Out-The Gossip 

10.55 Ibiza Weekender 11.55 The Keith 
Lemon Sketch Show 12.20 Reality Bites 

I. 05 Crazy Beaches 1.30 Hell’s Kitchen 

2.15 Fake Reaction 2.50 Teleshopping 

5.50 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

II. 40 The Darling Buds of May 12.50 A 
Touch of Frost 3.00 Film: Carry On 
Cowboy (1966) 5.00 Agatha Christie’s 
Marple 7.00 Doc Martin 8.00 Foyle’s War 
10.05 Lewis 12.10 A Touch of Frost 2.10 
ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.45 Live Darts: UK Open. Coverage of 
the second day at the Butlins Minehead 
Resort. 5.00 Storage Wars 6.00 Storage 
Wars: Texas 7.00 Live Darts: UK Open. 
11.00 Cricket World Cup Highlights 
12.00 Film: Buried (2010) 2.00 Hogan’s 
Heroes 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.00 Made in Chelsea 12.00 Taking New 
York 1.00 Marry Me 1.30 New Girl 2.30 
Melissa & Joey 3.30 Baby Daddy 4.30 
How I Met Your Mother 5.30 The Big 
Bang Theory 9.00 Film: Beverly Hills Cop 
11 (1987) 11.05 The Big Bang Theory 

11.30 Rude Tube 12.35 How I Met Your 
Mother 1.35 The Cleveland Show 3.10 
One Tree Hill 3.50 Desperate Housewives 
Film4 

11.00 Treasure Island (1972) 1.00 Rio 
(2011) 3.00 The Hunt for Red October 
(1990) 5.55 Transformers: Revenge of 
the Fallen (2009) 9.00 Serenity (2005) 

11.20 AVPR: Aliens vs Predator - 
Requiem (2007) 1.10 Predators (2010) 
3.25 Close 
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A Rainbow 
through the clouds... Looking 
after Clients for 15 years 
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WINDOWS&DOORS 


www.wolverhamptonwindows.co.uk MM 


01902 827879 


Tel: 07837 746808 
Tel: 0121 293 7119 

Child Safe - Cordless Systems 
Full Range of Fabrics 
Free Measure & Quote 
Fast Reliable Service 
Competitive Pricing 


HALESOWEN 

Fabrics only Service 
available includes bottom 
weights, chains 
and hangers 




Showrooms at; 

t Bromwich Indoor Market 
^Bearwood Indoor Market 
10 Wassel Rd, Hasbury, Halesowen B63 4LF 
_ FacWnwShowwww 

Wolverhampton RoadT^Swtflb^J^AY' 
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CHOICE 



Poldark 
(BBC1, 9pm) 

New series. Period drama 
based on the novels by Winston 
Graham, originally adapted into 
a successful 1970s TV series. 

In late 18th-century Cornwall, 
Ross Poldark joins the army to 
avoid charges of smuggling, 
leaving behind his loved one 
Elizabeth - and when he 
returns three years later, having 
fought in the American War of 
Independence, he finds his 
father dead, his estate in ruins 
and his sweetheart engaged to 
another man. In need of help, 
he takes on a new kitchen maid 
after rescuing her from a 
beating - bringing him into 
conflict with hostile locals. 

Aidan Turner takes the title role, 
with Eleanor Tomlinson, Heida 
Reed, Warren Clarke, Mary 
Woodvine, Harriet Ballard, 
Robert Daws, Kyle Soller and 
Caroline Blakiston. 


BBCl 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.45 Match of the Day. 
(R) 8.20 Match of the Day: FA Cup 
Highlights. (R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr 
Show. 10.00 The Big Questions. 11.00 
Sunday Politics. 12.15 BBC News. 12.25 
Songs of Praise. 1.00 Live Davis Cup 
Tennis. Great Britain v USA. 3.35 Bargain 
Hunt. (R) 4.05 Escape to the Country. 

(R) 4.50 Pointless Celebrities. (R) 5.35 
BBC News; Regional News; Weather. 
6.00 The Big Painting Challenge. The 
amateur artists travel to Blenheim 
Palace in Oxfordshire, the 
birthplace and ancestral home of 
Winston Churchill. Their first 
challenge sees them arranging a 
collection of personal items - 
from a large yellow hat to a skull - 
which they must capture on 
canvas using acrylics. This is 
followed by a quick 30-minute 
sketch of a giant chess board, 
ensuring that light and shadow are 
just as important as perspective 
and scale. In their last chance to 
impress before the elimination, 
the hopefuls paint the facade of 
the palace, attempting to capture 
the drama of its stunning 
architecture. 

7.00 Countryfile. The team is in rural 
Cheshire, where Matt Baker joins 
an agricultural student working on 
his father’s farm and Ellie Harrison 
discovers what life was like for 
Victorian apprentices. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. Trixie and Sister 
Mary Cynthia team up to support a 
deaf mother-to-be, while a case of 
morning sickness proves more 
serious than initially suspected. 
Last in the series. 

9.00 Poldark. New series. Period 
drama about a young aristocrat 
who returns from the battlefield to 
find his estate in ruins and his 
sweetheart engaged to another 
man. Aidan Turner stars. 

10.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day: FA Cup 

Highlights. Highlights of the third 
match in the FA Cup sixth round, 
as Liverpool faced Blackburn 
Rovers at Anfield. 

11.05The Apprentice USA. In an 
extended edition featuring two 
tasks, the teams have to promote 
and sell tickets to a live comedy 
event, and then film a 60-second 
advertisement for a new car safety 
device. 

1.10 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.15 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.10 The Football League Show. (R) 

7.30 Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.00 
Countryfile. (R) 9.00 FA Cup Rewind: 
Sixth-Round Classics. 10.00 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 11.30 The Great 
Comic Relief Bake Off. (R) 12.30 ATaste 
of Britain. 1.00 A Taste of Britain; 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.30 Live 
Athletics: European Indoor 
Championships. The final day of the 
meeting from the 02 Arena in Prague, 
Czech Republic. 5.35 Super-Powered 
Owls: Natural World. (R) 

6.35 Pompidou. The penniless 
aristocrat thinks he has won the 
lottery, but it turns out that it his 
butler Hove who has actually hit 
the jackpot. Comedy, starring Matt 
Lucas. 

7.00 The Fifteen Billion Pound 

Railway. The concluding episode 
of the documentary about the 
construction of the Crossrail train 
line linking east and west London 
follows the work of engineers 
building 10 new stations. A team 
battles to put together the giant 
jigsaw that will become a 
cathedral-sized station at Canary 
Wharf. Last in the series. (R) 

8.00 Top Gear. James May competes in 
a world rallycross race and 
Richard Hammond tests the new 
version of the Mazda MX-5. Plus, 
Nicholas Hoult is the Star in the 
Reasonably Priced Car. 

9.00 Let’s Play Darts for Comic Relief. 
Gabby Logan is joined on the sofa 
by the celebrity players, who 
reflect on the highs and lows of 
the tournament so far and discuss 
the eagerly anticipated final. Then 
the competition reaches its climax 
as the two remaining famous 
faces and their professional 
partners go head to head for the 
title at the Lakeside Country Club 
in Frimley Green, Surrey. Last in 
the series. 

10.05 The Revolution Will Be 
Televised. First of two 
compilations from the first three 
series of the sketch show 
lampooning arrogance, hypocrisy 
and greed in public life, starring 
Heydon Prowse and Jolyon 
Rubinstein. 

10.35 Film: The Hunter. (2011) 
Premiere. Drama, starring Willem 
Dafoe, Frances O’Connor and Sam 
Neill. 

12.10 Film: Howl. (2010) 1.30 Sign 
Zone: Countryfile. (R) 2.25 Holby City. 
(R) 3.25 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.20 Bottom 
Knocker Street. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan. (R) 
6.45 Dino Dan. (R) 7.00 Canimals. (R) 
7.10 Sooty. (R) 7.25 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: Nerds & 
Monsters. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: 

Ultimate Spider-Man. 8.30 Scrambled!: 
Horrid Henry. 8.50 Scrambled!: 

Deadtime Stories. (R) 9.25 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 10.25 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 11.30 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 12.35 ITV News; Weather. 12.40 
Murder, She Wrote. (R) 1.40 River 
Monsters. (R) 2.40 Catchphrase. (R) 
3.25 Film: The Living Daylights. (1987) 
James Bond adventure, starring Timothy 
Dalton. 

6.00 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 The Chase: Celebrity Special. 

Former England cricket captain 
Michael Vaughan, presenter Anna 
Richardson, bushcraft expert Ray 
Mears and Coronation Street 
actress Jane Danson play for 
charity. Last in the series. 

7.30 Off Their Rockers. Afoul¬ 
mouthed nun runs amok, Seb gets 
advice on attending a naturist 
wedding and Dave gives a 
member of the public his lucky 
pants. 

8.00 All Star Family Fortunes. Former 
X Factor winner Sam Bailey and 
Loose Women panellist Jamelia 
team up with their families in an 
attempt to win a jackpot of 
£30,000 for charity. 

9.00 Mr Selfridge. Nancy begins to feel 
the weight of her deception over 
her fling with Harry, Victor and 
Violette take a romantic trip to the 
coast, and Mr Grove finds out the 
truth from Miss Mardle. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Bear Grylls: Mission Survive. 
Tensions reach boiling point as the 
celebrities face their toughest 
challenge yet, navigating down a 
powerful river, building shelters, 
catching food and enduring a 
tropical storm. (R) 

11.15 Premiership Rugby Union. 
Highlights from the 17th round of 
fixtures, including Bath v Sale 
Sharks at the Recreation Ground, 
Exeter Chiefs v London Welsh at 
Sandy Park and Wasps v Saracens 
at Ricoh Arena. 

12.05 The Store. 2.25 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.10 ITV Nightscreen. 
5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.20 How I Met Your Mother. 6.45 How I 
Met Your Mother. 7.10 How I Met Your 
Mother. 7.35 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
Amazing Spaces Shed of the Year. (R) 

I. 30 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 2.00 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 2.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 2.55 Film: Bride Wars. 
(2009) Comedy, starring Kate Hudson 
and Anne Hathaway. 4.40 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 5.40 Channel 4 
News. 

6.05 A Place in the Sun: Home or 
Away. Jasmine Harman and 
Jonnie Irwin meet a man who 
wants to buy a place in the south¬ 
west of France, and his partner, 
who is nervous of taking the 
plunge and would prefer Devon. 
7.00 Crufts 2015: Best in Show. The 
final day concludes with the most 
prestigious prize of the 
competition - the Best in Show - 
as Clare Balding goes behind the 
scenes during the build-up, meets 
the participants and reports live 
from the NEC in Birmingham as 
the winner is announced. Last in 
the series. 

9.00 Indian Summers. There’s much 
excitement in Simla as the Viceroy 
arrives for the first of his summer 
visits. Ralph is troubled when he 
discovers the only piece of 
evidence that linked Chandru 
Mohan to the Congress Party has 
gone missing. Aafrin finds himself 
in danger when he learns there will 
be a search of the properties of all 
those who had access to the 
stolen item. Ian is forced to grow 
up quickly when he receives sad 
news about his uncle, while 
Eugene threatens to return to 
Chicago with Madeleine. Sarah 
receives information from England 
that sheds light on Alice’s 
mysterious past. 

10.008 Out of 10 Cats Does 

Countdown. Jimmy Carr hosts 
this comedy take on the quiz, with 
team captains Sean Lock and Jon 
Richardson joined by Jo Brand 
and Claudia Winkleman. Bill Bailey 
is in Dictionary Corner. (R) 

II. 05 Film: The Twilight Saga: New 

Moon. (2009) Romantic fantasy 
sequel, starring Kristen Stewart. 
1.25 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
(R) 2.20 Come Dine with Me. (R) 4.40 
River Cottage Veg Heroes. (R) 5.05 
Location, Location, Location. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.20 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Pip Ahoy! (R) 6.45 
The Mr Men Show. (R) 6.55 Chloe’s 
Closet. (R) 7.05 Oily the Little White Van. 
7.10 Make Way for Noddy. (R) 7.25 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 7.35 Paw 
Patrol. (R) 7.50 Little Princess. (R) 8.00 
Wanda and the Alien. (R) 8.10 Zack and 
Quack. 8.25 Toby’s Travelling Circus. (R) 

8.35 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 
8.45 Jelly Jamm. (R) 9.05 LazyTown. 

(R) 9.30 Dora and Friends. 10.00 
SpongeBob SquarePants. 10.35 The 
Dog Rescuers. (R) 11.00 The Hotel 
Inspector. (R) 12.00 The Hotel Inspector. 
(R) 12.55 The Hotel Inspector. (R) 1.55 
Film: The Reef. (2006) Premiere. 
Animated adventure, with the voice of 
Freddie Prinze Jr. 3.25 Film: Open 
Season 2. (2008) Animated comedy 
sequel, with the voice of Joel McHale. 
4.55 Film: Mulan. (1998) Disney 
animated adventure, with the voices of 
Ming-Na and Eddie Murphy. 

6.35 5 News Weekend. 

6.40 Film: Hitch. (2005) A professional 
relationship guru, who specialises 
in offering advice to lonely single 
men, helps an unlucky-in-love 
accountant to woo the girl of his 
dreams. However, when he finds 
himself falling for a beautiful 
gossip columnist, his usual charm 
abandons him and he discovers 
his expertise counts for nothing. 
Romantic comedy, with Will 
Smith. Edited for violence and 
language. 

9.00 Film: 21 Jump Street. (2012) 
Cops Schmidt and Jenko hated 
each other when they were at 
school together, but have grown 
up to become friends. They are 
forced to relive the horrors of their 
adolescence when their captain 
decides their youthful appearance 
makes them the perfect 
undercover agents to crack a high- 
school drug ring. Comedy inspired 
by the 1980s TV series, with 
Jonah Hill and Channing Tatum. 
Edited for language. 

11.15 Film: Dodgeball: ATrue 
Underdog Story. (2004) The 
struggling owner of a run-down 
gym tries to save his business by 
forming a team for the US 
dodgeball championships. 
Sporting comedy, starring Ben 
Stiller and Vince Vaughn. 

1.05 SuperCasino. 3.10 The Gadget 
Show. (R) 4.00 House Doctor. (R) 4.25 
Make It Big. (R) 5.15 Angels of Jarm. (R) 

5.40 Roary the Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 The Voice UK 9.00 Russell Howard’s 
Good News 10.00 1 Survived a Zombie 
Apocalypse 11.00 Family Guy 11.45 
American Dad! 12.05 Family Guy 12.301 
Survived a Zombie Apocalypse 1.30 Uncle 
2.00 South Side Story 2.30 Sexy Beasts 
BBC Four 

7.00 The Great War 7.40 New Forest Badgers 
7.50 Dancing Cranes of Sweden 8.00 Royal 
Television Society Huw Wheldon Memorial 
Lecture: Public Service Broadcasting - A 
House of Cards? 8.45 Wild Scotland 9.00 A 
Wolf Called Storm: Natural World Special 
10.00 Storyville: India’s Daughter 11.00 Film: 
Bright Days Ahead (2013) 12.30 Boy George 
and Culture Club: Karma to Calamity 1.30 Nile 
Rodgers: The Hitmaker 2.30 The New 
Romantics - A Fine Romance 3.20 Sounds of 
the Eighties 3.50 Close 
ITV2 

11.30 Take Me Out 1.00 Take Me Out - The 
Gossip 2.00 You’ve Been Framed! 2.30 
Scorpion 3.25 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway 4.50 Film: The Smurfs (2011) 6.55 
Film: Freaky Friday (2003) 9.00 Ibiza 
Weekender 10.00 The Keith Lemon Sketch 
Show 10.30 Film: American Pie Presents: 

The Naked Mile (2006) 12.40 Mom 1.30 
Crazy Beaches 1.55 Life’s Funniest Moments 
2.15 Teleshopping 5.45 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.20 Rosemary & Thyme 12.20 A Touch of 
Frost 2.30 Jane Eyre 4.40 Agatha Christie’s 
Marple 6.45 Inspector Morse 9.00 Sunday 
Night at the Palladium 10.00 Birds of a 
Feather 10.30 City Lights 11.35 Film: Chaplin 
(1992) 2.20 Perspectives: David Suchet— 
People I Have Shot 3.10 Judge Judy 3.30 
ITV3 Nightscreen 3.40 Emmerdale 
ITV4 

12.45 Live Darts: UK Open. 5.00 Storage 
Wars 6.00 The Big Fish Off 7.00 Live Darts: 
UK Open. 11.00 Cricket World Cup Highlights 
12.00 Brian Lara: Sports Life Stories 1.00 
River Monsters: Untold Stories 2.00 Hell on 
Wheels 2.55 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 
E4 

12.30 Revenge 1.30 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD 2.30 The 100 3.30 Brooklyn Nine- 
Nine 4.00 The Big Bang Theory 6.30 Film: 
Iron Man (2008) 9.00 Troy 10.00 Rude Tube 
11.05 The Big Bang Theory 11.35 Tattoos 
After Dark 12.35 Taking New York 1.40 2 
Broke Girls 2.05 Rules of Engagement 2.50 
One Tree Hill 3.30 Hollyoaks 

Film4 

11.00 Brief Encounter (1945) 1.00 Step Up 3 
(2010) 3.20 Jumper (2008) 5.05 Porridge 
(1979) 6.55 Playing for Keeps (2012) 9.00 
The Adjustment Bureau (2011) 11.05 The 
Fourth Kind (2009) 1.05 Kelly + Victor (2012) 



Rail inclusive breaks - Two or three days 

Departures most weekends 


Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Selected weekend departures 


Saturday Night from £139." 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £149." 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London 
for shopping and sightseeing. 

For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner option see the matinee 
performance before heading to the hotel for an evening meal. The 
Saturday Night option includes a ticket for the show to see an 
evening performance. 

Both breaks include a theatre ticket, overnight stay in a four-star 
outer London hotel plus full English breakfast. 

Pick-up points offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall 
and Wolverhampton. 

*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. 
Single rooms subject to availability - supplements apply. 

Organised by Omega Events Ltd (ABTA Y590X) 


Saturday Night Theatre from £159." 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend 
break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels and your 
ticket is for a Saturday evening performance. 


Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs 
Saturday morning/early afternoon from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the 
Sunday afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for 
shopping and sightseeing. 


Theatre Showstopper from £229." 

This popular theatre package to the West End departs from 
Birmingham New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or 
Wolverhampton on the Friday morning returning on the Sunday 
afternoon/early evening. 


Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade plus 
two nights stay at a four-star London hotel of your choice (hotel 
supplements may apply). Includes a top priced ticket for a 
Friday evening performance. 


London Theatre Breaks 


Choose your show, price band* and how you want to travel 



For a theatre brochure please call the promotions team on (01902) 319999 
(Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 


























FILM CHOICES 


PICK OF THE WEEK 
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MONDAY 

The Fugitive, Channel 5,11pm 

A doctor is convicted of his wife’s murder and forced to 
go on the run to prove his innocence - but his efforts to 
find the mysterious one-armed man he believes is the 
real killer are hampered by a tenacious US marshal. 
Thriller, starring Harrison Ford, an Oscar-winning 
Tommy Lee Jones, Sela Ward, Julianne Moore and Joe 
Pantoliano. (1993) 


TUESDAY 

Hollywoodland, BBC1,11.40pm 

Fact-based mystery focusing on the life and sudden 
death of actor George Reeves, famed for his role as 
Superman in the 1950s TV series. The story is told in 
flashback through the eyes of a private investigator 
hired by Reeves’ mother to unearth the truth 
surrounding his mysterious fate. Starring Ben Affleck, 
Adrien Brody, Diane Lane and Bob Hoskins. (2006) 


WEDNESDAY 
Shifty, BBC1,12.25am 

London cocaine dealer Shifty finds his outlook 
transformed by the return of his best friend Chris after 
four years away. As the pair spend the day together, 
Shifty struggles to deal with a persistent addict and a 
rival with a score to settle, while at the same time 
confronting the bleak future he finds himself facing. 
Drama, starring Riz Ahmed, Daniel Mays and Jason 
Flemyng. (2008) 
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The Fugitive, Monday, Channel 5,11pm 


FRIDAY 

Kick-Ass, Channel 4,10pm 

A teenage comic-book fan sets out to become a real-life 
superhero. His amateur crime-fighting exploits make 
him a media sensation, but he is soon in over his head 
as he encounters a sadistic gangster and a father- 
daughter vigilante team with a far more lethal approach 
to cleaning up the streets. Comic-book action comedy, 
with Aaron Taylor-Johnson, Chloe Grace Moretz and 
Nicolas Cage. (2010) 


10,000 BC, ITV, 11.40pm 

In prehistoric times, a young mammoth-hunter bravely 
combats ferocious creatures as he journeys across the 
wilderness to rescue his captive lover and her fellow 
villagers from brutal slave raiders. Roland Emmerich’s 
fantasy adventure, starring Steven Strait, Camilla Belle, 
Cliff Curtis and Joel Virgel. (2008) 


Term-time is over as 
drama bids farewell 


T hat’s all folks - Waterloo 
Road is closing its doors for 
good. Almost a grown-up 
version of the much-missed Grange 
Hill, this drama was originally 
commissioned for just a handful of 
episodes way back in 2006, and yet 
here we are, saying our fond 
farewells just short of 10 years 
down the line. 


But those years haven’t been 
without drama. We’ve seen 
teachers and pupils come and 
go, giving show bosses the 
chance to tackle a range of issues 
affecting young people today, and 
there’s even been a relocation 
amidst all that, from Rochdale to 
Greenock. 


quickly bring to mind some of her 
most memorable scenes from the 
series. ‘Two in particular stand out 
for me,” she explains. “Episode 13 in 
series 8 when Christine’s 
ex-husband turns up and the 
revelations of her really dark past 
come out, and episode 19 of series 
9 when she quite spectacularly falls 
off the wagon and has a meltdown 
at the school. Both episodes were 
really challenging and all- 
consuming but I think it’s been the 
best work I’ve ever done.” 


Well... it’s probably safe to say the 
actress won’t be left twiddling her 
thumbs and short of work. 


Original cast members Jason 
Merrells, Angela Griffin and Jamie 
Glover are long gone, but Laurie 
Brett, who plays Christine Mulgrew, 
is now one of the current cast’s 
longest-serving members. 

It’s been a particularly busy 
couple of months for her, what with 
the live EastEnders episodes 
celebrating the soap’s 30th 
anniversary in addition to Waterloo 
coming to an end, but she can 


Asked why she thinks the show 
has done so well for all these years, 
she says: “It’s one of the few shows 
that a whole family including 
grandparents, parents and kids can 
find appealing enough to sit down 
and watch together. And it gives 
them an inroad to then talk about 
really topical issues and it’s very 
rare to find a TV programme that 
allows that.” 


As the series wraps up, the 
school pulls out all the stops in a 
desperate bid to halt the merger 
with Havelock High, and with no 
Vaughan, the students take matters 
into their own hands and try to 
uncover the council’s real plans, 
after discovering it’s been less than 
transparent before now. But with the 
council and its supporters out in 
force to convince the community 
and parents that the merger is the 
best outcome for everyone, who will 
win? 


Meanwhile, Marco has suspicions 
about Lorna’s ex-husband. However, 
his meddling only serves to land 
him and Kenzie in a dangerous 
situation. 


Brett adds: “I will really miss 
Christine, I have adored playing her. 
In five years’ time, she’ll be on a 
gorgeous beach with George 
Windsor, sipping non-alcoholic 
cocktails.” 


Speaking of Kenzie, she has a 
decision to make - who will finally 
win her heart, Scott or Justin? 


Neil Pearson, Stefano Braschi, 
Lorna Aikman and Charlotte 
Beaumont are among the top- 
drawer cast starring alongside 
Laurie Brett. 



Waterloo Road, Monday, BBC1,11.15pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 
10,000 BC 
Channel 5,10pm 

Not to be confused with Roland Emmerich’s pre¬ 
historic namesake epic, this spin on the Big Brother 
formula was inevitable at some point. Take a bunch of 
eclectic strangers, dress them like extras from 
Hammer classic One Million Years BC, and film them 
as they attempt to survive in the wild, without Wi-fi or 
take-out. In the final episode, there are just six days to 
go. Following Paul’s departure from the experiment 
and Mike ill in the medic tent with possible liver 
damage, four people remain in camp. New leader Mel 
is working harder than ever in Mike’s absence, and is 
concerned that she will be the next one to crack. Alas, 
things go from bad to worse when a sudden frost 
leaves foraging impossible. 


round, before one goes home and the rest cook 
dinner for a trio of former MasterChef champions. 


TUESDAY 
MasterChef 
BBC1,9pm 

New series. John Torode and Gregg Wallace return to 
put more keen cooks to the test. The first five hopefuls 
cegin by serving up their Calling Card, a dish that 
showcases their talent - and this year, it carries a 
prize as the judges’ two favourites will sail through to 
the third round. Then it’s new challenge the 
Reinvention Test, in which they create a new plate of 
food based on their main ingredient from the first 


Nurse 

BBC2,10pm 

If you note Paul Whitehouse’s name in a new comedy, 
the chances are you’re going to pay a certain degree 
of attention - and, rest assured, you won’t be 
disappointed here. He stars in this comedy, adapted 
by David Cummings and himself from their Radio 4 
series of the same name, about a community 
psychiatric nurse on her rounds as she visits her 
patients in their homes. The comic explains: “Nurse is 
a project close to my heart, it’s an opportunity to 
explore issues and characters at a deeper level, 
while trying to find humour and hope in 
difficult situations.” Esther Coles stars as Liz, 11 
the nurse, while Whitehouse takes on roles , 

including an agoraphobic and a soldier ! • • ) 
with post-traumatic stress disorder. 


following life in a busy A&E department - where 
matters of life and death are a daily constant. This 
week, the staff help Nikki, 50, and her mum Angela, 
68, after they are involved in a serious road traffic 
accident, leaving both of them with several complex 
injuries. Meanwhile, 53-year-old Ellen arrives at the 
unit after falling over in a shop and injuring her elbow, 
^and seven-year-old Jack is rushed to hospital 
k after suffering an open fracture to his arm 
\and a blow to the head as a result of an 
1 accident at a wedding. 


Mackichan and Greg James give the centre the kiss 
of life it so desperately needs? 


WEDNESDAY 
24 Hours in A&E 
Channel 4,9pm 

For most of us, a hard day at the office 
includes little more than one’s email playing 
up and the coffee machine running out of 

cups. So spare a thought for the _ 

people featured in this series, 



1' THURSDAY 

Comic Relief: Operation Health 
| BBC1,9pm 

r' , As part of this year’s Comic 
- / Relief, Lenny Henry leads a 

team of celebrities on a mission 

) to rebuild a decrepit rural 
health centre in Uganda. What 
they find are semi-derelict 
buildings with no running 
water, no electricity and an 
infestation of rats and other 
k vermin. As a result, many patients 
j are too scared to stay the night. Can 
t Dermot O’Leary, John Bishop, 
i Richard Hammond, Steve 

I Backshall, Doon 


FRIDAY 

Comic Relief - Face the Funny 
BBC1,7pm 

Red Nose Day returns with an evening of 
entertainment to raise money for disadvantaged 
people in the UK and Africa, and this year the fun 
comes live from the London Palladium. Lenny Henry 
and Davina McCall kick off the first hour of laughs, 
which includes Rowan Atkinson in a new Mr Bean 
sketch. At 8pm, David Walliams joins Davina as 
co-host, and from 9pm, Davina and John Bishop 
present a brand new Little Britain sketch. 


Bear Grylls: Mission Survive, Friday, ITV, 9pm 


Bear Grylls: Mission Survive 
ITV, 9pm 

As the remaining six celebrities pass the halfway point 
of the 12-day mission, they are starting to toughen up, 
but with one suffering from mosquito bites and 
another requiring treatment for trench foot, life in the 
jungle is beginning to take its toll. Arriving at a two- 
mile cave system, the contestants have to eat 
tarantulas’ legs for breakfast, before using their rope 
skills to navigate the tight spaces and waterfall 
descents ahead, keeping a lookout for snakes, bats - 
and their dinner, a fresh pig carcass that Bear has 
hidden somewhere in the cave. 


| FIREPLACE 

FACTORY DIRECT 

YOU CAN NOW ORDER ONLINE 



yOnly £499 j y Only £599J ( From £499 

Cut Out the Middle Man a Buy Direct 


Open Mon-Fri 8am - 4pm Saturday 8am - 2pm 


Unit 12, Parkrose Industrial Estate, Middlemore Road B66 2DZ 

01^55882651 

CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK fireplacefactorydirect 
www.fireplacefactorydirect.co.uk 
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USE YOUR LOFT! 


Bison 


Loft Ladders 



Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in the 
loft* 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• : Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• : Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 
carpets and wooden floors. 


: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 


All major credit cards accepted 


theloft^stairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 3891281 
or from a mobile 01743 761499 



WASHING MACHINES 

FROM £139 


I1M I 

cm? 




REFRIGERATIONlSALElMOW/ ONl 
ENDj SOON!! !^ 

■ur^ersi from £99 

^Vacuums from £39 n 
Spinners from “““ ~ 

iFriday 9am - 5pm • Saturday 9.30am - 5pm 


SALES - SPARES - REPAIRS 


A.A. DOMESTICS 

DOMESTIC APPLIANCES 

14 Hagley Road, Halesowen 
West Midlands B63 4RG 
Email: aadomestics22@yahoo.com 
S® Tel: 01384 413590 / 07981 398758 Er 
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BRAIN GYM No.315 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


o 

2 

R 

3 

F 

S 

5 

6 

V 

7 

G 

8 

X 

9 

M 

10 

p 

11 

Q 

12 

u 

13 

N 

14 

D 

15 

A 

16 

E 

17 

z 

18 

Y 

19 
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20 

w 

21 

T 

22 

L 

23 

J 

24 

K 

25 

H 
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3 

16 

4 
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5 

o 

18 

6 

19 

R 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 



Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

7. Odd description of 
something rough 
( 6 ) 

8. Not French appar¬ 
ently, but it could 
be (6) 

10. At length speaks of 
details (7) 

11. Admit defeat and 
throw it in (5) 

12. Has wrongly won a 
point (4) 

13. New bread out of 
its wrapping (5) 

17. Pronounce as 
absolute (5) 

18. It becomes in¬ 
flamed by the lash 
(4) 

22. Raffle a number, in 
a manner of speak¬ 
ing (5) 

23. Never finishing, due 
to lack of time? (7) 

24. This boat may be 
tied up (6) 

25. Figure it’s all round 
( 6 ) 


Down 

1. Open exit (7) 

2. He has a fish for 
curing (7) 

3. Likely to snap under 
pressure (5) 

4. Stories about raids 
(7) 

5. Opinions wives ex¬ 
pressed differently 
(5) 

6. Be quiet with a beer 
or a mineral (5) 

9. Property convey¬ 
ance? (6,3) 

14. Studio that is later 
converted (7) 

15. Soaked in the deep¬ 
est concoction (7) 

16. Lead on? (7) 

19. Choose to make a 
fuss over physical 
exercise (5) 

20. A month in advance 
(5) 

21. Large quantities out 
of shape (5) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

Down 

7. Foreign (6) 

1. Quell (7) 

8. Fold (6) 

2. Contend (7) 

10. Full (7) 

3. Tendon (5) 

11. Cast (5) 

4. Introduction (7) 

12. Location (4) 

5. Swift (5) 

13. Tranquillity (5) 

6. Edge (5) 

17. Commonplace (5) 

9. Faulty (9) 

14. Liberty (7) 

18. Rip (4) 

15. Enthusiast (7) 

22. Stir (5) 

16. Give (7) 

23. Sundry (7) 

19. Surly (5) 

24. Comrade (6) 

20. Hector (5) 

25. Hide (6) 

21. Cost (5) 
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Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Cadet; 4 Stirrup; 8 Outfits; 
9 Slice; 10 Shop; 11 Terriers; 13 Chit; 14 Knot; 
16 Penchant; 17 Brag; 20 Shrug; 21 Allegro; 22 
Silence; 23 Put up. Down: 1 Cross purposes; 2 
Ditto; 3 Trim; 4 System; 5 Insuring; 6 Raiment; 

7 Pressure group; 12 Michigan; 13 Control; 15 
Inmate; 18 Right; 19 Clap. QUICK - Across: 1 
Obese; 4 Benefit; 8 Trivial; 9 Clear; 10 Fate; 11 
Crotchet; 13 Deep; 14 Very; 16 Impaired; 17 
Idea; 20 Naive; 21 Curtail; 22 Elector; 23 Glass. 
Down: 1 Out of patience; 2 Exist; 3 Evil; 4 Belfry; 
5 Niceties; 6 Freshly; 7 Turn the tables; 12 Sedi¬ 
ment; 13 Deprive; 15 Fencer; 18 Drama; 19 Prig. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1. What is kerosene called in the UK? 

2. Who ranks immediately below Lord 
Chief Justice? 

3. In which Australian city was Prince 
Charles rushed by David Kang? 

4. How is paralysis agitans otherwise 
known? 

5. Which US secret society was formed in 
1866? 

6. How is the rose bay shrub otherwise 


known? 

In which religion is nirvana the 
attainment of perfect serenity? 

Which two countries share the Pindus 
Mountains? 

Which English writer’s first novel was 
Crome Yellow? 

. Of which great orchestra was James 
Galway a member from 1969-75? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Jimmy Carter; 2 Tottenham 
Hotspur; 3 Parsifal; 4 Cribbage; 5 John 
Gummer; 6 F R Leavis; 7 Speed skating; 8 
DNA; 9 Flamenco; 10 Southern Cross. 
Niner: PARCHMENT 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

639 gives an animal, 

53124 gives a snake, 

23178 gives a bird. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
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CHRONICLE 


Create a unique personalised gift 

If you’ve recently appeared in the Chronicle, 
why not order a copy of your photo? 

You could even turn your image into a canvass print, mug, 
glass coaster, jigsaw puzzle, mousemat and more! 


View and order online at: photosforsale.expressandstar.com 
or call: (01902) 319444 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm) 




TRANSFORM THE LOOK OF 
YOUR HOME AND CUT YOUR 
_ENERGY BILLS! ESMfl 


From 

This... 


Government Cashback Offer up to £ 4 , 100 ! 


Hurry whilst 
Mack 0f‘ 
LASTS ! 

NV EXAMPLECOSTS: 


(End terrace/ semi house 80m 2 ) 
Normal Cost - £8100 
Cashback - £4100 




W:ri mupt o £46 0perye a r 
IgHelps Prevent Condensation 

I ^ PmesAppeara coe of Building 
M 2 Syear SWiGA Guarantee 

^^°y apa ^rne.o.ners 

reenDea! Finance Available 



FORA NO OBLIGATION SURVEY AND QUOTE 

Call us free on 0800 107 3847 
www.sealinsulation.co.uk 






















































































































PROPERTY 


Opportunity to buy a 
penthouse apartment 



THIS unique penthouse 
apartment within a peri¬ 
od conversion in Malt Mill 
Lane, Halesowen, is for sale 
through Robert Oulsnam at 
£174,950 with no upward 
chain. 

It has an entrance hallway, an open 
plan lounge, kitchen and dining area, a 
bathroom, bedroom one with a walk-in 
wardrobe/dressing area and a further 
bedroom with a walk-in wardrobe/ 
dressing area. There are night storage 
heaters and hot water is provided by a 
system within the bathroom. Contact 
Robert Oulsnam on 0121 4299986 or 
visit www.oulsnam.net website. 




Victorian end of terrace 
has plenty of potential 



A SPACIOUS and attrac¬ 
tive Victorian end of terrace 
four-bedroomed home in Ea¬ 
gle Street, Penn Fields, Wol¬ 
verhampton, has tremendous 
potential for other uses. It is 
for sale through Jackson Lile 
& Close at £190,000. 

It has a porch, reception hall, 
two living rooms, rear inner hall, 
cellar, breakfast kitchen with an 
oven, separate hob, canopy and 
wood-effect ceramic floor tiling, a 
rear lobby and ground floor bath¬ 
room. 

There are four first floor bedrooms 
and a shower room and a courtyard 
garden, kitchen gardens, large garage, 
utility/store and WC. 

For further information contact 
Jackson Lile & Close on 01902 712812 
or visit www.jacksonlileandclose.co.uk 



Hicks Hadley 


hickshadley.com 

0121 585 6667 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



HALESOWEN, Newton Court£725 pcm+Fees 

A recently converted 3 bedroom ground floor apartment 
finished to an extremely high standard and centrally located 
with commuter links to Halesowen and Birmingham. Featuring 
2 double bedrooms, both with fitted wardrobes, 2 bathrooms, 1 
single bedroom, 2 extra rooms downstairs, secondary glazing 
throuahou^llocate^artdn^/iewing^commende^PCX 


HALESOWEN, Melbourne Road£675 pcm+Fees 

Within walking distance to Halesowen, is this 3 story town 
house. Well worth an inspection inside and set within a quiet 
cul-de-sac, comprising of: 3 bedrooms, large fitted dining 
kitchen, very large lounge, downstairs wc, house bathroom with 
shower, double glazing, gas central heating, off road parking for 
2 cars^n^arage^los^^oca^chool^n^olleg^PC^ 


ROWLEY REGIS, Fairbourne Avenue£675 pcm+Fees 
Perfect for a family and close to the M5. A large Mucklow Style 
detached home which is available now, close to local shops and 
bus routes. Featuring 2 double bedrooms with fitted wardrobes 
and 1 large single bedroom, 2 good size lounges, large 
kitchen, downstairs wc, shower room, gas central heating, 
neyoti^owsJiug^ayar^enJnvewa^n^arag^PC^ 



HALESOWEN, Sunbury Road£650 pcm+Fees 

Set in a quiet cul-de-sac and in the catchment area for 
Windsor High School. Featuring 3 bedrooms, 1 large lounge, 
dining area, modern kitchen, downstairs bathroom with 
shower, low maintenance rear garden, driveway parking. 
EPC: TBC 


HALESOWEN, Downing Street£650 pcm+Fees 

Most delightfully improved semi detached home in popular 
location, with gas radiator heating and double glazing, internal 
inspection essential. Comprising: Porch, hall, large lounge, 
modern fitted kitchen,utility, 3 good bedrooms with further 
loft room, super re-fitted bathroom, large pleasant gardens. 



BARTLEY GREEN, Lapal Manor Court£595 pcm+Fees 
Unfurnished 1st floor modern luxury apartment. Gas central 
heating, large open plan living room/fitted kitchen. 2 double 
bedrooms, bathroom with shower. Secure electronic gated 
propert^AntMlocatec^jarkinc^PC^^^^^^^^ 



CRADLEY HEATH, Meadow Walk£550 pcm+Fees 

Modern semi detached house within a popular residential 
area featuring gas central heating, spacious living room, 
modern fitted kitchen, downstairs house bathroom, 3 good 
size bedrooms, large rear garden, driveway parking for 2 cars. 
Availabl^mmediatel^PC^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ M 


HALESOWEN, Mount Street£550 pcm+Fees 

An immaculate semi detached house within minutes of 
Halesowen Town Centre. Featuring gas central heating, 
spacious living room, modern fitted kitchen, 2 double 
bedrooms, house bathroom with shower, rear garden and on 
road parkinc^PC: C 


HALESOWEN, Malt Mill Lane£535 pcm+Fees 

An unfurnished mid terraced house, within walking distance 
to Blackheath Town Centre and not far from Rowley Regis 
train station, briefly comprising of: 2 reception rooms, fitted 
kitchen, downstairs shower room, 2 double bedrooms. 
Benefit^nclud^gai^aden^f^a^arkin^PC^^^ M 



DUDLEY, Lantern Road £525 pcm+Fees 

A beautifully presented mid terraced home close to local 
amenities. Featuring 2 bedrooms, modern fitter kitchen, 
spacious lounge, double glazing, gas central heating, rear 
flardej^ncyjati^rea^llocatecytartdn^PC^^^^^^^ 


HALESOWEN, Bloomfield Street North£525 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished semi detached house within walking 
distance of Newfield Park Primary, Windsor High School and 
Halesowen College. This property features 2 reception rooms, 
2 double bedrooms both with fitted wardrobes, downstairs 
bathroom with shower, upstairs shower room, fitted kitchen, 
gas centralJieating^oubl^lazin^PC^^^^^^^^^^ 


KIDDERMINSTER, Keats Place£485 pcm+Fees 

A well presented 2 bedroom ground floor flat, having 
accommodation including; hall, lounge, refitted kitchen with 
appliances, 2 bedrooms, bathroom, gas central heating,double 
glazing and cul de sac location. Virgin Broadband connection 
]s ayaNabl^wj^ntranc^^h^mgert^PC^^^ M 



TIPTON, Ferguson Drive £495 pcm+Fees 

A lovely modern ground floor part furnished apartment, briefly 
comprising of: 2 bedrooms with wardrobes, spacious lounge 
with sofas etc, fitted kitchen with appliances, bathroom with 
shower, electric storage heating, double glazing, 2 allocated 
parking spaces, communal gardens, internal viewing 
recommended. EPC: D 


TIPTON, Ferguson Drive £480 pcm+Fees 

A lovely modern 2nd floor apartment, briefly comprising of: 
2 bedrooms, spacious lounge, fitted kitchen, bathroom with 
shower, electric storage heating, double glazing, 2 allocated 
parking spaces, communal gardens, internal viewing 
recommended. EPC: C 


HALESOWEN, Belgrave Road£450 pcm+Fees 

A large ground floor modern apartment within walking 
distance to Blackheath Town Centre and local buses. 
Featuring a spacious lounge, fitted kitchen with oven/hob, 1 
double bedroom, newly fitted bathroom suite with shower. 
Gas central heating, small rear garden with private entrance. 
Available Now. EPC: TBC 



ROWLEY REGIS, The Link £425 pcm+Fees 

Located close to the M5 J2 is this quiet and spacious 
unfurnished ground floor apartment, briefly comprising of: 
electric storage heating, open plan living room/fitted kitchen 
with white goods, 1 double bedroom with built in wardrobe, 
house bathroom with shower, parking space to rear. EPC: C 



CRADLEY HEATH, Great Western Drive£385 pcm+Fees 
A very well presented 1st floor apartment in a well sought 
after location. Ideal for Old Hill Train Station, local shops and 
bus links. The apartment features a great size lounge with 
a 2 seater sofa, coffee table and bookcase, modern kitchen, 
bathroom with shower, allocated parking for 1 car, communal 
gardens to the rear. EPC: TBC 



LYE, High Street £375 pcm+Fees 

Fully refurbished in the centre of Lye. This spacious 2nd 
floor apartment features a lovely lounge, 1 double bedroom, 
bathroom, modern and contemporary kitchen/ diner, electric 
heating, double glazing, on road parking. Available now. EPC: 
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X hits the 



By David Banner_ 

Fiat has expanded its highly 
successful 500 franchise in the 
shape of the dinky 500X SUV. 

The Fiat 500X joins the crossover 
fray, offering a neat and stylish ex¬ 
tension of the 500 franchise. With a 
choice of front or all-wheel drive, some 
modern diesel and petrol engines and 
some aggressive pricing, this one’s 
going to be extremely popular. 

The front-wheel drive models will doubt¬ 
less prove more popular with British buy¬ 
ers who are about as likely to take the 500X 
off-roading as they are to send it round the 
Nurburgring. 

You’ll need to pay attention to the badg- 
ing. 

A 500X Cross Plus has all-wheel drive 
but a 500X Cross merely looks as if it does. 
This being Fiat, we get a range of excellent 
engines right from the get-go. 

The petrol engines comprise a 109bhp 
1.6-litre E-torQ and the more sophisticated 
138bhp 1.4-litre Turbo MultiAir2 unit. 

Go diesel and you’re looking at the 
smooth 118bhp 1.6-litre MultiJet II for front- 
wheel drive applications and the 138bhp 
2.0-litre MultiJet II if you want four-wheel 
drive, the latter being mated to a nine(!)- 
speed automatic transmission. The man¬ 
ual ‘boxes get six speeds, unless you’re 
looking at the entry-level 1.6-litre E-torQ 
transmission, which makes do with five 
ratios. 

Fiat has also developed 168bhp 1.4-li- 
tre and 184bhp 2.4 petrol powerplants for 
this car, both with the auto and all-wheel 
drive. 


The 1.6-litre diesel that will attract most 
footfall here in the UK is respectably brisk, 
getting to 62mph in 10.5 seconds, while 
delivering a 320Nm slug of torque. 

The all-wheel drive models aren’t de¬ 
signed to handle quite the same terrain 
as the related Jeep Renegade (which gets 
additional underbody strengthening), but 
there are tight approach and departure 
angles and reasonable 179mm of ground 
clearance that will help drivers tackle light 
rough terrain. That compares to 162mm 
you get on front-wheel drive models. 

The 4x4 500X models are also equipped 
with specific bumpers and protective 
skid plates to protect the bodywork and 
mechanicals from the rigours of off-road 
use. 

Original 

The 500X’s curvaceous roofline and win¬ 
dows is instantly reminiscent of the original 
Cinquecento. It’s certainly something we 
can imagine proving very popular indeed, 
and which will give its rivals plenty to worry 
about. 

There will always be resistance to any 
manufacturer that extends the scope of a 
retro reissue beyond that of the original 
car. 

People lambasted MINI for doing just 
this with cars like the Countryman and 
Paceman, but if the job is done well, the 
buying public does comes round. 

The 500X certainly looks the part and 
continues a long tradition of small all-wheel 
drive Fiats, so it’s not just a bit of a wheeze 
dreamed up by some kid in the marketing 
department with the ink still wet on his 
MBA certificate. 

The styling is neat and assured, it fills 


spot for Fiat 



‘Fiat has priced it 
aggressively, equipped it 
generously and it’s got room 
enough inside to 
fulfil that crossover remit.’ 


a genuinely useiui gap in ine range, suc¬ 

ceeding the Sedici, and the engineering 
that underpins it is all reassuringly right 
and exact. 

Fiat has priced it aggressively, equipped 
it generously and it’s got enough room in¬ 
side to fulfil that crossover remit. In other 
words it’s an extremely compelling pack¬ 
age. 

Prices start at £14,595. 


I 





Quality Used Cars At Great 


Autos • ^ 

Prices 


1 

r . 

,09/09 Mini 1.6 Cooper 

66k, Silver with Black Roof, Alloys,Air Con, CD Player 

£6495 / £32 Per Week 

3 

10/10 Ford Focus 1.6 Zetec AUTOMATIC 

3dr, 35k, Blue,Alloys,Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£5995 / £28 Per Week 


03/03 AudiTT Roadster 1.8 (150 bhp )T Convertible 
ONLY 58k MILES, Black,Alloys,Air Con, CD 

£5295 / £30 Per Week 


1 09/09 Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 SXI 

5dr, 46k, Black,Alloys,Air Con, CD 

£4495/£22 Per Week 


07/07 Ford Fusion 1.6 TDCi Plus 

Diesel, 48k, Silver, *0NLY £30 ROAD TAX* *AVERAGE 62 MPG* Alloys 

£4495 / £22 Per Week 


08/58 Fiat Panda 1.4 lOOhp 

39k,*L0W INSURANCE* Black, Alloys, Air Con,CD 

£4295 / £21 Per Week 


2007/07 Citroen Xsara Picasso l.6HDi 92hpVTX 

Diesel, 57k, Blue Metallic,Alloys,Air Con,CD, E/Windows 

£4295 / £21 Per Week 

| J 

08/08 Volkswagen Polo 1.2 E 

*0NLY 28k MILES* *L0W INSURANCE* Silver, CD 

£4195 / £20 Per Week 

tg 

08/08 Nissan Micra 1.2 16v (79bhp )Acenta+ 
3dr,48k, Grey Metallic, *L0W INSURANCE*Air Con 

£3995 / £19 Per Week 



07/57Ford Fusion 1.4 Style Climate 

151 k, Blue, *L0W INSURANCE* Air Con, CD, Climate Pack 

£3995 / £19 Per Week 

a 

07/07SuzukiSwift I.3GL 

*0NE OWNER* 47k, Burnt Orange, CD Player, E/Windows 

£3995 / £28 Per Week 

& 

05/05Honda Civic 1.6 Sport 

3dr, 83k, Grey Metallic,Alloys,Air Con, CD, E/Windows 

£3295 / £24 Per Week 

Si 

07/57 KiaPicanto l.l LS 

53k, Silver, TOW INSURANCE* *0NE OWNER* CD Player 

£2995 / £17 Per Week 

’■j- 

06/06 Chevrolet Matiz 1.0 SX 

5 dr, ONLY 22k MILES, Silver,Alloys,Air Con, E/Windows, CD 

£2295 / £18 Per Week 

m 

04/54 Vauxhall Meriva 1.6 Energy 

5dr, 74k, Black,Alloys,Air Con, CD 

£2195 / £17 Per Week 


04 /54 Ford Streetka 1.6 Luxury Convertible 

57k, Blue, Leather,Alloys,Air Con, CD 

£1995 / £13 Per Week 


02/52 Rover 75 2.5V6 Connoisseur 

52k, Burgundy, 2 Owners, Leather, Alloys, Electric Pack 

£1995 / £19 Per Week 


03/03 MG ZS+ 1.8 Stepspeed AUTOMATIC 

65k, Green, Alloys, Half Leather, Park Sensors 

£1695 / £15 Per Week 


Finance example: Nissan Micra 1.216v (79bhp) Acenta+ 3dr, Cash Price £3995, Deposit £300, Amount of credit £4695, Fixed interest rate 6.25% Flat rate, 11.8% 
APR, 60 Payments of £80.83 (£18.66 per week) Total amount payable £5149.80 (Excludes £150 Document fee and £150 Completion fee, Subject to status) 


I 


FINANCE AVAILABLE • PART EXCHANGE 
WARRANTIES AVAILABLE • WE BUY CARS 


1 CROSS STREET, HALESOWEN B63 4RT 

Tel: 0121 501 3840 

www.halesowenautos.co.uk 









DRIVING EXPERIENCE - COST OF OWNERSHIP - DESIGN & BUILD - RANGE 

• • 

expressandstar.com/drivetime 
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Hot-hatch 
icon reborn 
in race car 
for the road 

Commercial feature 


After a five year wait, 2015 sees the arrival 
of the world’s keenly anticipated hot hatch, 
the Honda Civic Type R. Billed as a ‘race car 
for the road’, the all-new Civic Type R will set 
new standards in the high-performance front- 
wheel drive hatchback segment. 

The production version of Honda’s latest hot hatch 
icon was revealed for the first time at the 85th Geneva 
Motor this week. 

Type R vehicles have garnered a cult following around the 
world and the new model more than lives up to the high ex¬ 
pectations. A world-first application of Honda’s new 2.0-litre 
VTEC TURBO engine, aggressive function-led styling, and 
pioneering new chassis technologies combine to deliver 
one of the most immersive and rewarding driving experienc¬ 
es available in any sector. 

The new 2015 Civic Type R will be powered by the most 
extreme and high-performing engine in the 22-year history 
of the red ‘H’ badge, signalling the start of a new perfor¬ 
mance era for the Honda brand. 

At the heart of the Civic Type R is an all-new, direct-inject¬ 
ed turbocharged 2.0 litre VTec Turbo petrol engine, which 
delivers power, torque and performance figures unmatched 
in the front-wheel drive hot hatch segment. Peak power 
output is 31 OPS at 6,500rpm, and peak torque is 400Nm at 
2,500rpm - both higher than for any previous Honda Type 
R model. 

Red-lining at 7,000rpm, the engine - part of Honda’s 
next-generation Earth Dreams Technology series - features 
an advanced new turbocharger with VTec technology that 
boosts low-end torque and delivers sustained acceleration. 

The Civic Type R’s blistering performance is unmatched 
in the front-wheel drive hot hatch segment: the 0-to-1 OOkm/h 
(62 mph) sprint is covered in just 5.7 seconds - making it the 
fastest accelerating performance front-wheel drive hatch¬ 
back - and top speed, where permitted, is a class-leading 
270km/h (167 mph). 


Rewarding 

The new engine is mated to a slick-shifting six-speed 
manual transmission, safeguarding an intimate, reward¬ 
ing connection with the drivetrain, and power is directed 
through the front wheels. 

The styling changes that are unique to the Civic Type R 
give the car an aggressive, purposeful stance, yet almost 
all have a functional purpose. The sleek and aerodynami- 
cally-efficient design reflects a car developed to perform at 
speed. The focus on aerodynamics has ensured high-speed 
stability and high levels of downforce. 

To achieve this aim, the Civic Type R was subject to ex¬ 
haustive aerodynamic analysis, testing and development. 
The development team tirelessly pursued its objectives 
through computer-based CFD modelling and wind tunnel 
testing at Honda’s dedicated automotive motorsports facili¬ 
ty in Sakura, Japan; home of Honda’s Formula One engine 
development. 

A new, almost completely flat underside aids airflow un¬ 
der the vehicle and combines with a rear diffuser to optimise 
downforce - effectively ‘sucking’ the car onto the road. 

The rear wing has been reimagined from the Type R 
Concept. The structure of the airfoil - its angle, height and 
shape as well as its vertical end plates - have been care¬ 
fully engineered to optimise downforce without causing a 
significant increase in drag at higher speeds. This helps im¬ 
prove road-holding abilities, particularly through high-speed 
corners. 

A wide front splitter and deep side skirts also manage air¬ 
flow and reduce lift, while the front bumper has been shaped 
specifically to inhibit air turbulence around the front wheels, 
enhancing high-speed stability and reducing lift forces. 

To help the driver manage the Type R’s power, the car is 
equipped with a high performance Brembo brake package, 
developed specifically for the car. A number of innovative 
new suspension systems, unique to the Type R, have been 
introduced to produce rewarding handling characteristics 
and to maximise power transfer to the road. 

The new Civic Type R will mark the debut of the new 
‘ + R’ button that increases the response of various chassis 
and drivetrain systems. The result is an even more intense 
driving experience, ideal for the track and for the genuine 
sports-driving enthusiast. 

When +R mode is activated, engine responsiveness is 
heightened, with torque-mapping changed to a more ag¬ 
gressive and performance-focused setting. Steering re¬ 
ceives reduced power assistance and is therefore more re¬ 
sponsive to driver inputs, and basic damping force from the 
new four-point Adaptive Damper System is increased by 30 
per cent. This means the behaviour of the car is firmer and 
more agile for high-performance handling. 

The all-new Honda Civic Type R will go on sale across 
Europe from this summer. Full vehicle specifications will be 
announced in due course. 



SCOOP PURCHASE 




Civic 1.6 Diesel SE Plus 

14/14 Reg, £0 road tax, up to 78 mpg, rear 
parking camera, climate control, Bluetooth®. 
From 8,000 miles with FREE DAB Radio 
Upgrade (upgrade worth £600 when new). 


CIVIC 



ONLY £ 14.444 


COST NEW £23,060 SAVE £8,616 


8 ONLY 


Jazz 1.4 ES Plus Auto 

14/14 Reg. From 8,000 miles, 16" alloy 
wheels, cruise control, climate control, 
tinted windows, magic seats. 



COST NEW £16,445 SAVE £5,746 


11 ONLY 


All cars come with balance of manufacturer guarantee • 3 years FREE SERVICING when taken with low rate Honda PCP 


When they’ve gone...they’ve gone! 


BRINDLEY GARAGES www.brindley.co.uk 


Brindley Cannock 

Walsall Road 
CannockWSI I 0JP 

01543 406608 


Brindley Halesowen 

124 Dudley Road 
Halesowen B63 3NS 

0121 696 4745 


Brindley West Bromwich 

Millennium Park, Swan Lane 
West Bromwich B70 0NR 

0121 629 0989 


Brindley Wolverhampton 

West Street, off Stafford Road 
Wolverhampton WV10 6HT 

01902 690600 
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oakgarage.co.uk | 





Specialists In One Owner, Low Mileage, 
Full Service History, Ex Motability Vehicles 


.co.uk 




Our Low Mileage Selection 

Gr Modus 1.6 Dynamique Blue Only 1771 Miles 
Mazda2 1.5 TS2 Auto Silver 3k Only 3000 Miles 
Zafira 1.6 Exclusiv Bronze Only 3000 Miles 
C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS Silver Only 4000 Miles 
C3 1.6 Exclusive Auto Red Only 5000 Miles 
Note 1.6 N-Tec+ Auto Blue Only 6000 Miles 
Verso 1.6 V-Matic T2 7 Seats Blue Only 8000 Miles 
C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Blue Only 8000 Miles 
Note 1.6 N-Tec Auto Silver Only 9000 Miles 
Suzuki Swift 1.2 SZ2 Grey Only 9000 Miles 
C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS Red Only 10000 Miles 
C4 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Silver Only 10000 Miles 
Micra 1.2 Acenta Silver Only 10000 Miles 
C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI Exclusive Red Only 11000 Miles 
Gr Modus 1.5 DCI Dynamique Silver Only 11000 Miles 
Mini One 1.6 Orange Only 12000 Miles 



Renault 



61 

Gr Modus 1.6 Dynamique Auto Blue 15k 

£5,995 


61 

Gr Modus 1.6 Dynamique Auto Ice Blue 24k 

£5,995 

£5,995 

11 

Gr Scenic 1.5 DCI Exp Auto Stone 22k 

£7,995 

£8,495 

60 

Kangoo 1.6 Wheel/Chair Access Auto Red 15k 

£8,995 

£9,995 

57 

Scenic 1.6 Dynamique Black 39k 

£3,495 

£11,295 

Vauxhall 


£6,995 

08 

Astra 1.6 Twin Top Red 

£3,695 

£8,795 

05 

Corsa 1.2 Life Silver 31k 

£2,995 

£8,795 

12 

Corsa 1.4 SE Auto Silver 13k 

£7,995 

£7,995 

63 

Corsa 1.4 SE Black 16k 

£8,795 

£7,995 

61 

Meriva 1.7 CDTI 130 SE White 16k 

£7,495 

£7,495 

11 

Meriva 1.7 CDTI Exc Auto Blue 25k 

£6,295 

£10,495 

Other 


£12,995 

57 

Dodge Caliber 2.0 SX CVT Auto Red 73k 

£3,995 

£6,295 

60 

Lotus Evora 4 3.5 V6 +2 Silver 30k 

£30,495 

£7,995 

10 

Mitsubishi Colt 1.3 CZ2 Auto Silver 35k 

£4,795 

£6,995 

05 

VW Polo 1.4 Twist 3dr Silver 52k 

£2,995 

£8,795] 

1 r 




Citroen 


59 

C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI Exclusive Red 43k 

£6,795 

60 

C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Black 38k 

£6,995 

61 

DS3 1.6 DStyle Auto Blue 15k 

£8,995 

61 

C4 G Picasso 1.6HDi VTR+ EGS Silver 21k 

£10,495 

61 

C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS Red 27k 

£9,995 

08 

C4 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Red 39k 

£5,995 

57 

C4 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ EGS Blue 52k 

£5,295 

Ford 


12 

Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Silver 18k 

£7,995 

60 

Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Red 22k 

£7,495 

10 

Fiesta 1.6 Titanium Red 41k 

£7,495 

Nissan 


61 

Juke 1.6 Acenta Red 19k 

£9,795 

06 

Micra 1.2 S Auto Silver 71k 

£2,795 

13 

Note 1.4 N-Tec+ Red 15k 

£8,995 

08 

Note 1.6 Acenta R Auto Red 26k 

£4,795 

61 

Qashqai 1.5 DCI Acenta Red 24k 

£10,995 

Peugeot 


10 

Partner 1.4 Wh/Chair Access Silver 14k 

£5,995 

61 

207 1.4 HDI Active 3dr Silver 20k 

£6,795 

61 

308 1.6 HDI Access Vapour Grey 22k 

£8,995 

59 

308 1.6 GT Coupe Cab Blue 25k 

£8,995 

11 

3008 1.6 HDI Sport EGC Grey 24k 

£8,495 


Specialists In One Owner, Low Mileage, 
Full Service History, Ex Motability Vehicles 


, You Can 
Drive Away 
From 

£150 Per Month 

Personal Contract Plan 

8.5% APR 

Representative 







Ar 

Air Con 
Alloy Wheels 
Cruise Control 
Rear Parking Sensors 


Only £100 Cash Deposit 

Representative Example, C4 G Picasso A061 JBX, Cash Price £9995 Cash Deposit £100, P IX £1422.73 
Total Deposit £1522.73. Balance £8472.27. Acceptance Fee £199, Option To Purchase Fee £199, 

48 Payments Of £150Followed By One Final Payment Of £3081.25. APR 8.5% Representative. 



Next 
Keep Able 


■ 

♦ 


Merry Hill 


Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www.oakgarage .co. u k 

Unit I , Sterling Park, Brierley Hill Dy5 ITB 

Tel: 01384 75097 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: I I -4 


All about 
high-end 
luxury as 
old and new 
combine 

By Matt Kimberley 


There’s a new guy in town with an old name, 
one that might just ruffle a few feathers at 
British favourites Bentley and Rolls-Royce. 

The Maybach name is back, and this time it 
means business. The old standalone Maybach was 
flawed from the very beginning, built as it was on a 
platform old enough to have been shared with the 
Ark. But what you see here isn’t a Maybach: it’s a 
Mercedes-Maybach. 

It’s the new flagship Mercedes S-Class, built under a dou¬ 
ble-barrelled name that could, if consumer demand is there, 
mirror the Mercedes-AMG badge with multiple models atop 
various ranges. AMG cars are built for high-end luxury and 
giggles, but the Mercedes-Maybach is all about comfort and 
exceptional indulgence. 

It’s a long old thing, adding another 20cm between the 
wheels compared to the long-wheelbase S-Class. So no, it’s 
not short of legroom. The roofline is higher and stays that 
way for longer, the rear doors are a different length and there 
are small ‘double-M’ badges on the C-pillars. 

Stalwart 

The force is strong with the finest S-Class, and always 
has been. Apparently customers wanted more exclusivity 
and even more of the stuff that makes the S-Class such a 
stalwart at the top of its class, so Mercedes has combined 
the famous badge with another one to form the new stand¬ 
ard-bearer. Where the old Maybach had image problems, its 
spiritual successor has big-time pedigree - albeit in a less 
showy way. 

Nit-pickers will note that part of the boot is taken up by the 
fridge unit, but being able to keep your champagne chilled 
is clearly far more important. To drink it there are two sil¬ 
ver-plated champagne flutes in a fold-down tray between 
the two rear seats - but only if you specify the £7,200 First 
Class rear seat set-up. 

There’s enough legroom to allow your St Bernards to curl 
up at your feet, and they’ll be comforted by the standard 
luxury lamb’s wool floor mats that replicate an expensive 
living room feel. You’re actually meant to take your shoes off 
to appreciate it (and it’s totally worth it). 

To be frank, few owners will actually drive it themselves, 
but if they did they’d be astonished at how relentlessly fast it 
is thanks to a 530-horsepower VI2 engine. Refinement and 
comfort in any seat is amazing, with the softest leathers and 
seats that, in the rear, can give you six different types of back 
or shoulder massage. Six! And don’t forget seven colours of 
ambient lighting, of course. 

Comfy 

Heating, cooling and up to 43.5 degrees of backrest tilt 
are also rather nice, but it’s the leg rest that steals the show. 
Hold a button down and the front passenger seat moves 
forwards, the leg rest rises and you eventually find yourself 
as comfy as if you were in your own reclining armchair at 
home. Probably comfier. All the toys you’d expect on the 
‘king among S-Classes’ are standard. Go forth and meddle. 

When you look at what you get, £167,000 is a steal. Bear 
with me on this. The big double-M is built as well as a Bent¬ 
ley but has more technology and is arguably even better to 
drive. The only thing it lacks is the statement-making looks 
of a Rolls-Royce, but not everyone wants those. 

Who would buy one? Media moguls, Mafia kingpins, ul¬ 
tra-exclusive chauffeurs and more will all want to get their 
hands on a Mercedes-Maybach, although only 100 or so will 
sell in the UK every year. Any S-Class is a brilliant luxury car, 
but the new maestro is a bit special. Below-the-radar on the 
outside but above all but the loftiest of expectations, this is 
the sober thinker’s Rolls-Royce Ghost. 

This car summed up in a single word: Impressive. 

If this car was a vineyard it would be one of the Cham¬ 
pagne region’s finest: magnificent to behold and full of rich 
bounties. 


TESTED 

Mercedes-Maybach S600, £167,000 
Engine: 6.0-litre VI2 petrol unit producing 
523bhp and 612lb/ft 

Transmission: Seven-speed automatic driving all 
the rear wheels 

Performance: Top speed 155mph, 0-62mph in 
5.0 seconds 

Economy: 24.1 mpg combined 
Emissions: 274g/km of C02 

































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121 422 2794 


www.nedowning.co.uk 



MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 

I \ 


2 


Leisure 

Time 



TOURING CARAVAN wanted in 
need of repair, anything consid¬ 
ered. Please telephone 07980 
365757. 



BAILEY PAGEANT CHAMPAGNE 

Tourer, 4 berth, in immaculate con¬ 
dition, 2002. £4,000 ono. Please 
call 01562 631967. 

BAILEY PEGASUS 534, 2010, fixed 
bed, good condition, alarm, tracker, 
selling due to giving up touring, 
extras available, £9,900. 

07904 414060. 



CLARACH HOLIDAY 
CHALET 


Chalet 156 on Clarach bay 
holiday village site fees paid for 
2015 transfer fees included 
double glazed fully furnished 
ready to use bargain 
£7,000 

07742464813 



HOLIDAY HOME 4SALE 

Static caravan overlooking the 
Malvern Hills. Open 12 months. 
Immaculate condition. 
Reduced, reluctant sale 

£9,500 

07874 001606 


STATIC CARAVAN holiday home, 
Wales, by the sea, 35ft, 2 double 
bedrooms +, fully fitted, excellent, 
extras, £4,000. 01384 872146. 


STATIC CARAVAN 

Willerby Herald Gold Mark 2, 
32ft x 10ft, 6-berth, little used, 
like new inside and out, fully 
equipped, beautifully sited on 
the lovely Frondeg Caravan 
Park, near Newquay, Wales. 

£10,950. 

Apply to Site Owner 
Steve Hartley, 



WILLERBY RIO GOLD 

2012 model, 28 x 12ft, 2 bed, 
DG, CH, galvanised chassis 
and steps, connected to 
services, TV aerial fitted, 
external meter reader, quality 
caravan in excellent condition, 
sited at Sand Bay, coastal Som¬ 
erset Village, Family owned and 
dog friendly park by the sea. 

Genuine sale. 

Priced to sell £18,650. 


07801 734823, 01934 412680. 



Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 



MALVERN SHOW, May 9, coach 
and entrance, Wolves and 
Kingswinford, £28. 01902 339471. 



BURNHAM-0N-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 


www.GoSomerset.co.uk 




THREE AND TWO sofa, dark brown 
genuine leather, 7 months old from 
new. Was £1,100 sell £300ono. 
01902 631583 / 07834 463261. 


WARDROBE Treble, 4 drawer 
chest, 2 drawer chest, good quality. 
Bargain £380. 01902 847367. 



Top Soil, 

W5 Building Sand 
Paving/Concrete Sand 
Decorative Gravels 
Delivered Bagged or Loose 

01 902 893226 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 

ALL BRASS/COPPER ornaments/ 
brassware, all descriptions, miners 
lamps, old medals, dinky, corgi 
toys. 01902 745598. 

ALL DINKY TOYS wanted, Corgi, 
Tria-ag Spot-ON, Britains, Airfix, 
scalextric,pre1970 annuals Rupert, 
Beano, Dandy. 01902 745598. 

ALL MAMOD STEAM Engines/ 
Trains wanted all conditions/ 
descriptions, Dinky,Corgi Spot-on 
diecast vehicles. 01902 745598. 

OLD RADIO EQUIPMENT. Valves, 
Amplifiers, Radiograms, etc. John 
from Wombourne please call back. 
01782 517278. 

WANTED HORNBY train sets, 
locos, coaches and trucks. Good 
condition. Cash paid. Will collect. 
01562 829537. 


WANTED 

Period photographs, books, 
articles, clippings, letters, 
notes, parts, motorcycle or car 
from Pelham Street or the 
Bushbury Works. Private col¬ 
lector all things required and 
considered. 


Please phone 023 80879361 



I PHONE 6 

Brand New Sealed in its original 
Box. Latest i Phone 6 16GB in 
White. Locked to vodaphone. 
No Offers. 

£460.00 
07970 936179 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 


Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 


07850 330251 



aerials 


DIGITAL 
AERIALS 

Work Guaranteed 
Same Day Service 
01902 858191 
01384 429166 

01543 439095 
^ 01922 716029 
■ 07833 738857 


gardening 

services 



01545 580444/07796 
135490. 


BEKO DOUBLE OVEN white 
cooker, as new, £180 ono. 

01902 734413. 


GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 
garden. 25 years experience. Call 
01902 713106/07813 184086. 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


blinds 


fASStasSl 

Super 6 

6 Child Safe Verticals 
Fitted from only £169 

Call 0800 0347111 

www.ab-blinds.co.uk 

carpet & upholstery > 

^_ cleaning _ 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


fencing 


PORTWAY FENPING 

^SPECIAL OFFER* 

10 Bays of quality fencing 
concrete posts, gravel boards & 
heavy duty panels supplied and fitted 
for C69 57 oqS 
www.portwayfencing.com 
83 Portwav Rd. Wednesburv. WS10 7DZ 



GAS 

SERVICES 


• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 


Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


house clearances 

V_ 


A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


painters / ^ 

decorators 


MTK PAINTER & DECORATER- 

Competitive quotes.OAP discounts 
01384 340930/ 07825 558940. 


removals 


ABLE REMOVALS 

Local & Distance 
Domestic & Commercial 
Competitive Prices: 
Moves from only £99 

Call 07870 341089 


A & M CHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
0800 587 0377 
or 07749 941319 


A MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209 / 01902 830870 
01384 940260 / 01922 263460. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances. Items large 
or small. Call: 01902 741546 or 
07899 635852. 


V_ 


roofing 


] 


M 


All roofing work covered 

Members of the Confederation of Roofing Contractors and 
Checkatrade Fully insured and Fully Qualified 10 Year Guarantee 
Free and no obligation quotes. 

ALL ROOFING WORK AND SERVICES UNDERTAKEN. 
Card payments accepted. 

Unit 4, Bott Lane, Stourbridge, DY9 7AW 
paul@pgsrooofing.co.uk www.pgsroofing.co.uk 
01384 626578 / 07590 644555 




MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 

PREMIER ROOFING New Roofs, 
Repairs, Facias & Gutters. Call: 
0121 532 7601 or 07875 387445. 


=jurz 

SKIPS 


AFFORDABLE SKIPS 
2-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 
PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
7AM-6PM 




GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Call: 
0121 555 6060. 




Every day our 
customers get a 
great response 
from Classified 
Advertising. 


So could you by 
calling our friendly 
experienced Sales 
Advisors on 
01902 319191. 


5 

Business & 
. Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



UNITS TO LET 
1500sq ft and 2400sq ft, 
Brierley Hill town centre 

Good Rates. Contact anytime 
and please leave message 

01746 710179. 




DSA QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS 
HGV C+E (ARTIC) & C (RIGID) 

7.5T (Cl) SMALL LORRY 
CAR & TRAILER (B+E) 
MINIBUS (D1) 

1-2-1 TRAINING 
INITIAL CPC TRAINING & ADR 
CPC Periodic Training for PCV & LGV 
from 7hr blocks - Full 35hrs 

01902 744726 / 07831 646601 


TOP GEAR 

Driver Training 

• LGV /PCV Training 

• 1-1 Gold Standard tuition 

• Free Assessments 
• CPC Courses 

• Driver Medicals 
• Caravan & Horse Box 
Tuition available 


0121 585 0834 

www.topgear-lgv.com 



EXPERIENCED KITCHEN FITTER 

required. Applicant must be self 
motivated, reliable and able to work 
as part of a team. Own tools essen¬ 
tial. Local and nationwide work. 
Call 0770 4142362/0121 5593737. 


MONDAY 

TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 


Every Thursday our special jobs 
section is packed with the week’s 
latest vacancies. 


Jobs 




Make sure you get your copy - it might 
be just what you’ve been waiting for. 


jobs 


expressandstar.com 


courses 


-t= 


SAFE DRIVING FOR LIFE 
“QUALIFIED INSTRUCTORS” 

FREE ASSESSMENTS • FREE THEORY TEST TRAINING 

HGV, PCV, ALL LICENCE CATEGORIES. 

DRIVER CPC COURSES & 

TRANSPORT MANAGEMENT COURSES 

' CALL FOR A BROCHURE OR POP IN AND SEE US 

01902 312800 

www.hgvdrivertraining.co.uk 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 

WORKING SET of harness, as new, 
14- 16hh. £175. 

07761 379384. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


AIRGUNS, SHOTGUNS, antique 
guns, taxidermy and fishing memo¬ 
rabilia wanted. 07968 624202 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland Kfews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


01902 787822. 


MINI LOP Rabbits, 2 males, 13wks, 
vaccinated, white/fawn. New hutch, 
accessories, bedding. £90. 07974 
666383/01384 455900. 

SIX CANARIES Young, yellow 
cocks birds. £10 each. Wolver¬ 
hampton 07506 420025. 



full time - general 


MNA Media 


MNA Media, publishers of the Express & Star, 
Shropshire Star and their associated weekly 
newspapers has the following vacancy working within 
the Express Distribution team at our Black Lake, West 
Bromwich office. 

The successful applicant will be able to demonstrate 
excellent administration and communication skills 
together with a good working knowledge of all 
Microsoft products. You will assist the Leaflets 
Sales Representative and the Distribution Manager 
with their weekly tasks which will include analysing 
customer survey reports, dealing with distributors and 
agents together with leaflet bookings and promotions. 
In return we offer full training and support, an annual 
salary of £10,396, 25 days holiday per calendar year 
and enrolment into the company pension scheme. 

The position is 27.5 hours per week working between 
Monday & Friday. 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, March 6, 2015 
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Wolverhampton 

properties 


■ Legal fees paid ■ Guaranteed offer 

■ No fees ■ Repossessions stopped 

■ Any condition 


01902 628060 or 0800 

Lines open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 


6788 we can buy. 

Subject to terms your house in 




SELL FAST 

y Property investor needs 
properties in your area 
y Cash payments 
p We will cover all your 
fees 

y Quicker service 

AND GET 
A BETTER 
PRICE 

01922 689023 

_. 

0800 731 1160 



BLACK 
COUNTRY 
HOMES 


www.blackcountry-homes.co.uk 

24 hrs | 


032 1718 01902 628047^9^ 


IIIG'ANIBEAT ANY PRlCElj 


plain 

A run by women 


* No Fees* < 

ft Any property < 

ft Any condition * 

ft Free confidential 


i Any area* 

i Repossessions stopped 
1 Deceased estates 


OSOO 169 1118 call free 24 hours 01384 336087 


ilfi 81011 t 

fill WE PAY MORE 1 





Private 


We are looking tor houses in your area. We will 
take any type of property in any condition. 

Call us first - highest prices paid 

Telephone 

01922 689023 

straight forward investment solutions 


pay 100% of purchase price 



0800 313 4566 

01384 226086 


Cash paid for your property 
Guaranteed offer* 

Free solicitors - no fees* _ 


0800 085 2455 
0121 308 7786 


Aston Wood Properties 



+SICK 

of trying to soil yoor hoose 

Call the HOUSE DOCTOR 
Now for the best price 

0800 783 3225 

01 922 689023 


problem property? 

Structural problems, mine shafts, non standard 
construction, concrete properties, steel properties, 
rising ground rent, rising lease costs, Japanese 
Knotweed, subsidence, nothing worries us...we will 
buy your house whatever the problem g»g> 

0800 783 0008/ 01902 628059 


etter 

ash 

deal 


Its a simple as 
that, you get the 
best deal on your 
home from 

FIRST GENERAL 
HOMES 


One phone call 

solves all your problems 

sell your house now 


NO STRINGS 


Local Investor pays 
you more 

Call anytime 

08006335226 / 

01922689023 


CALL PENNY for 
TOP PRICES NOW 
*Local *Honest 
^Reliable 
0800 389 6788 
01384 226086 



IWILLBUY 
YOUR HOUSE 

Call today for a best price 

0800 731 1160 
0121 2740398 



NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

DUDLEY/PENSNETT Blackheath, 
1/2 bed flat, rent/dep neg. 

0121 550 0064/07970 980955. 

MODERN TWO bed flat for rent 
Bilston area, 07957 358048 or 
01384 221501. 

NETHERTON AREA two bed house, 
DHSS welcome, 30 plus, no pets, 
deposit required. 07780 704435. 



LLANGYNIEW, 

WELSHPOOL 

Superb Chalet bungalow. 3 
beds, gas central heating. Site 
fees paid until Sept 2015. Must 
see to appreciate the location. 

£75,000 ono. 

01772 683438. 


TWO BUNGALOWS 
SEMI DETACHED 
KIDDERMINSTER 

Both two bedroom. 

In need of modernisation. 
Substantial plot of land. 
Four car workshop at rear. 
Sold as one unit. 
£265,000. 

Telephone 01562 822266 
(after 7pm). 


For Sale in North Wales, near 
Snowdonia, a rare opportunity 
to purchase a 
FOUR-BEDROOMED 
BEACH BUNGALOW 
8 years old, detached, freehold. 
Permanent or as business lets. 

Many lovely features. 
Quiet fishing bay, sandy beach. 
Property has spectacular 
views. Access slope or steps. 
Golf course, shops and buses 
near by. Includes all furnishing 
inside and out. Bbq, sheds etc: 
All good condition. 
£295,000 

Box Number PI 9718, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


LAND FOR SALE, Coven, with 
planning permission for a mobile 
home, canalside location, 
£100,000 freehold. 07773 266893. 


MOBILE HOME 

40ft x 20ft, very luxurious, fully 
furnished, 2 double bedrooms, 
ensuite, CH, DG, etc, many 
extras, sited in Coven area, 
as new. 

£124,950. 

07760 192593/01902 791423. 


TINGDENE MACWORTH 
SPECIAL PARK HOME 
46x22 

In tranquil area of Tewkesbury, 
Gloucestershire, easy access 
off M50. 


Sell your house 
We are just a 
phone call away 

■ Any circumstances 

■ Any condition 

■ No fees - fast completion 

0800 066 5558 

0121 274 0398 


DON’T DELAY 
CALL TODAY 

for a fast cash offer 


Comprises of 3 bedrooms, 1 
ensuite, family bathroom, fully 
fitted kitchen and separate 
utility, large lounge/diner, fully 
furnished. 

Property with parking. 

Sited on pleasant, quiet site 
with stunning views. 

£135,000 ono. 
Telephone 07411 731777. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


HOME CASH BUYER 

WILL PAY 15K MORE 
Complete within 7 days 

Ring Paul, 
07870 341089 



We guarantee to beat any tike for tike quote! 

• Reposessions STOPPED * Probate Estates Welcome 
QAKWMQ • Houses bought in ANY c ondition Mortgages/ Loans Cleared 
Legal fees PAID 


www.oakwood-homebuyers.com 


FREEPHONE 


i r < 


CASH PAID WITHIN DAYS! 


Friendly, local company here to help you 7 days a week.^st^^eary 


uu lira 8007 


IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

*Advertise any item 
FREE up to the 
value of £250go to: 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 

*T&C’s apply 

FreeAds 


CALL US FIRST FOR THE TOP 
PRICE for your house. 
0800 169 1118. 

DON’T SELL Before calling me First. 
Call Richard now: 

07756 022973. 

FORGET THE REST We pay 100% 
of purchase price always 
0800 085 6626. 

GET THE BEST PRICE 

For your house from me now 
0121 308 7786. 

A BETTER CASH DEAL PAID 

for your property every time. 
01902 628047. 


1 BUY YOUR HI 

★ANY AREA ★ANY PRICE ★ANY CONDITIONS > 
CALL PAULA ON 

01384 467643 

INDEPENDENT ★ LOCAL ★ CONFIDENTIAL ★> 


MORE CATEGORIES 
MORE CLASSIFICATIONS 
MORE CHOICE 

01902 317878 

ClassifiedAds 



Get Up to 100% For Your House 


^ Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 
^ Get up to 100% of the market value 
^ Free valuation. Free consultation 
^ 100% Confidential. No obligation 



SOLD 


/ 


Springbok 


NO OBLIGATION 
FREE CONSULTATION 


0800 092 5743 
01902 489 500 


YellowSpringbok.co.uk 
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Motoring 


CITROEN PICASSO, 57, 13,000 
miles, silver, 92HDi diesel, good 
condition, £3,000. 01902 882389. 


S^LL^NGj 
YOUR CART 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£19.50 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


CALL 

01902 317878 


FORD KA 

2010,15,800 miles, black, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, air 
con, fsh, MoT, central locking, 
one owner, pas, stereo, CD, 
one lady owner. 

£4,500 ono. 

07932 726580. 


JAGUAR XK8R convertible, 2000, 
dark blue metallic, matching roof, 
MoT, immaculate condition 
£10,000 ono. 01902 790252. 

KIA PICANTO LS automatic, 2007, 
MoT till end of March, reversing 
sensors, 20,263 miles, FSH, 1 
owner, £2,300 ono. 01384 70910. 

MERCEDES KOMPRESSOR C200 

02 plate, good condition, £2,150 
ono. 07944 254085 / 01902 560517 
after 6pm. 

MIN11 2004, 80,000 miles, gold, new 
MoT, great condition, slight 
damage to passenger door, hence 
£2,000, no offers. 07503 358541. 


MINI COOPER Diesel, 2010, service 
history, low miles, low tax £20pa, 
full MoT, 2 owners, very good con¬ 
dition £7,500. 01902 737671. 

NISSAN XTRAIL SVE 2004, 102k 
miles, Silver, recent MoT and full 
service, Diesel, leather interior, 
4WD. £3,450 ono. 07801 193700 


PEUGEOT 206 1.4 Zest, 2005, 3dr, 
electric blue, FSH, ABS, CD, EW, 
new MoT and clutch, £1,550. 01384 
258061 or 07759 237779. 


TOYOTA YARIS 1.3 2005, 84k, lady 
owner, MoT Oct 2015, alloys, 
excellent condition. £2,150 ono. 
01902 258138 or 07446 012217. 


VAUXHALL ASTRA 1,6 SXi, petrol, 
2007 plate, 3 door, silver, full MoT, 
ideal first car, excellent condition. 
£2,895. Call 07973 956083. 


VAUXHALL ASTRA SR11.8 

2008, 65,000 miles, silver/light 
blue, electric windows, air bag, 
electric mirrors, air con, alarm, 
MoT, central locking. 

£2,800. 

07973 924955. 


VW GOLF GT TDI 

150bhp, 2003, 139k miles, 3 
door, satin silver, abs, long 
MoT, 16ins factory alloys, VW 
s/h, very economical. Selling 
due to growing family. 
£2,100 ono. 

07890 746251. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


BMW 323i SE S reg, 1998, 120,000 
miles, lovely condition, metallic red. 
£600 ono. 

01902 842087. 

CITROEN SAXO DESIRE 2003, 
MoT April, good runner. £400 ono. 
07816 818297. 

FORD FIESTA W reg, 1.4 Zetec, 
alloy wheels, MoT August 2015, 
80,000 miles, good condition, £575. 
07779 890165. 

FORD FOCUS EDGE 2004, Black, 
5dr, hatchback, MoT August 2015, 
company car forces sale £1,400. 
07778 145597. 

FORD GALAXY, T reg., excellent 
condition, MoT March 2015, very 
clean, seven seater, £750 ono. 
01902 731514. 


FORD KA 2001 1.3, eight months 
MoT, red, low miles 38,000, ideal 
first car £950 ono. 07977 540360. 

FORD PUMA, 2000, 83,000 miles, 
red, long MoT, CD, 1.4 engine for 
cheaper tax, £450 ono. 

01902 570026. 

HYUNDAI AMICA 2008 reg, 48,000 
miles, 2 owners from new, full Auto¬ 
matic, £1,899. 07512 347004. 


PEUGEOT 307 2.0HDi 

04 plate, half leather, high spec¬ 
ification, MoT August 2015, 
drives superb, any trial. 

£1,495 ono. 

Telephone 07899 900873 
or 07773 354042. 


PEUGEOT 307 2.0HDi 

04 plate, half leather, high spec¬ 
ification, MoT August 2015, 
drives superb, any trial. 

£1,495 ono. 

Telephone 07899 900873 
or 07773 354042. 


RENAULT CLIO 1.4 petrol, MoT 
29.11.15, low mileage 108,936, 
good all round car, £500. 

07516 077895. 


RENAULT SCENIC 1.4 Authen- 
tique, 06 reg, silver, long MoT, 
£1,450. 07961 589264 (T). 

SMART CAR 51, red, auto/semi 
auto, heated leather seats, alloys, 
multi changer CD, lovely first car, 
£1,300 ono. 07703 101974. 


SUZUKI LIANA 2001, Y reg, 46,600 
miles, One lady owner from new. 
Good condition. £650. 

01562 886621. 


VAUXHALL CORSA, 2003, 91,000 
miles, silver, long MoT, 1 litre 
engine, ideal car for young driver. 
£895 ono. 01902 791934. 


VAUXHALL CORSA 52 plate, white, 
34,000 miles, 4 brand new tyres. 
Excellent condition. £1,250. o.n.o. 
07944 254085 or 01902 560517. 
VAUXHALL OMEGA 2.2 CD Auto, 
2003, 66,000 miles, 12 months 
MoT, good condition. £995 ono. 
07581 454773. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



CLASSIC CARS WANTED 

Private cash buyer 
Instant cash settlement. 
Any age. any condition. 

Call Market Drayton. 
01630 652993. 


RANGE ROVER CLASSIC 

1990, 2 owners from new, 
69,500 miles, 12 months MoT, 
very good condition, 

£8,250. 

07899 665260. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 



FIAT DOBLO, 57, 45,000 miles, 
blue, abs, MoT, diesel, stereo, swb, 
good reliable van, full Maxius roof 
rack, £3,000. 07850 453825. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



alan reed cars 


Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for unwanted cars and 
vans. Call 07585 664389. 


WANTED SMART CAR PASSION. 

Urgently, 698cc, private buyer. 

01902 790879 or 07768 642821. 



mobile 


y mechanics 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 



MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 


9 

Local 

Information 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 



Personals 


CARING GENT 70S 

Tall, slim, none smoker, likes 
walks seaside holidays in 
Wales would like to meet lady 
with similar interests, ten miles 
of Wolves. 

Photo please returned for 
Friendship or more 

Box Number PI 9719 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 

Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES.. 
FREE TEXT MESSAGES from 
women wanting discreet ADULT 
FUN! Call 01216 202445 for full 
details. Discretion assured! 


★ ★★ 

FUSION 2 GROUP 

The local group for social 
singles in the heart of the black 
country. 

A full ongoing programme of 
various social events is on offer 
to those who are looking to 
make Friends and enhance 
their social life. 

For full details check our 
website 

https/www. 

fusion2group.co.uk or 
contact us on 01384 340814. 



AFC BIRMINGHAM 
UNDER 10’S TEAM 

Looking for experienced 
players to join the squad. 
Currently play in Stourbridge 
Youth League. 

For trial call Richard Wood 
on 07595 732125. 



Explore your world with 

star'fcextraTRAVEL 

See us online at: 

www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

UK trips, Europe by coach, air and 
Eurostar, plus holidays further afield. 


Express & Star 



To find out more about advertising in the Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 


Express & Star 
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LUKE’S LOCAL AE RJALS 

0121 445 1382 WJ 

^"^^uke’s Mobile: 07864 590543*“ ^ 
NEW DIGITAL AERIAL + MAST + CABLE £69 
DIGITAL AERIAL + CABLE to any room £59 
NEW CABLE £39 REMOVE AERIAL £29 
REPAIRS £39 TUNING £25 
* SATELLITE DISH Fitted £69 DISH REPAIRS £39* 
DIGITAL AERIAL To 2 Rooms JUST £80 
^ 3 Rooms JUST £100 4 Rooms JUST £120 ^ 


Appliance Repairs 



BUILDING 

SERVICES 

We specialise in: 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, 
Plastering, Alterations, Kitchens, Bathrooms, 
Roofing, Drawing Service Available 
For Free No Obligation Quote call Adrian 

0121 556 5806 - 07850 904087 


and all White Goods 
"Don't go and 
buy a new one, 
get it repaired ...” 


GDsmmid®© 

14 Hagley Road, Halesowen 

01384 413590 
07981 398758 



SP 


BUILDING 

DESIGNS 


Plans prepared for building 
projects both commercial 


For free advice call 

01384 413206 
07983 131225 


G ETHERIDGE 

BUILDING SERUIGES 

• Extensions 

• Alterations 

• Roofing Over35yrs 

• Landscaping p yn pripnrp 

• Block paving experience 

• General property 
maintenance. 

For a FREE quote call Chris 

01384 635627 
07989 738732 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


Decking to DIY 
Plastering to Plumbing 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 


METRO ALARMS 
AND SECURITY 


Burglar Alarm Repairs 


Alarms from £249 
Alarms Served from £30.00 

• Home Alarm Installation 

• Upgrades Close Circuit TV 

• 30 years Experience 

NEW!! Security Cameras 
Fitted for you to view via 
your Smart Phone! 
Recorded 24 hours! 

Free Quotes & Advice 

01384 350 687 
07904 317 150 

(anytime) 

www.metro-alarms. co. uk 


Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
-10% off thermally efficient 
Shutters and outdoor awnings! 

- 30% off Conservatory roof blinds! 
Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
01384886162/01902500204 
07989 588728/0121 2706104 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


po you prepare 

Building 
Plans?? I 


If you want to adv< 

. InigSSM 



SM CARPENTRY & BUILDING 

• Extensions/Canopy’s \ 

• loft conversions \ 

• Bathroom and Kitchen Refurb^Sw l 

• Fitted Bedrooms/Home Offices ^- 

• All Types Of Plasterings 

• General Carpentry 

CALL: 0121 601 7727 • 07879 681591 


Computers 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Ins talled 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC\ 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


Driveways 


For all surfacing and 
Tarmac work 

• Paving and Driveways 
i Block Bricks and Tarmac Repairs 
• New Drives • Forecourts 
• Car Parks 
©Trading Estates 

For all enquiries 
please call 

0800 696 5279 
: 07587 954073 



DISCOUNT DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



Double Glazing 


THE WINDOW DOCTOR 


• Double glazing repairs 
• Steamed up units 

• Broken door locks 

• Patio rollers 

Units Fitted from £25 Established 1990 


Telephone Michael 01384 356251 



Misted Sealed Units? 
Contact us for aim quote! 

Tel 01384 566100 

Email: quotations© ^’ N ' A 

blackcountryglazing.com 

BLACK COUNTRY GLAZING Est 1987 


Decorating 


KLH 


Guilds 

_____ Qualified 

DECORATIVE Fully Insured 

All work guaranteed 
Discounts for O.A.P 


A member of the Dudley Fix-a-home approved contractor scheme 


For a free quote call Tim 
07912 149230 0121 5030694 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

fL Painters & 
S Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and 
Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 


A.S. 

Painter & Decorator 

Interior & Exterior 
FREE ESTIMATES 

u!eanp38§ 

Assured 

Call: \ 

07730 
477564 




AM ELECTRICAL ”3 
SERVICES 10 

Domestic. Commercial. Industrial 
Full And Part Rewires / Fuse Boards 
Upgrades Extra Sockets 

PAT TestingT^afety Reports 
CCTV / Burgular Alarms 

Free Quotes And Advice Call 
0121 369 2370 ^ 
07785 781652 * 


POINTER & 

DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 

Fully insured 

0.A.P Discounts _ 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 561 1881 
or 07532 200591 




MBCJ electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: I - — 


mbelectric. co.uk\ 



Ov. 


Domestic 

Industrial 


Commercial 


Electrical 


Kings' 


ord Limited 


Fault Finding & Condition Reports 
Rewires/Part Rewires 
Additional Sockets 
Shower Replacements 
Intruder Alarms 
Security Lights 


Over 1 6 Years E 


— +-“ 01384 278471 

!!■■■ 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor Lane, Halesowen B62 8PU / Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 


For all your electrical needs in the home, garden, driveway 
or office/retail premises 

• Landlord Certification • Fuse board replacements 
• Rewiring • Energy saving LED Lighting • Emergency call outs- 
7 days a week • Experienced electricians NICEIC regulated • 
Competitive Prices/FREE quotations 

www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 
stuart@starkeyelectrical.co.uk -J „„ 

OFFICE: 0121 423 3883 0844 561 7244 1“ 

07967 650567 (24 hour call outs) " CONTRACTOR 
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Local Specialists 


k, 37 


LHVfFencing 



AH types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 
Plus decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 
QUOl 


Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtfencing.co.uk 


Fencing ft Gates 


% 


CBM 242891 *r 17970 300986 


Dal’s Gardening & 
Tree Services 

• A Good reliable service, 

• A Name you can trust 

• All areas covered 

So don’t delay phone today 
for a FREE quotation 

07407 622855 


R & S Gardens 


• All garden work undertaken 
• Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 


Telephone: 07851 323303 


Roberts 

Guttering 

Services 

20% Discount 

For All aspects of 
cleaning & 
repair call 
Robert for a 
free quote on 
07767869792 
Soffits Fascias 


Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped Mungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


Maple Leaves Landscaping 

DECKING, SLABBING, FENCING, 
WALLS,TURFING, HEDGING 

For every aspect of your gardening needs, 
give me a ring any time 

7 days a week for free estimates and great ideas 
Over 35 years'experience 

07739 580558 


Garage Doors 


DB GARAGE DOORS 


All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Slava on 


Supply & install Repair Service 

All types of doors Remote Control D 
»Security Grills Made to Measure 

» FREE Survey & Quotation 


Gas and Boiler Services 


TO P TOI T|f ,t 2. y0 . L i'l», 

Rag St Boilerj 


Pless 313590 




Elegant 
Stairs 

Quality Stairparts 



craftsman 

For this and other carpentry 
work phone Bill for a 
Free Estimate/Quote on 

0121 533 9339 

or 07505 807686 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


Mobile Hairdresser 


Cuts, Colours, Pern 

Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Property Maintenance 





! ||MJ 

★ Interior/Exterior Paintin' 

★ All Aspects Of Pla 
Specialist Machine 

★ Rendering ★ Fascias, S 

★ Flooring And Tiling ★ PI 
CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGi 

01384 213644 or O' 

g And Decorating 
stering And 
Rendering 
off its & Guttering 
lus Much More.... 
ATION QUOTATION 

7733 226568 


PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


OH PLASTERERS 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
complete rooms 



KS 
ERVICES 


All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 




Plastering 

All aspects of Plastering 

FIRST CLASS WORK 


0121 602 5671 / 07970 004784 


MO B I LEI 
H A I RDRESSER 


53 iSSZ&rt 

business, please call | 

0,^319590 


C JL Plastering 


Mot’s | 

MOT 

£27.91 

i 

with this advert 

FREE RE-TEST 

Green Garage, unit 2a station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 ou 

0 


MOT 



For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment needs on plastering, 
boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-skimming and artex covering 
^ ^ Quality rendering and terrolining. 


07538 718264 


CIPLASTERING 


All aspects of Plastering, 
Dry Lining, 

Skimming and Rendering, 
Artex Removed 
Insurance work undertaken 


Call for free estimates 


0121 4213934 
07748 644816 


Nick's 

Plastering 

Services 


ALL TYPES OF 
PLASTERING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 
Advanced City and 
Guilds Qualified 
OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 
Low Prices 
FREE QUOTES 


0121 559 4818 
97939 525877 



Plumbing & Heating 


HOUSEHOLD 

L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 


ip All installations and repairs r est^ 
Supply and fit or fit only 


TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-601 6767 A 
Vi www.household-plumbing.co.uk 




Plumbing & Heating 


Gas Heating Services 


130 Hagley Road (Shop 6), 
Halesowen B63 1DY 

* Central Heating 

* Gas Fitting -- 

»Plumbing 


•Gas Appliance 
Servicing 


*Boiler 
Maintenance 
& Repairs 


• Specialists in 
Combination 
Boilers 


»Fully Trained 
Engineers 


»Family Run 
Business 


FREE QUOTES 

MasterCard J ^Maestro! 




Call us today for fast, friendly advice 

Office: 0121 303 0006 

www.gassafel .com 


R.S PLUMBING AND HEATING 


_/ i ^ All General Plumbing Undertaken 

vT •BathroomsSuites 
• 1 • Radiators / Tanks / Pumps Fitted 

\ j • Outside Taps Fitted 

• Leaks Repaired 

• PipeWork Alterations • Local Friendly Service 


www.rspiumoing-haiesowen.co.uk 

Can Richard: 07902 557 496 


Kni ght Gas 


iting & Plumbing 


Central Heating/Boilers 
Fires and Cookers 
Installation and Repair 
All Plumbing Work 
Landlords certificate 


FREE QUOTES 

Call Gary on 
0121 550 3424 or 
07715 082113 a 


SUPERWARM 

HEATING 


Specialists in replacing 

Boilers, Power Flushing Systems, Worcester 
Bosch, Baxi & Vaillant accredited Installer 


30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE 




KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


Roofing 


ALL 


72 WlS ri: I =1 




ROOFING 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE | 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE! 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 
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Roofing 


Specialists 


ROOFING SERVICES 




mmmsRmss 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt and 
Garage Roofs 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 



MeMtefeecf 

Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
• Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 


Home: 01384 872276 Mobile: 07584 081228 


ELITElRL*ASficS 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Eitpertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07885 575865 


www.ragardenservices.net 




I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories. 
Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 
Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 


Fast and friendly service from a family run 
business, with over 10 years’ experience 

SPECIALISTS IN TILE, SLATE, 

fibreglass flat roofing, flat felt roofing, uPVC, 
fascias, soffits and guttering, lead work, 
pointing and storm damage 


no job too big or too small 
For a free quote call 

0121 423 4602 or 07841 046 126 
Kent Road, Halesowen, B62 8PD 



Skip Hire 


•filing ancf Plumbing* 

• Kitchens and Conservatories 
, All work undertaken 

™ ~'34H'0© GM30 f™™ 


Window Specialists 




wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedro oms LTD _ 

Friendly advise 
from a family run 
business with 35 years 
experience. 

We offer a full range 
of services from free 
quote and design to 
installation central 
heating, building work, 
plastering and tiling 

Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 A 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com / 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm safe 

Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm 



JG 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 

Specialists in 

Re-upholstery, Repairs and 
Antiques 

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

» Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
^or 0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 pmy 


UPVC Repairs Specialists & F 
T: 0121 422 9655 


operty Maintenance 
M 07592 444490 


Double Glazing Repair Specialist 

Locksmiths 
Broken hinges 
Handles 
Misted units 
Rubber seals 


Over 10 years experience 


Conservatory leaks Open 7 days 

Guttering & facias a week 

Building & property All work 

maintenance guaranteed 

Landlords/commercial 
work undertaken 

www window-wizard.co.uk 



Local Specialists 



YlflaJOtuta, 

FriendsW 




YOUR local dating 
service run by the dating 
experts since 1990 ... 
REAL people REAL ads 



How to use your dating service 


To place your own 
advert call: 

0844 887 2293 

and follow the simple instructions 

To Place your ad by text 

Simply text REG followed by your first name, 
date of birth, area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 FREE 
(Standard Network rates apply) 

Reply to members call: 

0906 500 3955 

call cost £1.53 per min 

Before you dial! Have the adverts 6-digit box 
number written down and key-it-in promptly 
when asked. Don't forget to leave contact details 
for replies. 

For a quick service from your 
mobile call: 0906 500 5650 

calls cost £1.50 per minute plus network charges 

Or text.. REPLY 26 (leave a space) then enter 
the six-digit box number given on their advert 
(leave a space) and then enter your message & 
send to 80098, eg: 

REPLY26123456 hi get in touch... 
then send to 80098 

Successfully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per 
message (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can swap 
contact details. Messages may be moderated for 
your safety and security. 

Date ONLINE 

YOU can now date online or via your 
mobile. Simply VISIT us at: 
http://dating.expressandstar.com 

Been left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 

calls cost £1.53 per min 

PLUS you can also listen to other 

members greetings on this number. 

CUSTOMER SUPPORT 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 



SHELLY 36, tiny shy brunette 
seeks down to earth, sensitive, 
older male to snuggle up, share 
a bottle of wine with and pamper. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416235 | 

ALISON, 27 busty, shapely lady 
seeks fun only with broad mind¬ 
ed man. Aca. Tel No: 0905 002 
1961 Box 416073 
KATHERINE 33, pretty blonde 
would love to get intimate with 
outgoing, fit guy who is also 
looking for fun relationship with 
no strings. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 416197 | 
SUSIE, discreet married lady, 
young 36yrs seeks 

uncomplicated times with man 
any age or area, all texts 
answered. Box No: 4459437 
FEMALE fun brunette, attractive, 
26, seeking male for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 416287 || 
FELICITY, professional female, 
32yrs, blonde, curvy, fun. Travels 
a lot and wltm chap for 
occasional fun on my travels. 
Box No:4459438 
PAT 5ft 2ins, medium build, 
attractive, blonde hair, widow, 
seeking N/S, sincere gent for 
friendship and days out. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 416057 
LINDY, 43yrs young, married 
with husband away. Seeks 
discreet gent any age/area for no 
strings. Box No: 4459439 
ALICE 36, tall and slim with long 
brown hair, outgoing and sporty 
seeks funny, intelligent guy to 
share active days and cosy 
nights. Age/looks not important. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416087| 

EILEEN 49, lovely brunette, 
adventurous and eager to please 
seeks intelligent male to share 
the fun side of life together. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416521 | 

GORGEOUS slim brunette lady 
5ft 5, seeks attractive man 30- 

46. Text Only Mailbox Box No: 
4644639 | 

CHRISTINE 48, shy sensitive 
brunette looking for lively older 
male to make her smile again 
and bring back some passion. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416519| 

MATURE female seeks male 
penpal (any age) for literate 
friendship. Text Only Mailbox 
Box No: 4647759 | 
BEAUTIFUL full figured^ down to 

earth black woman, 37, looking 
for some serious fun with an 
experienced, confident, older 
guy. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 416499| 

SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel No: 0905 002 
1883 Box No: 413399 
SINCERE lady, seeks similar 
gent, widower preferred, 60-67, 
5ft 6ins, so slightly taller than me, 
N/S, car owner and likes a dog. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416471 

ADVENTUROUS sexy lady, 

38yrs, married but seeks no 
strings fun with discreet man, 
any age. I'm tall, slim and dom¬ 
inant. Aca. Tel No: 0905 002 
1937 Box No: 415301 
KAREN 5ft 5ins, blonde hair, 
blue eyes, slim, seeks male. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416337| 

ANNE, mid 40's, cheerful busty 
cuvy affectionate real woman! 
Seeks gent, any age or looks for 
nights at mine. Tel No: 0905 
002 1953 Box No: 410291 
JUNE 50, beautiful, funny, warm, 
young looking blonde WLTM 
attractive down to earth male for 
no strings fun, laughter and love. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416299| 

DISCREET lady, 42yrs wants to 
make you happy, come to me 
and let me do that for you. ACA. 

Tel No: 0905 002 1957 Box 
No:409901 


ATTRACTIVE professional 
widow, 73, WLTM sincere caring 
gent, widower for friendship, 
meals in, conversation and to put 
a smile on our faces. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 415951 
FIONA, young 32yrs, seeks 
uncomplicated fun with chap any 
age or area, texts only please, 
I'm nervous on the phone. Box 
No: 4495861 

KAREN 50, widow, 5ft 5ins, 
blonde hair, blue eyes, slim, 
seeks gent with GSOH, loving, 
caring and understanding. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
415871 | 

RACHAEL, 36yrs, looking good 
for my age but need some 
daytime excitement. All text's 
answered. Box No: 4507091 
GEM 34yr old pretty brunette 
with lovely big eyes and nice 
skin, many interests, WLTM kind 
tallish male, 30-50yrs for serious 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 415571 ® 

JENNI, sensual lady, 23yrs 
seeks mature experienced man 
for no strings, daytime fun. Box 
No:4459440 

DIANE 37, sensual, tactile and 
loving seeks tall male for 
interesting conversations and 
cosy intimate nights together. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416085 | 

SALLY, 36yrs, married but 
husband works away seeks 
discreet gent any age for fun 
only. Box No: 4492484 
BRIDGET 48, voluptuous, 
seductive and very saucy, seeks 
male for lots of TLC and to make 
very happy in return. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

416083 | 

SAMANTHA, solvent, sensual 
business women, 38yrs, travels 
a lot and seeks fun on the road. 
I'm married so please be 
discreet. Box No: 4495859 
ATTRACTIVE tall, dark, 
professional gent, GSOH, likes 
sports, socialising, good 
company, seeking female with 
GSOH for laughs, conversation 
and maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 415969 
JASMINE, 22yrs, seeks older 
gent for daytime meetings as she 
works a nightshift most days. 
Box No: 4495860 



BLUE eyed male, black hair, 6ft 
4ins, likes football, nights out, 
farming, seeking female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 

416341 | 

34YR old slim, dark haired, 
creative, adventurous, likes 
music, cycling and photography, 
seeks likeminded female to 
share fun and happiness with. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
352753 

PAUL 56, works part time, 
seeking nice lady, 55-65 with 
GSOH, honest, genuine and 
understanding. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 416017® 

JAS 40, looking for attractive 
young female for good times and 
socialising. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 415805 ® 
STEVEN 64, WLTM princess to 
see if the frog kiss really works, 
caring, considerate, N/S 
preferred. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No:416417 
JAMES, 45yrs, solvent caring 
gent, recently divorced seeks 
genuine lady to wine and dine. 
Single mums welcome. Box No: 
4459441 

MALE seeking fun bubbly 
female, 21-30. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 415473 
PHIL 57, OHAC, discreet, seeks 
no strings fun with younger 
female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414991 ® 

WIDOWER 70's, lonely, 
educated, well travelled, reliable, 
tactile, seeks fun, N/S lady for 
friendship and more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

416481 I 


45YR old male, 5ft lOins, 
muscular, outgoing, 

adventurous, genuine, seeking 
lasting loving relationship. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
415873| 

FIT 68yr old male, feels 40, looks 
30, genuine, seeks N/S female 
66-72 with GSOH to share fun 
times and LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 415787 
ROY 6ft 2ins, late 50's, seeks 
female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414775 ® 

ALAN 49, seeks lady for discreet 
no strings fun. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 413757 
MALE 69, laidback, easy going, 
GSOH, likes golf, nights in, 
seeking lady, 65-72 for 

relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 416029 | 

NICK 52, 6ft, slim, genuine, 
seeking slim female for 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No:415881 ® 

GENT 53, 5ft 11 ins, brown eyes, 
distinguished, seeking attractive 
lady, 30-45 for discreet fun. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
415809 A 


MATURE male, 6ft, GSOH, fit, 
active, loving, honest, N/S, seeks 
female with similar qualities. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
414261 I 

TRUSTWORTHY fitT active, 

caring, N/S, easy going male, 68, 
GSOH, seeks warm, genuine 
lady, 59-72 for LTR. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 414151 
EXTREMELY genuine! Lifers 

true gent, 54, slim, 5ft lOins, blue 
eyes, short hair, N/S, GSOH, 
seeks female, 41-52. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 

413925| 

MALE 47, medium build, seeks 
female, 40-50 for fun and 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No:415651 ® 

SEAN looking for female to 
share a coffee, pub, clubs and 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414549® 

GENUINE friendly, N/S 
professional, honest gent, 
medium build, GSOH, good 
heart essential, seeks equivalent 
lady, 45-60 for company and 
conversation. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 414311 


visit us at: http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 090 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Calls from Mobiles will 
be considerably higher. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text 
alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. 
REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed to receive 1 - 4 messages for each message you send, 
Service only available where phone icon show. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be 
exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If 
arranging a meeting be sure to chose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. Some advertisers on this page 
come from our national database. To STOP text stop to 80098. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By tex¬ 
ting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. DATA PROTECTION: Service pro¬ 
vided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events 
operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 02/03/15 






































































































































Reanne 
could face 
snooker’s 
top men 

DUDLEY’S Reanne Evans is 
three wins away from playing 
against snooker’s leading men 
at the World Championships af¬ 
ter accepting an invitation to the 
qualifying tournament. 

The 10-time ladies’ world cham¬ 
pion would be the first woman to 
reach the main draw at the Cru¬ 
cible if she made it through next 
month’s qualifying rounds. 

The 29-year-old from Dudley 
could meet a legend of the men’s 
game in qualifying after the invi¬ 
tation list was broadened. 

“It shows that everybody gets a 
chance if they work hard enough 
and can achieve their dreams,” 
said Evans. 

THE invitation list for the World 
Snooker Championship has been 
broadened to give all previous 
winners a chance to grab one of 16 
places to join the world’s top 16 in 
the televised stage. 

It is rumoured that 1985 cham¬ 
pion Dennis Taylor and 1986 
victor Joe Johnson could be inter¬ 
ested in joining fellow former win¬ 
ners such as Steve Davis and John 
Parrott, plus six-time runner-up 
Jimmy White, in the qualifiers at 
Ponds Forge, Sheffield, from April 
8-15. 

Snooker’s governing body, the 
World Professional Billiards and 
Snooker Association (WPBSA), 
has revamped the qualifying rules 
for its showpiece tournament, 
which take place in Sheffield from 
18 April to 4 May, in an effort to 
broaden its appeal. 

All players seeded outside 
the top 16 will start in the same 
round, with a total of 128 players 
competing in the qualifiers. This 
has opened up extra placesto any 
former world champions. 


Hughes bows 
out of darts in 
second stage 

TIPTON’S Jamie Hughes bowed 
out of the BDO World Darts Trophy 
at the second round stage upon his 
return to televised arrows. 

The Black Country thrower 
had impressed at the first hurdle 
on Friday night, with a 6-0 white¬ 
wash of Japanese opponent Hiroaki 
Shimizu. 

That brought him back to the 
oche on Saturday night to take on 
Stefaan Deprez, who had stunned 
two-time BDO world championship 
finalist Tony O’Shea in the first 
round. 

But Hughes was defeated 7-4 as 
proceedings reverted to the best of 
14 legs, leaving him unable to capi¬ 
talise on progress this year. 

His exit at Manchester’s Event 
City, with the Eurosport cameras 
on hand, was tempered by his third 
ranking title in January. 


Boss calls for fans to fill the ground 


WOLVES boss Kenny Jackett has challenged the 
Molineux masses to come out in force and fill the 
ground to help the promotion bandwagon back on 
course this Saturday. 

Head coach Jackett issued a rallying cry to fill Mo¬ 
lineux for the visit of his former club Watford after 
Tuesday’s disappointing 2-1 setback at Bourne¬ 
mouth. 

The lure of a 5-0 win against Rotherham failed 
to prevent a seasonal low of just 17,744 turning out 
for the last home game against Fulham, albeit for a 
freezing Tuesday night when they had to compete 
with the Manchester City v Barcelona Champions 
League tie live on TV. The Fulham turnout was the 


lowest for a home league fixture for almost a year, 
since 17,041 watched the 4-2 win against Colchester 
on Tuesday, March 25 last season. 

It was also more than 4,000 down on Wolves’ aver¬ 
age home gate this season of 21,957, a figure just 168 
higher than when the team was relegated to League 
One in 2012-13. 

Ideally, Jackett wants a repeat of the 30,000-plus 
that filled the ground for the Rotherham game on 
Good Friday last April, although the reality is a 
crowd of around 21,000 this weekend after two sell¬ 
out away trips. 

“We’d always look to fill the place if we possibly 
could - that’s our aim,” said the boss. “I definitely 


think the potential is there. Wolves have a recent 
Premier League history and it’s a first class stadium 
with terrific facilities. 

“The potential is certainly there for big crowds 
here if you’re successful.” 

Molineux crowds are five per cent up on the 20,860 
that watched them in League One last term, but 
they remain seventh highest in the Football League 
behind Derby, Norwich, Brighton, Nottingham For¬ 
est, Leeds and Sheffield Wednesday. 

Jackett is delighted with the fans’ backing, but ad¬ 
mits performances influence the size of the crowd. 
“It’s our aim to improve it and get the crowds as big 
as we possibly can.” 


Hales sweet victory 
over Bournville side 



Bournville 10 Old Halesonians 39 
THERE was no doubt this would be a 
tough game against a Bournville side 
desperate for points. 

A mixture of rushed moves, bad decision 
making saw nothing to show for 20 min¬ 
utes pressure. 

The home side were ecstatic with their defen¬ 
sive effort, but it was more lack of finishing that 
was hindering Hales. On the 21st minute after 
numerous phases by the pack, the ball was fi¬ 
nally sent through the hands to winger Patrick 
Luftkin, who raced over in the corner for an un¬ 
converted try to lead 0-5. 

The second period of the first half continued 
with Hales pressure but with no score, Bourn¬ 
ville were lifted by this. 

Hales suffered the loss of player/coach Mark 
Evans with a rib injury, he was admirably re¬ 
placed by the consistent James Sadler on the 
back row. 

Converted 

The home side took advantage close to half 
time and from a lineout scored a well-worked, 
converted try as the ref blew for half time. 

The half time chat by Coach Mark Evans left 
the players in no doubt as to what was required 
in the second half to keep face. 

The players responded, Hales set off at a rate 
of knots and immediately got their game to¬ 
gether. 

After one minute of the second half , Carl 
Robinson sprinted from 40 metres for an un¬ 
converted try to lead. Hales Prop, Louis Padian, 
was forced to leave the field with a knee injury, 
replaced by Tom Dempsey. Not long after that 
Dempsey was given a yellow card for a suspect 
high tackle.Then came another blow for the 
visitors when skipper, and the other Prop, Rich 
Taylor appeared to fracture his jaw and left the 
field. The visitors were forced to introduce un¬ 
contested scrums due to insufficient front row 
players and as the laws dictate, they had to con¬ 
tinue with a player short. On 47 minutesChris 
Hooper scored and converted a try. 

Bournville found themselves in the Hales 
half on 52 minutes, and were awarded a penalty 
which took the score to 10 - 17.Wing Warren 01- 
iverscored followed by fellow wing Pat Luftkin 
, Hooper converting. Pete Fitzgerald scored a 


great try, Hooper converted and them sealed the win 
with a drop kick. . 

The Hales team have suffered telling injuries in this 
game and will need to regroup ready for another de¬ 
fining game away against Bromsgrove on Saturday, 
kick off 3pm. 

Old Hales 2nds did not play - Newport withdrew 
from the friendly game. 

Old Halesonians 3rds 34 Kidderminster 2nds 19 


Old Hales 3rds faced a youthful Kidderminster sec¬ 
ond teamat Wassell Grove. 

Old Hales’ No.8 Steve Deakin scored after only five 
minutes. Gaz Price converted. 

Liam Kendrick collected the ball and powered over 
for a try from short range. 

Lee Davis then scored from five metres out.Gaz 
Price added the conversion. 

On 23 minutes Old Hales scored their fourth try. 


Wolves can’t 
shake off 
the Cherries 
away bogey 

Bournemouth 2 Wolves 1 

BELOW-PAR Wolves looked to be 
victim of two poor decisions as 
they suffered a deserved defeat at 
Bournemouth on Tuesday night. 

A double from burly striker 
Yann Kermogant which sand¬ 
wiched a fine reply from Benik 
Afobe six minutes before the break 
was enough to end Wolves’ hopes 
of a fourth straight win. 

And although they could have 
few complaints at the outcome, TV 
footage appeared to show Richard 
Stearman’s lunge on Callum Wil¬ 
son for the match-winning penalty 
in the 49th minute was outside the 
area. 

In addition, there was an un¬ 
punished handball in the area by 
defender Tommy Elphick from 
Bakary Sako’s late free-kick on a 
night when only Afobe and Kevin 
McDonald really shone for the 
white-shirted visitors. 

But apart from the 15 minutes 
before half-time, Wolves were 
largely second best to a slicker 
Bournemouth outfit, Afobe’s 
equaliser their only serious at¬ 
tempt on goal. 

Boss Kenny Jackett made two 
changes to the side that beat 
Cardiff 1-0 on Saturday as Matt 
Doherty and Nouha Dicko were 
recalled in place of Dominic Iorfa 
and Jack Price, which saw Rajiv 
Van La Parra switch from up front 
to wide right. 

Doherty got his reward to return 
at right-back after a solid half an 
hour at Cardiff when he replaced 
Iorfa, who looked like being sent 
off, while Kevin Doyle was back on 
the bench. Wolves were chasing 
a slice of history- their first ever 
away league win there. 
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TD let lead go 
to get share 
of the points 

Team Dudley 1 Trysull 1 

AFTER a free weekend Team Dud¬ 
ley entertained Trysull at The Dell 
Stadium. 

Trysull have the meanest de¬ 
fence in the division, three of the 
23 goals that they have conceded 
were actually in the reverse fixture 
as Team Dudley ran out 3-2 winners 
that day, their eighth place stand¬ 
ing though shows how unforgiving 
this league can be if you don’t have 
enough throughout the team. 

Second-from-bottom TD grabbed 
a point towards West Midlands Di¬ 
vision One survival with a 1-1 home 
draw against Trysull. 

Nathan Jones fired them in front 
after 48 minutes when he ran on to a 
James Hill pass and shot past keeper 
Mark Reach. The lead lasted three 
minutes, with Mark Cartwright 
heading home. 
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Associated with 

Express & Star STAR 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, March 5, 2015 






















Fill the ground call 
from wolves' boss 

Page 39 



Sweet victory for 
Old Hales side 

Page 39 


SPORTS DESK 01902 319531 


CHRON.SPORT@EXPRESSANDSTAR.CO.UK 


Cup clash will 
be a cracker, 
says Morley 

VILLA legend Tony Morley is predicting 
an FA Cup cracker when Tim Sherwood 
and Tony Pulis clash again in part two of 
their derby double-header. 

The sides meet in an FA Cup quar¬ 
ter-final at Villa Park on Saturday just 
five days after Villa’s thrilling last-gasp 
victory in the Premier League. 

And former Villa and Baggies winger 
Morley reckons the dramatic ending to 
Tuesday’s game will add extra spice at 
the weekend. 

“I think Tuesday will make Saturday’s 
game even better because Albion will be 
hurting and Villa will be given a boost by 
getting those three points,” said Morley. 

“I don’t know what will happen on 
Saturday but it should be an interesting 
game. 

“I’m really looking forward to it. 

“The Cup final at Wembley is there. 
It’s within sight now. 

“Whichever team wins this game just 
needs a good draw in the semi-finals and 
they have a great chance of getting to the 
final and having a great day out for the 
fans and the players.” 

Morley, who won the League champi¬ 
onship and European Cup during four 
years at Villa before spending two spells 
with Albion in the 1980s, was an inter¬ 
ested spectator at Villa Park on Tuesday 
as Christian Benteke’s stoppage-time 
penalty handed the hosts a priceless win. 

He said: “Over the 90 minutes you 
couldn’t deny that Villa deserved to win. 

“West Brom came and set their stall 
out as you would expect. 

“They were well organised and hard to 
score against but over the first 45 min¬ 
utes Villa were by far the better side. 

“For 20 minutes in the second half Al¬ 
bion won all the individual battles . 

“They (Villa) needed a penalty to win 
it but they definitely deserved it.” 

Brummies' Perry 
is delighted with 
team's loyal fans 

BIRMINGHAM captain Tom Perry held 
his annual pre-season event in the West 
Midlands recently - and has thanked 
supporters for their continued backing. 

A night of speedway chat and live en¬ 
tertainment was enjoyed by a crowd of 
more than 100 in Cradley Heath, on the 
same night Perry also unveiled his 2015 
merchandise. 

A grand total of £1,055 was raised at 
the event and the 22-year-old was de¬ 
lighted with the amount. 

“For the third or fourth year running, 
it’s another fantastic sum of money and 
I can’t thank everyone enough,” said 
Perry. 

“Even though, I’ve already got all of 
my main new equipment and new race 
suit, I’ll be putting the money towards 
all of the other essentials that I need for 
the new season. 

“It was mainly Cradley fans who came 
as it was nice and local for them, and 
even though I’m not riding for them this 
year, they still came and supported me 
and I really do appreciate that. 

“It was good to see a few Birmingham 
fans make it too.” 


Heathens fans to get look at new team 


CRADLEY Speedway fans will get their first 
chance to see the new-look team in action next 
week. 

The Heathens are chasing a third successive 
National League title at their new Perry Barr 
base after making the switch from Wolverhamp¬ 
ton during the winter. 

And the team, with four new signings, will be 
put through their paces next Wednesday, March 
11 . 

They will be on track from 2pm for the press 
and practice session which greets the start of 
every season and members of the public are wel¬ 
come to attend. That same evening the team and 


Speedway 


management will be at Brierley Hill’s Copthorne 
Hotel to meet fans and sponsors from 8pm - and 
the 2015 race jacket will also be revealed. 

Heathens boss Will Pottinger said: “Now it’s 
getting close we are all very excited about the new 
season. 

“It’s a great time of the year and me and the 
boys are looking forward to the evening at the 
Copthorne.” 

Michael Neale, one of the club’s new signings, 
is counting down the days to the new campaign. 


He said: “I’m just really keen to get back on the 
bike now and I can’t wait for the season to start. 

“I’ve been working hard to try and get 
everything ready and I’m feeling prepared, I’m 
just excited to start riding again and pull on a 
Heathens race jacket.” 

Admission is £5 for the Copthorne event with 
all money raised going to the riders to assist with 
pre-season machinery expenditure. 

The new Heathens race jacket will be on dis¬ 
play. Tickets are available from the club shop on 
Quarry Bank High Street (Printworx) or from 
cradley heathens .co. 


YEITZ LET THE 
LEAD SUP AWAY 



Halesowen Town 2 Ashton United 3 

PLAY-OFF chasing Ashton 
struck three goals in eight min¬ 
utes at the start of the second 
half to complete the double 
over Halesowen. 

But it was Halesowen who took a 
fifth minute lead to end their goal- 
drought with an own goal when visit¬ 
ing captain Jason Gorton turned Tom 
Tonks’s cross into his own net. 

Gorton’s fortunes worsened when he was re¬ 
placed due to a head injury. 

Home goalkeeper Matt Sargeant came to Hale¬ 
sowen’s rescue twice by saving from Kevin Lead- 
better and Martin Pilkington before Joe Hull and 
Asa Charlton both went close in further Yeltz 
pressure late in the first half. 

But the Robins turned the game on its head to 
punish Halesowen in a dramatic twist immedi¬ 
ately after the interval. 

Lee Rick curled home a 20-yard equaliser into 
the top corner in the 48th minute with the Yeltz 
defence slow to clear before Pilkington shattered 
the Yeltz with a sparkling brace to give Ashton 
a 3-1 lead. 

Shrugged 

Pacy Pilkington drilled home a long clearance 
from his goalkeeper Paul Phillips in the 50th 
minute and then shrugged off Charlton to slam 
home his second goal from the edge of the area 
just three minutes later. 

The Yeltz pulled a goal back in the 66th min¬ 
ute when Hull helped on another long Tonks 
throw-in and Aaron Griffiths swept home at the 
far post. 

Three further efforts from Tonks, Ben Haseley 
and Charlton were cleared off the Ashton line . 

Halesowen Town: Sargeant; Green, Grif¬ 
fiths, Forde, Hull (c), Tilt, Charlton (Turner 82), 
Tonks, Christie (Bragoli 76), Haseley (Daniels 
76), Jones. Unused Subs: MacKenzie, S. Pear¬ 
son (GK). 

Ashton United: Phillips; Wilson, G. Pearson, 
Gorton (c) (Haslam 19), Higgins, Young, Rick, 
Gee, Johnson (Oates 80), Pilkington, Leadbetter 
(Robinson 77). Unused Subs: Hill, Sherratt. 


Lichfield 69DK18 

DK were forced to field a patchwork three quar¬ 
ter line, made up predominantly of forwards. 

In the sixth minute the hosts’ flanker Cullum 
Turner crossing for the opening try. 

DK came back when Jamie Hearn made no 
mistake with a penalty kick. 

The home side were finding it difficult to 
break out of their own half, however in a rare 
sortie into DK territory the ball was worked to 
winger Dan Rowlands to score. The try went 
unconverted. 

In the 34th minute the home side were pe¬ 
nalised and Jamie Hearn again scored. On the 


stroke of half time the home side gained posses¬ 
sion which led to No.8 Richard Burton crossing 
for a try. Luke Massey added the extras. 

Within two minutes of the start of the sec¬ 
ond half Lichfield gained possession and prop 
Danny Poole crossed for a try. Massey con¬ 
verted. DK clawed their way back into the 
game with a try by winger Nick Adams. Hearn 
converted. 

DK were beginning to miss tackles and Li¬ 
chfield took advantage to cross for an uncon¬ 
verted try. In the 55th minute prop Rich Kelly 
scored for DK. 

On the hour the flood gates opened and Li¬ 
chfield ran in another six tries, five converted. 


Late penalty 
price ess for 
battling Villa 

Villa 2 Albion 1 

CHRISTIAN Benteke’s stoppage-time 
penalty gave Villa a priceless Premier 
League victory and momentum ahead 
of the second chapter of the derby dou¬ 
ble-header. 

Saido Berahino’s second-half equal¬ 
iser looked set to break Villa hearts only 
for Benteke to score from the spot with 
almost the final kick of the game after 
dreadful goalkeeping from Ben Foster. 

Berahino struck on 66 minutes to put 
the Baggies within seconds of a point de¬ 
spite a display that was well below-par 
in the first of their two visits in five days 
to Villa Park. 

Villa had led through Gabby Agbon- 
lahor’s 22nd-minute strike and they 
should have been out of sight before Be¬ 
rahino proved to be ‘Johnny on the spot’ 
for his 18th goal of the season. 

Agbonlahor could have had a hat-trick 
as Tim Sherwood’s men dominated but 
he was thwarted by a goalline clearance 
by Joleon Lescott, a fortunate save from 
Foster and a rebound off the woodwork. 

But it mattered not after the late 
drama that give Villa a huge three points 
in their quest to stay in the top flight. 

Albion received a major pre-match 
boost when leading scorer Berahino was 
declared fit after a foot injury and strike 
partner Brown Ideye overcame a knee 
problem. 

The pair, who both limped off during 
Saturday’s 1-0 win over Southampton, 
both started as boss Tony Pulis named 
an unchanged team for the third game 
in a row. 

Villa made one change with former 
Albion loanee Scott Sinclair dropping to 
the substitutes’ bench as Charles N’Zog- 
bia was given a starting berth. 

The first few moments were scrappy 
with Albion looking to get Ideye in be¬ 
hind the Villa back four. 

Shinnie's shot puts 
the Blues ahead 

Blues 1 Blackpool 0 

ANDREW SHINNIE’S 36th minute 
header was enough to give Birmingham 
City a 1-0 win over struggling Blackpool 
in the Championship. 

In a dour St Andrew’s clash the mid¬ 
fielder provided a moment of relief 
for Blues when he connected with a 
through-ball from Robert Tesche to beat 
Tangerines keeper Elliott Parish. 

The Seasiders did manage several 
attempts on goal but rarely threatened 
to show why they seem destined for the 
drop. 

The win lifted Blues into a comforta¬ 
ble 13th place. 
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